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SKADDEN FOUNDATION FELLOWS 

Name Law School Placement Location Project Description 
Class of 2026 

Zoe Ades 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

ACLU Trone Center for Justice 
and Equality New York, NY 

Challenge local and state laws criminalizing panhandling and homelessness as violations 
of First Amendment free speech protections. 

Carola Aisenberg University of Houston Law Center Anti-Defamation League Houston, TX 
Combat antisemitism and discrimination in K–12 education by enforcing existing legal 
protections for low-income Jewish communities in Houston. 

Vedan Anthony-North 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU Foundation New York, NY 

Contest federal grant terminations targeting public-health initiatives designed to address 
health disparities, and provide representation to providers serving low-income populations 
that have lost funding. 

Jonathan Bertulis-Fernandes Boston College Law School ACLU of Massachusetts Boston, MA 
Contest post–Grants Pass criminalization of homelessness and expand statewide capacity 
to safeguard unhoused people’s rights.  

Mary (Joelle) Besch 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU Women's Rights Project New York, NY 

Protect low-wage immigrant women working in New York City hotels from wage theft, 
trafficking, and harassment by holding hotels accountable for abuses by their 
subcontractors. 

Elizabeth Bird University of Colorado 
Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project Tacoma, WA 

Challenge unlawful immigration detention for low-income immigrants by filing individual 
habeas petitions and expanding habeas advocacy and impact litigation. 

Lawrence (David) Boord 
The George Washington 
University ACLU of Alaska Anchorage, AK 

Secure safe, habitable housing for low-income Alaska Natives and other rural residents by 
enforcing state constitutional guarantees of health and welfare. 

Jayden Boudreau 
Indiana University Maurer School 
of Law ACLU LGBTQ & HIV Project New York, NY 

Protect transgender students in K–12 public schools in rural, low-income regions by 
challenging the growing wave of laws that restrict their rights. 

Paolo Ciancio The University of Denver 
Rocky Mountain Veterans 
Advocacy Project Denver, CO 

Support low-income survivors of Military Sexual Trauma in rural and tribal lands in the 
Mountain West by providing legal representation in discharge upgrades and VA benefits 
appeals to ensure access to veterans' and public benefits. 

Jessenia Class Harvard Law School Rights Behind Bars 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Expand access to legal representation for indigent detained immigrants by bringing 
Petitions for Review and training partners to replicate this model nationwide. 

Jasmine Crain Cornell Law School  
National Veterans Legal Services 
Program Arlington, VA 

Help wounded, ill, and injured service members and veterans obtain disability retirement, 
combat-related and public benefits by challenging benefit denials. 

Bill De La Rosa Yale Law School 
Florence Immigrant Rights and 
Refugee Project Tucson, AZ 

Provide universal representation for detained immigrants in Eloy and Florence, Arizona, 
representing primarily indigent clients against deportation and building a coalition to 
sustain its expansion. 

Rachel (Elliott) DeRiso Harvard Law School ACLU of Southern California 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Protect marginalized immigrants with cognitive and developmental disabilities from 
unlawful arrest and detention by challenging unconstitutional practices in detention 
facilities. 

Brandon Dodds Emory University School of Law Pine Tree Legal Assistance Bangor, MA 

Preserve housing stability for low-income mobile home park residents in rural Maine 
through eviction defense, affirmative habitability litigation, and enforcement of Maine’s 
right-of-first-refusal law. 
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Jacalyn Goldzweig Panitz CUNY School of Law Legal Aid Society New York, NY 
Enforce sanctuary city laws to protect low-income immigrants from unlawful arrests, 
detainers, and transfers through impact litigation and rapid-response representation. 

Megan Hess University of Michigan Law School Children's Law Center 
Washington, 
DC 

Expand a pediatric medical-legal partnership to safeguard low-income families from public 
benefits loss and health care instability. 

Siddharth Jejurikar Harvard Law School ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 
Address discriminatory barriers that low-income immigrant and mixed-status families face 
in the rental housing market through direct representation and strategic litigation.  

Eric Johnson 
The Ohio State University Moritz 
College of Law 

Legal Aid Society of Southeast 
and Central Ohio Columbus, OH 

Represent low-income tenants pursuing rent escrow in urban and rural Ohio, helping 
tenants enforce their right to a safe and habitable home. 

Vatsala Kumar University of Chicago MacArthur Justice Center Chicago, IL 

Enforce Illinois' Pretrial Fairness Act, which eliminated cash bail, to ensure that the public 
and legal organizations understand the empirical outcomes of the Act for low-income 
individuals and any disparities in pretrial outcomes. 

Evan Lehmann Stanford Law School 
Community Economic Defense 
Project Denver, CO 

Ensure safe, healthy conditions in rural Colorado mobile home parks by representing low-
income homeowners and resident associations in affirmative litigation. 

Anna Luttrell 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Tennessee Justice Center Nashville, TN 

Expand free legal services and address systemic barriers to improve and increase access 
to SNAP benefits for the lowest-income Tennesseans. 

Benjamin Makishima 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Preserve affordable housing among financially distressed, low-income tenants and 
homeowners at risk of debt-driven eviction or foreclosure. 

Rose Mendelsohn 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Justice at Work Boston, MA 

Help low-wage construction and cleaning workers recover stolen wages through direct 
representation and providing trainings on workplace rights and fair contracting. 

Danielle Miles-Langaigne 
New York University School of 
Law Brooklyn Defender Services New York, NY 

Provide direct representation to indigent New York City parents excluded from educational 
decisions for their children placed in the foster system. 

Bryce Morales Yale Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Combat private voter suppression of low-income individuals by challenging schemes using 
digital disinformation to deceive, defraud, and disenfranchise marginalized communities. 

Jennifer Morgan Columbia Law School A Better Balance New York, NY 
Ensure access to Temporary Disability Insurance and Paid Family Leave benefits for 
pregnant, postpartum, and caregiving low-wage workers in New York.  

Lindsay Nicholas Loyola University Chicago Ascend Justice Chicago, IL 
Ensure the safety of low-income children during caregiver arrest, immigration detention, or 
domestic violence by expanding the use of short-term guardianship agreements. 

Susie Powell 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Centro de los Derechos del 
Migrante Baltimore, MD 

Protect temporary migrant workers from exploitative practices and coercive techniques 
commonly used by both employers and recruiters.  

Lucas Rodriguez Harvard Law School ACLU Voting Rights Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Represent low-income voters of color and organizations serving their interests to use state 
voting rights acts to consolidate off-cycle elections with state and federal ones.  
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Douglas Smits 
Case Western Reserve University 
School of Law Legal Aid Society of Cleveland Cleveland, OH 

Deliver legal representation and clinics to low-income veterans seeking discharge 
upgrades in Northeast Ohio. 

Wesley Streicher Harvard Law School 
ACLU Criminal Law Reform 
Project New York, NY 

Protect low-income children from excessive and illegal police encounters by enforcing 
children's Fourth and Fifth Amendment rights during  interactions with law enforcement. 

Ariel Vasser University of Virginia 
Bazelon Center for Mental 
Health Law 

Washington 
DC 

Protect low-income people with mental health disabilities from expanded involuntary 
commitment and other coercive treatments. 

Jett Watson Harvard Law School Legal Aid Chicago Chicago, IL 
Expand a medical-legal partnership to the largest regional VA facility, providing legal 
representation for low-income veterans with disabilities. 

Eve Zelickson 
New York University School of 
Law 

Community Service Society of 
New York New York, NY 

Protect low-income New Yorkers from Medicaid coverage loss and medical debt through 
legal representation and enforcement of hospital financial-assistance rules. 

 
Class of 2025 

Marty Berger Stanford Law School ACLU of Michigan 
Grand Rapids, 
MI 

Provide direct representation in high-volume tort lawsuits and common law conversion 
claims on behalf of unhoused residents of Grand Rapids, Michigan, whose property was 
illegally impounded or destroyed during police sweeps. Conduct Know Your Rights 
trainings and educate the public about ordinances that allow officers to seize unhoused 
people's belongings. 

Anthony Javier Black 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Southern Legal Counsel Gainesville, FL 

Provide low-threshold, client-centered services addressing health-harming unmet legal 
needs among transgender adult patients by expanding an existing medical-legal 
partnership with a regional health care system in Florida. 

Riley Dankovich 
Georgetown University Law 
Center The Arc of The United States 

Washington, 
DC 

Develop strategic impact litigation, community partnerships and public education to 
dismantle the educational segregation of students of color with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Ensure that, in addition to receiving special education services, 
these students experience equal opportunities to receive an education alongside their 
nondisabled peers and are protected from stigma, discrimination and the school-to-prison 
pipeline. 

Brittney Dorton University of Michigan Law School ACLU, Disability Rights Program 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocate for the capacity, autonomy and dignity of people with disabilities by representing 
low-income people under or at risk of conservatorship in California and working with 
courts, law school clinics and community partners to educate people about alternatives to 
conservatorship. 

Darcy Gallego Fordham University School of Law 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Empower pro se asylum seekers and expand due process rights by combining group 
training with individual preparation ahead of hearings in immigration court and providing 
strategic appellate representation in select cases that raise due process concerns. 
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Gabby Grossman Harvard Law School 
ACLU, Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Center for Liberty 

Washington, 
DC 

Prevent the lasting trauma of family separation through direct representation, strategic 
litigation, and community education strategies to secure accommodations in child welfare 
proceedings, as required by federal disability laws, state laws, and federal regulations 
protecting parents with disabilities.  

Tiffany Jackson Howard University School of Law Legal Aid DC 
Washington, 
DC 

Advocate for the preservation of families by providing legal representation, education and 
outreach to low-income parents defending their parental rights against third-party custody 
challenges. 

Parima Kadikar 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

Amreican Friends Service 
Committee Newark, NJ 

Integrate disability advocacy into deportation defense work for disabled clients by filing 
disability-based civil rights complaints, submitting habeas corpus petitions, developing 
training materials and tracking outcomes. 

Chisato Kimura-Kleiböhmer Yale Law School MacArthur Justice Center Chicago, IL 

Utilize systemic advocacy, community education, and strategic litigation to enforce state 
laws meant to protect immigrants against abuses by local and state police and empower 
immigrant communities. 

Shannon Lee Stanford Law School 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Tackle source of income discrimination via direct representation and impact litigation 
against large landlords and brokers that deny low-income New Yorkers housing by 
unlawfully refusing to accept housing vouchers.  

Louis Lin Harvard Law School Philadelphia Legal Assistance 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Address displacement in Philadelphia's low-income Asian American communities by 
providing comprehensive direct representation to tenants facing evictions. Build 
community partnerships to provide outreach and education, engage in systemic advocacy 
to expand tenant protections and advance language access for AAPI and immigrant 
residents. 

Caitlin Lynch 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Swords to Plowshares 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Expand access to Department of Veterans Affairs benefits, including housing, health care 
and disability compensation for veterans with less than honorable discharges who are at 
risk of or experiencing homelessness by applying new regulations that recognize trauma 
and discrimination as a cause of unjust dismissal from service and subsequent VA 
ineligibility. 

Nina McKay 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU, Voting Rights Project New York, NY 

In partnership with low-income Black Mississippians and organizations working on their 
behalf, initiate Voting Rights Act litigation to ensure fair representation on local school 
boards.  

Alice Min University of Texas School of Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 
Challenge the NYPD's use of illegal surveillance technology and assist individuals harmed 
by this surveillance in expunging their information from the NYPD's databases. 

Maria Perales Sánchez Yale Law School 
Worker Justice Center of New 
York 

Hawthorne, 
NY 

Cultivate resilient and holistic legal empowerment alongside migrant farmworker women 
facing precarious health and security labor conditions in rural New York.  

Quinn Phillips Boston University School of Law ACLU, National Prison Project Boston, MA 

Provide legal representation and advocacy to address rights violations in the juvenile 
justice system that disproportionately affect girls in foster care. Litigate to prevent and 
seek remedies for unjust prolonged detention brought about by failures of child welfare 
authorities to provide appropriate reentry placement. Use appellate litigation to expand 



 

5 

SKADDEN FOUNDATION FELLOWS 

Name Law School Placement Location Project Description 
protections and ensure greater safety for girls who are at a heightened risk of sexual abuse 
while detained. 

Nathan Porceng 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Fair Shake Environmental Legal 
Services Pittsburgh, PA 

Advise on civil legal matters and build clear legal pathways to proliferate community-
controlled solar energy projects in historically marginalized Appalachian localities in an 
effort to democratize the region's energy infrastructure and promote a just transition to 
renewable power.  

Tal Rothstein Yale Law School Pine Tree Legal Assistance Portland, ME 
Provide direct immigration representation, outreach and education for migrant workers 
experiencing labor violations in Maine's agricultural, forestry and dairy industries. 

Madeline Sachs 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Legal Aid Justice Center 

Falls Church, 
VA 

Advocate to advance humane immigration policy by addressing the consequences of 
criminal convictions in individual immigration cases through a combination of direct 
representation in detained removal proceedings, strategic appellate representation, 
community-led policy advocacy focused on expanding options for post-conviction relief 
and community education and outreach. 

Malik Sammons 
Columbia University School of 
Law New York Civil Liberties Union New York, NY 

Ensure housing security exists for New Yorkers through impact representation, public 
education and systemic advocacy to enforce tenants' rights, specifically for voucher 
recipients and rent-stabilized tenants, where government agencies are failing to effectively 
administer programs and their enforcement mechanisms.  

Jamie Sgarro 
Northeastern University School of 
Law ACLU of Missouri St. Louis, MO 

Enforce, strengthen and expand existing state and federal legal protections for low-income 
transgender Missourians using strategic impact litigation, legislative advocacy and 
community education. 

Tamara Shamir Harvard Law School 
Mabel Center for Immigrant 
Justice Boston, MA 

Provide direct representation to prevent wrongful deportations of asylum seekers in 
accelerated asylum programs (the Asylum Processing Rule and Family Expedited Removal 
Management).  

Emma Soglin DePaul University College of Law 
James B. Moran Center for Youth 
Advocacy Evanston, IL 

Expand the scope of a community-based legal clinic to provide advocacy on immigration, 
housing and other civil matters to support the permanency and stability of recently arrived 
immigrant families in Evanston and Skokie, Illinois.  

Joseph Strom Chicago-Kent College of Law Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Provide legal education and direct representation to disabled people facing new 
technological barriers to securing and keeping meaningful employment. Forms of 
discrimination may include denial of remote work, limited application access and artificial 
intelligence decision-making. 

Sophie Towle University of Michigan Law School Disability Rights Michigan Lansing, MI 

Provide direct representation to children and youth to facilitate access to community-
based mental and behavioral health Medicaid services. Identify and mitigate systemic 
barriers preventing eligible children and youth from accessing these Medicaid services. 
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Asja Towns 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund 

Washington, 
DC 

Engage in multidisciplinary advocacy, including policy, public education, litigation, 
communications and organizing, to safeguard and lawfully expand  targeted programs so 
that low-income students of color can access higher education and employment 
opportunities. 

René J. Valenzuela 
Loyola University School of Law, 
Chicago Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Partner with Chicago and Illinois-based community organizations to provide critical 
special education legal representation, training and outreach to immigrant families of 
children with disabilities, with a particular emphasis on representing undocumented and 
newcomer immigrant families. 

Byul Yoon 
New York University School of 
Law 

ACLU, Speech, Privacy, and 
Technology Project New York, NY 

Defend grassroots advocates that are targeted with Strategic Lawsuits Against Public 
Participation (SLAPPs) by providing legal representation, amicus briefs, and Know Your 
Rights trainings, and promote legislation that protects First Amendment rights for low-
income communities of color. 

 
Class of 2024 

Jacob Abudaram University of Michigan Law School ACLU, Disability Rights Program New York, NY 

Use strategic impact litigation under the Americans with Disabilities Act to push 
government agencies to be more disability-inclusive in disaster planning and navigating 
emergencies.  

Catherine Blalock 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Challenge systemic barriers to higher education impeding low-income students, first-
generation students and students of color — namely legacy admissions and rigid 
standardized test score requirements.   

Helen Carstarphen Malley Yale Law School ACLU of Alaska Anchorage, AK 
Impact litigation, legislative advocacy and community education to advance a state 
constitutional right to shelter and promote access to shelter. 

Grace Choi Yale Law School 
ACLU, Immigrants' Rights 
Project New York, NY 

Implement a multi-pronged legal project to mitigate systemic barriers and hostile federal 
policy that currently narrow access to asylum. 

Julio Colby Harvard Law School 
Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee 
Rights Coalition Nashville, TN 

Direct representation, systemic advocacy, and community outreach and education to low-
wage immigrant workers. Will leverage Deferred Action for Labor Enforcement to secure 
immigration relief for workers and pressure state labor agencies to enforce and improve 
workplace protections. 

Chelsea Diaz 
Northeastern University School of 
Law New Economy Project New York, NY 

Direct representation, community education, and policy advocacy support to community-
based organizations seeking to advance and sustain nonprofit community land trusts. 

Mariam Elbakr 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Public Justice Foundation, 
Debtors' Prison Project 

Washington, 
DC 

Direct representation and impact litigation on behalf of indigent defendants and families 
harmed by the assessment of excessive public defender fees in Tennessee. 

Sophia Fenn 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Represent underserved New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) tenants who face severe 
habitability issues caused by NYCHA's systemic divestment and neglect.  
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Diego Fernández-Pagés Yale Law School Make the Road New York 
White Plains, 
NY 

Address exploitation of immigrant workers of color in Westchester County by mobilizing 
two novel legal tools — a reporting app and Deferred Action for Labor Enforcement — to 
inform legislative advocacy, impact litigation and workplace organizing and build 
collective, democratic power.  

Rebecca Harris Yale Law School 
National Veterans Legal Services 
Program Arlington, VA 

Direct representation, community outreach and education and policy advocacy to the 
families of veterans with serious disabilities seeking caregiver benefits or appealing 
unfavorable decisions from the Department of Veterans Affairs.  

Maya Hiebert 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU of New Jersey Newark, NJ 

Direct representation in administrative appeals, strategic litigation and policy advocacy on 
behalf of New Jersey parents to enhance parental rights in the child welfare system.  

Malik Jarvis 
New York University School of 
Law 

Project on Predatory Student 
Lending Boston, MA 

Policy advocacy, outreach and litigation to protect borrowers' rights and reduce the burden 
of Parent PLUS loans on low-income families, with a particular focus on Black families. 

Alexandra Johnson Yale Law School ACLU, LGBTQ & HIV Project New York, NY 

Bring impact litigation and develop public education materials to challenge and address 
state Medicaid programs' prohibitions of and limitations on providing gender-affirming 
care. 

Sara Kamouni Harvard Law School 
Justice Center of Southeast 
Massachusetts Brockton, MA 

Provide immigration legal services and launch the first centralized, digital resource hub in 
southeast Massachusetts. Will deliver community programming that harnesses 
community members' skills to meet their legal needs through a combination of attorney 
assistance and self-help. 

Allison Nasson 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Oregon Law Center Portland, OR 

Direct representation and community education to unhoused Oregonians with disabilities, 
a demographic experiencing heightened levels of policing despite the state's failure to 
provide adequate, accessible shelter. 

Chelsea Naylor 
American University Washington 
College of Law Whitman-Walker Health 

Washington, 
DC 

Direct representation, education and outreach, and systemic reform to promote the 
health, safety, and well-being of LGBTQ+, especially transgender, youth. 

Anna Belle Newport 
Columbia University School of 
Law Family Justice Law Center New York, NY 

Affirmative litigation and strategic appeals to challenge illegal family separations and 
surveillance conducted by the Administration for Children's Services in New York City. Will 
conduct outreach and training with local community networks of impacted families. 

Luke Norquist Stanford Law School 
Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy Saint Paul, MN 

Legal representation, rulemaking, and zoning code policy work to help low-income 
residents of a Minneapolis neighborhood contest industrial pollution. 

Ferida Osman-Elsayed 
Maurice A. Deane School of Law 
at Hofstra University 

Central American Refugee 
Center of New York (CARECEN 
NY) New York, NY 

Provide removal defense and affirmative asylum representation to especially vulnerable 
Afghan immigrants to support their successful resettlement in Long Island.  

Shyamala Ramakrishna Yale Law School A Better Balance New York, NY 

Direct legal services, strategic litigation and legal education to fight employers' use of new 
technologies that deny New York's low-wage workers in the manufacturing, logistics and 
retail sectors their rights under federal, state and local laws. 
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Benjamin Rodgers Yale Law School Central West Justice Center 
Springfield, 
MA 

Legal representation of migrant child workers with immigration, employment and family 
law needs. Will collaborate with local nonprofit community organizations to provide 
empowering educational programs. 

Barbara Rodriguez University of Iowa College of Law 
Iowa Migrant Movement for 
Justice Des Moines, IA 

Legal representation, community outreach, and know-your-rights trainings for detained 
noncitizens as well as immigrants living in remote, rural communities across Iowa who are 
at high risk of being deported.  

Isir Said Yale Law School ACLU of Northern California 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Direct representation, public education and policy advocacy to vindicate the rights of low-
income Muslim women who have had their religious head covering forcibly removed while 
in police custody. 

Mia Stange 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Brooklyn Defender Services Brooklyn, NY 

Direct representation in employment law and immigration matters to immigrant workers 
with a focus on identifying and representing noncitizen workers eligible for Deferred Action 
for Labor Enforcement. 

Nneka Ugwu 
Loyola University School of Law, 
Chicago Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Legal representation, outreach and training, and policy advocacy of Black students with 
disabilities in Illinois to address persistent disproportionality of exclusionary school 
discipline.  

Elaina Jung Hee Vermeulen 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

California Collaborative for 
Immigrant Justice Oakland, CA 

Direct representation of and advance advocacy campaigns to protect detained immigrants 
vulnerable to solitary confinement. Provide oversight and monitoring to ensure compliance 
with California laws.  

Mikaela Wolf-Sorokin 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Nationalities Service Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Legal representation to indigent individuals detained in ICE custody who have ties to 
Montgomery and Delaware counties. Expand resources for pro se post-conviction relief 
petitions for immigration-related due process violations. 

Henry Zhu 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

National Immigrant Justice 
Center Chicago, IL 

Direct representation, outreach, legal education and impact litigation to halt attempts by 
the government to deny asylum protections to low-income immigrants who have suffered 
past persecution or fear future persecution on account of their membership in a 
cognizable particular social group. 

 
Class of 2023 

Megan Carr 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest New York, NY 

Enforced New York's recently enacted Environmental Rights Amendment and provided 
training and resources for community advocates in areas coping with detrimental 
environmental and health burdens. 

Jessica Cianci Harvard Law School 
Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided legal advice to self-represented litigants, direct representation, and strategic 
representation for people with disabilities in Los Angeles County's Mental Health Court 
and the planned CARE Court system. 

Rubin Danberg Biggs Yale Law School New York Civil Liberties Union New York, NY 

Increased access to affordable housing by addressing housing discrimination against 
Section 8 voucher recipients through direct representation and community education, and 
challenged municipalities' exclusionary zoning laws through impact litigation. 
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Matthew Escalante 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Aid Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided holistic representation of undocumented immigrant youth in the areas of 
immigration, education, and public benefits. 

Raymond Fang Yale Law School 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided transactional legal services fostering community control and collective 
ownership of permanently affordable housing, representing community land trusts, 
tenants' unions and housing cooperatives, as well as anti-displacement legal support for 
legacy small businesses. 

Isabel Flores-Ganley 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Raise the Floor Alliance Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation, administrative advocacy, and community education 
through worker centers to support undocumented workers' organizing to address working 
conditions, utilizing new federal policies to secure immigration relief for all workers on a 
site where employers engaged in immigration-related retaliation. 

Michelle Fraling Yale Law School ACLU Center for Liberty 
Washington, 
DC 

Worked on individual and strategic litigation on behalf of low-income veterans and 
servicemembers to ensure equitable access to gender-specific healthcare. 

David Sunshine Hamburger 
New York University School of 
Law Georgia Legal Services Program Savannah, GA 

Provided legal representation for public housing and subsidized housing residents 
challenging uninhabitable living conditions and unlawful evictions as well as enforcing 
tenants’ rights in redevelopment plans. 

Makayla Harrison 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Education Law Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Legal representation of students in psychiatric hospitals and other residential treatment 
facilities to ensure access to educational services, with an initial focus on students in 
foster care in Philadelphia. 

Adam Hines 
University of Oklahoma Law 
School ACLU of Oklahoma 

Oklahoma 
City, OK Expanded procedural due process protections for tenants in eviction proceedings. 

Liz Jacob Yale Law School 
Sugar Law Center for Social and 
Economic Justice Detroit, MI 

Provided direct legal service for clients experiencing energy insecurity, including utility 
debt and power shutoffs. Legal support for community-led policy change challenging 
inequitable energy burdens. 

Ricardo Jimenez Solis Harvard Law School Northeast Justice Center  Lawrence, MA 
Provided representation to secure release from detention and immigration relief for eligible 
immigrants whose cases were placed in DOJ's Dedicated Docket. 

Jordan Hoffman Kahle 
Washington University in St. Louis 
School of Law 

Heartland Center for Jobs & 
Freedom 

Kansas City, 
MO 

Provided direct representation on workplace legal issues including wage-and-hour, 
unemployment, and safety violations. Collaborated with local organizing groups to 
empower workers to understand and assert their rights to fair wages and safe workplaces. 

Bridget Lavender 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

ACLU National Legal 
Department New York, NY 

Worked on litigation in multiple state courts challenging laws that criminalize the life-
sustaining behavior of the unhoused, as well as advocacy for an unhoused bill of rights. 

Zakiya Lewis 
New York University School of 
Law 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under the Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Developed litigation challenging anti-diversity and inclusion laws, to support low-income 
students with marginalized, intersectional identities who benefit most from culturally 
responsive and inclusive learning environments. 
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Annie Lo 
New York University School of 
Law 

Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Prevented displacement of low-income Asian American communities through a 
combination of individual representation to help tenants affirmatively secure safe living 
conditions, and representation of community-based organizations seeking community 
control over land use and affordable housing. 

MaryGrace Longoria 
Florida International University 
College of Law Legal Services of Greater Miami Miami, FL 

Provided representation of students with disabilities addressing special education and 
related needs, with community education and pro bono engagement. 

Sarah Lucero Parongao Loyola Law School Los Angeles Disability Rights California 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Representation of Native youth with disabilities facing school discipline. In partnership 
with Native organizers, challenged disproportionality in school discipline and required 
schools to meet students' academic and cultural needs. 

Dana Matsunami 
University of California, Irvine 
School of Law National Center for Youth Law Honolulu, HI 

Established a right to counsel for youth in the child welfare system in Hawai'i, through 
strategic litigation and youth-led coalition advocacy, and worked to develop a culturally 
responsive and youth-centered representation model. 

Lily Novak Yale Law School Rights Behind Bars 
Washington, 
DC 

Represented noncitizens with psychiatric disabilities in ICE detention to secure their 
release, so that they could seek appropriate care and participate in their immigration 
defense in their community. 

Laura Petty Fordham University School of Law Advancement Project 
Washington, 
DC 

In partnership with youth and parent-led grassroots organizations in low-income 
communities of color, challenged school closures and the privatization and funding 
policies that cause them. 

Amy Reavis 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Montana Legal Services 
Association Helena, MT 

Holistic representation to survivors of domestic violence, including misdemeanor 
expungement, public benefits assistance, and advocacy to ensure that survivors secure 
and retain employment and safe housing. 

Sarah Rosenkrantz Harvard Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation, community organizing and training, pro se materials, and 
policy advocacy on behalf of tenants who were Section 8 voucher-holders facing eviction 
or termination of their vouchers. 

Bex Rothenberg-Montz 
New York University School of 
Law Housing Works Brooklyn, NY 

Affirmative litigation to combat rampant source of income discrimination, and 
representation on related housing matters and access to public benefits. 

Michaela Shuchman 
New York University School of 
Law Bronx Legal Services Bronx, NY 

Implemented a trauma-sensitive and healing-centered approach to school discipline 
through direct representation of students at suspension hearings, community education, 
and the creation of a best-practices resource guide. 

Noelle Smith Stanford Law School 
ACLU Foundation Immigrants' 
Rights Project 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated for farm workers asserting wage-and-hour rights, through direct representation 
under California law and state constitutional litigation in New Mexico, where farm workers 
are excluded from basic wage-and-hour protections. 

Cathy Zhang Harvard Law School 
Transgender Legal Defense & 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Litigation, administrative advocacy, coalition building, and public education challenging 
state-implemented barriers to transgender individuals' gender-affirming healthcare. 

Heather Zimmerman Yale Law School ACLU of Maine Portland, ME 

Provided direct civil representation, potential impact litigation, and policy advocacy that 
challenged the policies and practices that punish unhoused people, including trespass 
orders that bar individuals from accessing shelters. 
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Jill Applegate University of Texas School of Law 
Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY 

Provided direct representation in immigration proceedings for immigrants who received 
deportation orders due to prior criminal convictions, but who had the right to remain in the 
US. 

Nola Booth Cornell Law School 
Legal Assistance of Western 
New York (LawNY) Ithaca, NY 

Expanded an existing medical-legal partnership to Tompkins County, New York to help low-
income families, especially single mothers and pregnant or postnatal parents, provide 
representation in family court and secure benefits.  

Ekaterina Botchkareva 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Capital Area Immigrants' Rights 
(CAIR) Coalition 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided immigration representation and medical advocacy to low-income immigrants 
experiencing health-harming conditions in immigration detention through a medical-legal 
partnership. 

Nicole Cabañez Yale Law School National Consumer Law Center 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation using various consumer protection laws, community 
education, and policy reform for non-English speaking consumers to advance their rights 
to participate in the American financial system.  

Grace Carson 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Tribal Law and Policy Institute 

West 
Hollywood, CA 

Established and institutionalized a comprehensive restorative justice system for tribal 
nations in order to rehabilitate drug users and address harm caused on reservations.   

Ava Cilia Harvard Law School Brooklyn Defender Services Brooklyn, NY 

Addressed the harmful impacts of the New York State Central Registry of Child Abuse and 
Neglect (SCR), represented individuals challenging their erroneous inclusion on the 
registry or seeking employment unrelated to their registration. Provided training and 
supported policy advocacy by a coalition of impacted parents. 

Anthony Damelio Fordham University School of Law Catholic Migration Services Sunnyside, NY 

Provided direct representation for low-wage immigrant workers in New York City who 
experienced workplace health and safety and other employment law violations in 
partnership with two worker centers.  

Drake Darrah 
Georgetown University Law 
Center National Association of the Deaf 

Silver Spring, 
MD 

Advocated for access to programs and services for deaf families and deaf children in the 
child welfare system. Provided direct representation in Washington, D.C. and Maryland, 
trained families and professionals, and advocated nationally to ensure qualified deaf 
parents are not discriminated against in becoming foster and/or adoptive parents. 

Liza Davis University of Michigan Law School ACLU Women's Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct legal representation, outreach and education, and advocacy to disabled 
Black girls in Michigan and across the country to combat discriminatory exclusionary 
school discipline policies and practices.  

Laura Flores-Perilla 
University of California, Irvine 
School of Law Justice Action Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Used advocacy and litigation strategies to challenge the federal agency practice of sharing 
and using information related to the trauma, mental health, and behavioral issues 
experienced by unaccompanied immigrant children in ways that exacerbate their trauma 
and undermine their ability to secure immigration relief. 

Paula Garcia-Salazar Yale Law School Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services to low-income people to secure the release of cellphones 
that had been seized by police, while simultaneously seeking systemic reforms to New 
York's unjust property seizure system through impact litigation and the implementation of 
Due Process hearings.  
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Glynnis Hagins 
University of South Carolina 
School of Law NAACP Columbia, SC 

Challenged housing discrimination through affirmative litigation, on-site at a local housing 
navigator program created during the pandemic. Developed training and Know Your Rights 
manuals, and created an education clinic in partnership with local school districts to 
provide school-based housing assistance.  

D.C. Hiegert 
University of Kansas School of 
Law ACLU of Kansas 

Overland Park, 
KS 

Provided direct representation, community education, and policy advocacy for LGBTQ+ 
Kansans to enforce, strengthen, and expand existing state and federal legal protections 
and increase awareness of these protections.  

Diana Howat 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Youth Advocacy Foundation - 
The EdLaw Project Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation to court-involved youth and young adults with disabilities in 
the Boston area to enforce their education rights and support young people in self-
advocacy.  

Jack Hsia 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Communities Resist Brooklyn, NY 

Provided low-income Asian American immigrants housing legal services and wraparound 
immigration legal services that included access to housing benefits. Also provided Know-
Your-Rights and community education. 

Emma Hulse 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law NYCLU New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, and policy advocacy to address the 
overrepresentation of students of color, immigrant youth, and emergent bilingual students 
in special education in Westchester County. 

Nevah Jones 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Charlotte Center for Legal 
Advocacy/Legal Aid of North 
Carolina Charlotte, NC 

Developed a statewide clinician training to ensure North Carolina veterans have effective 
medical evidence for disability and discharge upgrade claims.    

Wafa Junaid 
Northwestern University School 
of Law ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, public education, and policy advocacy to 
challenge Immigration and Customs Enforcement's ("ICE") Intensive Supervision 
Appearance Program, a highly invasive monitoring program used to expand ICE's 
surveillance and control of immigrant communities.  

Shariful Khan Yale Law School 
Public Justice - Students' Civil 
Rights Project 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation and systemic advocacy on behalf of low-income students 
of color in the Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia area facing racially hostile school 
environments, both harassment and inappropriate discipline.    

Kaitlynn Milvert Harvard Law School Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation to address the long-term and collateral consequences of 
guardianship for adults with disabilities in Illinois. Expanded access to less restrictive 
alternatives through outreach, training, and resource development. 

Cristina Moreno Boston College Law School Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Protected and expanded asylum-seekers' rights by directly representing the host's 
member-leaders in their immigration matters, supporting member-led advocacy, and 
challenging practices that limit access to asylum, through impact litigation. 

Jacquelyn Oesterblad Yale Law School 
Public Justice - Debtors' Prison 
Project Oakland, CA 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation on behalf of unhoused people in 
Arizona challenging the collection of fines, fees, surcharges, and court debts arising from 
homelessness-related offenses. 
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Kavya Parthiban 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Disability Rights Education and 
Defense Fund Berkeley, CA 

Provided advocacy for low-income disabled parents in dependency proceedings, enforcing 
non-discrimination rights and ensuring access to responsive services and 
accommodations. Also provided direct representation along with systemic advocacy and 
community education, and co-counseled cases with family defense attorneys.   

Eliza Quander 
Northwestern University School 
of Law Legal Aid Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation and community education for students who dropped out of 
school or were at risk of dropping out, in school discipline, special education, and 
enrollment disputes to enforce their educational rights. 

Andrea Reyes Corena 
University of California, Davis 
School of Law 

Dolores Street Community 
Services 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct immigration representation of undocumented workers in the informal 
economy in the greater San Francisco Bay Area. Engaged in a mutual-aid model of 
community education alongside partner organizations to expand access to immigration 
legal information.   

Diana Sánchez Stanford Law School 
Immigrant Defenders Law 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Challenged the detention and surveillance of immigrants with disabilities through impact 
litigation asserting their rights under disability laws and the federal Constitution, direct 
representation in habeas and bond proceedings, and the formation of a working group of 
advocates on these issues.  

Delaram Takyar Yale Law School Tennessee Justice Center Nashville, TN 

Established a medical-legal partnership between Tennessee Justice Center and the 
Matthew Walker Comprehensive Health Center to provide legal services, for low-income 
women living in rural Tennessee. Focused on clients' access to healthcare and nutrition 
benefits, in an effort to improve maternal and child health outcomes. 

Katherine Whitley 
Indiana University Robert H 
McKinney School of Law Indiana Legal Services 

Indianapolis, 
IN 

Created the first school-based civil legal aid initiative in the Indianapolis region designed to 
serve low-income families with school-aged children experiencing housing and economic 
instability. Engaged students in creating Know Your Rights educational materials in 
housing law and public benefits. 

 
Class of 2021 

Jennifer Akchin 
City University of New York 
School of Law TakeRoot Justice New York, NY 

Enforced and expanded the tenancy rights of homeless and formerly homeless New 
Yorkers facing abusive and uninhabitable conditions in "scattered-site" housing, through 
direct representation, movement-led legislative advocacy, and coalition building. 

Tamar Alexanian University of Michigan Law School 
Children's Law Center of 
California 

Monterey Park, 
CA 

Enforced the rights of LGBTQ foster youth in dependency proceedings in Los Angeles to 
secure gender-affirming care for transgender and gender non-conforming youth and 
appropriate foster placements for all LGBTQ youth. 

Ellen Bertels 
University of Kansas School of 
Law Kansas Legal Services Wichita, KS 

Provided community education and direct legal representation in legal name changes and 
identity document gender-marker corrections to low-income transgender and nonbinary 
people throughout Kansas. 

Susanna Booth 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

American Friends Service 
Committee Newark, NJ 

Represented detained low-income New Jersey immigrants with existing removal orders 
who were facing deportation due to no or inadequate representation during their initial 
removal proceedings.  
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Molly Broderick Harvard Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Provided direct services and systemic advocacy to combat the wave of COVID-19-related 
evictions, in coordination with a Massachusetts statewide housing and racial justice 
coalition. 

Anna Carlsson Harvard Law School 
Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri St. Louis, MO 

Represented low-income St. Louis homeowners burdened with unfair property tax 
burdens. Provided direct assistance in challenging assessments, foreclosure defense, and 
claiming excess funds from forced sales.  

Sarah Chen 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Texas Civil Rights Project Austin, TX 

Challenged Texas counties' and cities' 2021 redistricting where proposed maps diluted the 
voting power of racial minorities. Ensured language access at the polls in counties with 
significant language minority populations.  

Theresa Cheng 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Bay Area Legal Aid Oakland, CA 

Provided civil legal services to homeless survivors of intimate partner violence in Alameda 
County. Partnered with on-the-ground caseworkers and healthcare providers to form 
multi-specialist teams.  

Anneke Dunbar-Gronke Harvard Law School 
Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Addressed housing precarity for low-income Black renters in and around Baltimore through 
a community-based approach: eviction defense plus providing community education 
about, and support to, housing cooperatives and community land trusts. 

Oriana Farnham 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Maine Equal Justice Augusta, ME 

Represented parents receiving TANF in Maine to enforce their rights to acquire meaningful 
education and skills training. Developed systemic strategies to reform the ASPIRE 
program. 

Isaac Flegel-Mishlove 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Centro Legal De La Raza Oakland, CA 

In close partnerships with school districts, expanded removal defense representation for 
low-income immigrants in the East Bay area, focusing on students and families who were 
monolingual Indigenous-language speakers, unaccompanied minors, and geographically 
isolated communities in South Alameda County. 

David Giannaula University of Texas School of Law 
Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct, coordinated, and bilingual debt collection defense and bankruptcy 
assistance for low-income DC residents who were hit hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Nicole Hansen 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law The Campaign Legal Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Advanced Indigenous people's opportunity to participate effectively in nontribal elections 
through advocacy and litigation aimed at dismantling barriers to casting a ballot and 
guaranteeing a fair redistricting process. 

Mahroh Jahangiri Harvard Law School Advancement Project/NOWCRJ 
New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided community outreach and education, impact litigation, and movement-driven 
policy advocacy to vindicate rights of low-income women of color impacted by police 
sexual violence. 

Farah Khan 
George Washington University 
Law School CASA 

Hyattsville, 
MD 

Supported coalitions advocating for the abolition of immigration detention and universal 
representation of detained immigrants by providing strategic individual representation of 
detained immigrants and pro se assistance. 

Molly Lao 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Legal Aid at Work 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Established a medical-legal-social services partnership with a local one-stop resource and 
community health center, to provide employment representation for formerly incarcerated 
individuals with disabilities in Fresno. 
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Kelsey Miller Harvard Law School ACLU, Voting Rights Project New York, NY 

Worked closely with low-income voters of color who were disenfranchised by racially 
disparate wait times at the polls on Election Day, using litigation and advocacy to reverse 
polling place closures and provide sufficient electoral resources, beginning in Alabama 
and Arizona. 

Amaris Montes 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Rights Behind Bars 

Washington, 
DC 

Investigated conditions and litigated on behalf of children detained in immigration 
detention centers in the Maryland, Virginia, and DC area, focusing on children with 
disabilities and their mental health needs. 

Erik Nickels 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Established a behavioral health medical-legal partnership for transition-age youth with 
mental health needs in Los Angeles through direct legal services and impact litigation 
cases. 

Kenneth Parreno Harvard Law School 
Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

San Antonio, 
TX 

Provided direct representation, information and outreach, and impact litigation to 
empower low-income English language learners and their families to secure the 
educational resources they need. 

Molly Prothero Harvard Law School Bread for the City 
Washington, 
DC 

Built a medical-legal partnership with Bread for the City's new SE DC medical clinic to 
provide direct representation in housing conditions and public benefits cases.  

Anusha Ravi 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law A Better Balance Nashville, TN 

Provided direct legal services to low-wage workers of color, and educated workers on their 
rights under a new law, the Tennessee Pregnant Workers Fairness Act. 

Dillon Reisman 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU of New Jersey Newark, NJ 

Addressed the equity implications of New Jersey's algorithmic and automated decision 
systems that provide public benefits to people with developmental disabilities.   

Erin Stewart 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Citizens for Juvenile Justice Boston, MA 

Provided systemic advocacy, legal advice and representation to youth and parents facing 
school-based arrest and school discipline issues in Massachusetts.  

Ramis Wadood Yale Law School ACLU of Michigan Detroit, MI 

Provided direct representation and systemic advocacy to low-income immigrants in 
Michigan suffering from the financial and emotional consequences of abusive anti-
immigrant policing. 

Moriah Wilkins 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Legal Aid Justice Center 

Charlottesville
, VA 

Provided direct representation for Black and low-income residents of Charlottesville 
experiencing housing discrimination, and did zoning advocacy and transactional drafting 
work with related nonprofits. 

Alexis Yeboah-Kodie Harvard Law School 
Justice and Accountability 
Center of Louisiana 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided direct representation, policy development and advocacy and coalition building to 
address the criminalization of poverty on Louisianan's, focusing on driver's license 
applications and child support representation. 

Candice Youngblood 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law EarthJustice 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Advanced equitable transportation planning centered on the economic resilience and 
health of California's low-income communities of color through regulatory and policy 
advocacy and litigation.  

Jessica Zhang Harvard Law School 

RAICES, San Antonio, TX/ 
Immigrant Legal Defense, 
Oakland, CA 

San Antonio, 
TX /  Oakland, 
CA 

Filed administrative complaints and federal lawsuits, on behalf of individuals and classes, 
under the Federal Tort Claims Act, seeking damages against the federal government on 
behalf of noncitizens who were injured in federal immigration detention.  
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Esther Araya Yale Law School Kids in Need of Defense 
Washington, 
DC 

Identified, represented, and promoted access to support services for unaccompanied 
children subjected to mistreatment, due process violations, and/or abuse in U.S. custody. 

Eric Baudry Yale Law School Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid 
Minneapolis, 
MN 

Provided direct representation through IRS administrative proceedings of misclassified, 
low-income Minnesota workers, and built coalitions to provide both relief from the negative 
economic consequences of misclassification and also access to the full range of 
employment benefits and protections. 

Juan Bedoya 
New York University School of 
Law 

Political Asylum/Immigration 
Representation (PAIR) Project Boston, MA 

Provided comprehensive civil legal services for pregnant and parenting immigrants. 
Supported family unity and stability by providing legal support in child-welfare, education, 
housing, and public benefits. 

Jordan R. Berger 
New York University School of 
Law 

National Center for Economic 
Justice New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, policy advocacy, impact litigation, and collaboration with 
local Social Services Districts in New York State, to achieve systemic reform that protected 
the rights of people with disabilities who were experiencing homelessness in accessing 
public benefits. 

Alexis Christensen 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Established a new project based at the DC Office of Administrative Hearings to provide 
same-day, on-site advice and extended representation to low-income clients who 
challenged denials, terminations, or reductions in safety net benefits. 

Maia Cole 
New York University School of 
Law Brooklyn Defender Service. Brooklyn, NY 

Provided representation to NYCHA residents facing permanent exclusion from public 
housing, or seeking to lift a permanent exclusion. Developed community education 
materials and brought affirmative litigation challenging NYCHA's unjust and illegal 
practices. 

D'Laney Gielow Yale Law School Legal Aid Chicago Chicago, IL 
Worked on revitalizing the legal requirement that child welfare agencies make "reasonable 
efforts" to keep families intact. 

Elizabeth Gyori Harvard Law School 
Legal Services NYC, Tenants 
Rights Coalition New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, affirmative litigation, and policy advocacy to vindicate the 
rights of NYCHA tenants, including those facing privatization of their units under the Rental 
Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program. 

Emma Halas-O'Connor 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Pine Tree Legal Assistance Portland, ME 

Ensured that low-income tenants in rural Southern Maine had safe and affordable housing 
conditions, by representing them in affirmative warranty of habitability actions. 

John He University of Michigan Law School Public Justice Foundation. Oakland, CA 
Conducted legal outreach, impact litigation, and advocacy to combat the imposition and 
collection of excessive criminal justice fines and fees.  

Carolyn Hite Stanford Law School Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo Buffalo, NY 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to reduce the number of Buffalo Public 
Schools students with disabilities who were suspended. Advocated for an integrated 
suspension diversion program. 

Ruby Kish Rutgers University School of Law 
Advocates for Children of New 
Jersey Newark, NJ 

Provided direct legal representation to youth with disabilities involved in New Jersey's 
juvenile justice system in matters related to education, allowing them to successfully 
return to their communities. 
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Alexandra Kohnert-Yount Harvard Law School Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Austin, TX 
Provided comprehensive legal services for low-income workers who experienced 
workplace abuse or labor exploitation. 

Lauren Koster Boston College Law School 
Children's Law Center of 
Massachusetts Lynn, MA 

Provided individualized, comprehensive legal representation for children in foster care, 
with a special focus on ensuring their educational stability and academic achievement, 
particularly during times of crisis. 

Stephano Medina 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Eviction Defense Network 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation of individuals, community organizations, and coalitions in 
Los Angeles' low-income communities of color seeking to fight gentrification and assert 
their land use rights in the City's Community Plan Updates, a program that aims to rewrite 
the local zoning regulations and set the framework for future development in gentrifying 
communities. 

Mariel Mussack 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Justice at Work 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Addressed the unique legal needs of workers recruited through temporary labor migration 
programs, including administrative advocacy, civil litigation, and U & T visas. 

Eliana Navarro Gracian 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Migrant and Immigrant 
Community Action (MICA) 
Project St. Louis, MO 

Provided holistic legal representation and community-based legal education to support 
U.S. citizen children living in St. Louis and the surrounding rural areas who were separated 
from their parents as a result of immigration enforcement. 

Jared Odessky Harvard Law School Legal Aid at Work 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and community education to support low-wage LGBTQ 
workers in Fresno County and Tulare County California facing discrimination, harassment, 
and other work-related issues. 

Emanuel Powell III Harvard Law School ArchCity Defenders St. Louis, MO 

Provided enforcement of  Missouri public records laws, impact litigation, community-
driven policy advocacy, and pro se tool creation to support the surviving family members of 
people killed by the police. 

Iva Velickovic Yale Law School 
Rocky Mountain Immigrant 
Advocacy Network 

Westminster, 
CO 

Provided direct representation to immigrant children who suffered abuse, neglect, or 
abandonment, to provide stability and fulfill the promise of recently enacted state 
legislation. 

Kelsey White 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Alliance for Children's Rights 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Defended the education rights of low-income students of color with disabilities living in 
foster care, by providing comprehensive direct representation across special education, 
school discipline, and juvenile court settings. 

Vic Wiener University of Tulsa College of Law Juvenile Law Center 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Mobilized communities to end the registration of youth as sex offenders through support 
and advocacy of individuals and families impacted by youth registration, utilizing a 
movement lawyering model. Engaged legal service providers to challenge barriers caused 
by registration. 

Jesse Williams Yale Law School Legal Aid of North Carolina Greenville, NC 

Combated land loss in rural North Carolina by directly representing poor, rural landholders 
— especially those from minority communities and those affected by hurricanes — in 
consumer debt and property matters; pursued impact litigation to expand protections for 
such individuals; and built lasting networks for legal support. 
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Sam Williamson 
University of Maryland School of 
Law 

Homeless Persons 
Representation Project Baltimore, MD 

Eliminated barriers to housing, employment, safety, and stability for LGBTQ homeless 
youth by providing LGBTQ-focused outreach and representation in shelter grievances, 
discrimination cases, public benefits appeals, criminal record expungements, and 
petitions to change legal names and gender markers. 

Emily Wilson William & Mary Law School Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for transition-age students with disabilities to ensure 
students received appropriate transition planning and services that addressed 
independent living, education and employment, in order to improve post-secondary 
outcomes. 

Kath Xu Yale Law School ACLU Women's Rights Project New York, NY 
Challenged the use of predictive analytics in the child welfare system through impact 
litigation, community outreach education and policy advocacy. 

Larisa Zehr 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Legal Aid Justice Center 

Falls Church, 
VA 

Prevented eviction and displacement of low-income Latinx immigrant communities 
through individual representation, impact litigation, community education, and policy 
advocacy. 

Allison Zimmer 
New York University School of 
Law 

Louisiana Center for Children's 
Rights 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to protect the special education rights 
of New Orleans youth during juvenile incarceration and the transition back into the city's 
100% charter school system. 

 
Class of 2019 

Christina Avalos 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Coalition for Humane Immigrant 
Rights of Los Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation to children who were separated from their parents by 
immigration enforcement, focusing on guardianship, custody, housing stability, and health 
care. 

Hugh Baran Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

National Employment Law 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of low-wage workers in the New York tri-state area in 
mandatory arbitrations for claims of sexual harassment, discrimination, and wage theft. 

Jessica Beheydt Indiana University School of Law Indiana Legal Services 
Indianapolis, 
IN 

Established the Opportunity Barriers Clinic to address the civil consequences of court debt 
faced by low-income Indiana residents. The clinic focused on reentry issues such as 
expungements, specialized driving privileges, and wage garnishment. 

Michaela Bland 
Roger Williams University School 
of Law 

Rhode Island Center for Justice / 
Youth Advocacy Foundation  

Providence, RI 
/ Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation, community education, and legislative advocacy to defend 
students' right to an education free of racially charged and discriminatory suspensions. 

John Bonacorsi Esq. Stanford Law School ArchCity Defenders St. Louis, MO 
Provided direct representation, policy advocacy, and impact litigation to secure and 
maintain housing for homeless persons and those facing eviction in St. Louis. 

Angela Breining 
University of California, Davis 
School of Law Centro Legal de la Raza Oakland, CA 

Provided direct representation, community education, and potential impact litigation on 
behalf of low-wage immigrant workers in California's rural Northern Sacramento Valley in 
employment claims including wage and hour, discrimination and retaliation, and 
workplace safety, through the creation of mobile clinics. 
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Akilah Browne Fordham University School of Law New Economy Project New York, NY 

Provided transactional legal services to grassroots organizations seeking to develop 
nonprofit community land trusts to foster the creation and preservation of permanently 
affordable housing for poor New Yorkers. 

Kamala Buchanan-Williams Harvard Law School Georgia Legal Services Program Atlanta, GA 

Provided direct representation and community education on behalf of low-income 
students of color in various Georgia counties to address racially disparate public-school 
discipline. 

Hillary Chutter-Ames 
Northeastern University School of 
Law BPI Chicago, IL 

Provided direct legal services to a coalition of community-based organizations working to 
decrease police violence, reduce constitutional violations, improve police accountability, 
and make neighborhoods safer. 

Sunney Darling 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Victim Rights Law Center Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation to secure government benefits for people with disabilities 
who are  survivors of sexual assault. 

Nicole Endsley 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Tahiri Justice Center San Bruno, CA 

Provided holistic direct representation and community outreach to foreign-born women, 
girls, and LGBTQ individuals in the Bay Area who were survivors of human trafficking and 
other gender-based violence.  

Reynaldo Fuentes 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Partnership for Working 
Families Oakland, CA 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy on behalf of Bay Area warehousing and 
logistics industry workers who were misclassified as contractors. 

Joanna Gardner Rutgers University School of Law HIAS Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation and community outreach on behalf of immigrant victims of 
severe domestic violence, to secure humanitarian immigration relief as  survivors of 
trafficking, and access benefits that empowered them to live independently of their 
traffickers. 

Jess Hunter-Bowman 
Valparaiso University School of 
Law 

National Immigrant Justice 
Center Goshen, IN 

Provided direct representation, community outreach and legal education, and strategic 
advocacy to secure U- and T-visas for low-income immigrant victims of crime and human 
trafficking in chronically-underserved areas of Indiana.  

Ysabel Jurado 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided holistic legal services to prevent the displacement of tenants, community 
organizations, and small businesses in Los Angeles' Historic Filipinotown (HiFi), through 
direct representation of tenants in housing matters and transactional assistance to local 
small businesses and nonprofits. 

Healy Ko Yale Law School 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, outreach, and community education to Korean immigrant 
women and children survivors of domestic violence in LA and Orange County. 

Sarah M. Lakhani 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided legal advice to government agency clients as an embedded attorney at SF Human 
Services Agency, to address immigrants' fears and misinformation about the potential 
negative immigration consequences of accessing public benefits. 

Elizabeth Leiserson Yale Law School 

Southern Migrant Legal Services, 
a Project of Texas RioGrande 
Legal Aid Nashville, TN 

Provided individual and administrative advocacy on behalf of foreign agricultural H-2A 
workers, initially focusing on tobacco workers in Kentucky, who are paid less than federal 
requirements due to a state agency's systematic enforcement failures and approvals of 
unlawfully low wages. 



 

20 

SKADDEN FOUNDATION FELLOWS 

Name Law School Placement Location Project Description 

Emma Mclean-Riggs 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Colorado Juvenile Defender 
Center/ACLU of Colorado Denver, CO 

Provided direct representation of children on the sex offender registry in civil de-
registration and school disciplinary hearings throughout the state of Colorado. 

Jason Pedraza 
New York University School of 
Law Education Law Center Newark, NJ 

Provided direct legal representation and know-your-rights trainings to protect the 
educational rights of disadvantaged preschoolers in New Jersey as the state expanded 
access to pre-K to additional low-income communities.  

Malita Picasso 
City University of New York 
School of Law ACLU, LGBT & HIV Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, policy advocacy, and community education for low-income 
transgender elders to ensure access to affirming health care and to challenge 
discriminatory practices and policies by elder care service providers. 

West Resendes Yale Law School ACLU of Northern California 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided litigation and advocacy to reduce the excessive presence of law enforcement in 
elementary schools and to protect young children with disabilities from the trauma of 
unconstitutional arrest and handcuffing. 

Molly Rugg 
New York University School of 
Law 

Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of families in Manhattan public housing whose tenancy was 
affected by a family member's criminal justice contact. 

Sharion Scott 
Washington University School of 
Law Advancement Project 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided impact litigation, community education initiatives, and advocacy during the 
implementation of new voting rights laws to restore voting rights of formerly incarcerated 
individuals. 

Gabriela Siegel 
New York University School of 
Law Make the Road New York Brooklyn, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and community-directed policy 
advocacy of immigrant domestic workers and cleaners in New York City and Westchester 
facing workplace exploitation and hazardous working conditions. 

Elizabeth Soltan Harvard Law School 
Community Legal Services of 
Philadelphia 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Expanded a medical-legal partnership in West Philadelphia by providing employment and 
public benefits representation to stabilize the income of families with newborns. 

Victoria Wenger 
New York University School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation and community education to ensure voting rights in the South by 
identifying and challenging potential barriers to voting and expanding access to voter 
registration. 

Michael Zuckerman Esq. Harvard Law School Ohio Justice and Policy Center Cincinnati, OH 
Provided direct representation of re-entering citizens to help them overcome legal barriers, 
establishing an office in one of Cincinnati's most disadvantaged neighborhoods, Avondale. 

 
Class of 2018 

Alexis Bailey Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Michigan Protection and 
Advocacy Service Lansing, MI 

Provided direct representation and community education to protect the rights of Michigan 
veterans with disabilities. 

Elizabeth Bixby Esq. Stanford Law School Legal Aid at Work 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and eventual impact litigation advocating for exploited 
domestic workers in the Greater Bay Area. 

Michelle Cho Esq. Yale Law School ACLU of Southern California 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation of low-income Asian immigrants in civil lawsuits against 
fraudulent immigration service providers. Also assisted victims in applying for U and T 
visas. 
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Shane E. Crary Ross Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law California Rural Legal Assistance 

Santa Rosa, 
CA 

Established a medical-legal partnership to address economic and housing insecurity that 
endangered the health of individuals and families living in poverty in western Sonoma 
County. 

Conchita Cruz Esq. Yale Law School 
Urban Justice Center, Asylum 
Seeker Advocacy Project New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services to asylum seekers who fled violence only to become victims 
of domestic violence and consumer fraud in the United States. 

Nolan Downey DePaul University College of Law 
Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation of food assistance recipients whose benefits were 
terminated erroneously due to reinstatement of federal time limit provisions; identified 
systemic issues addressed through impact litigation. 

Catherine P. Humphreville Esq. Harvard Law School 
Brooklyn Legal Services 
Corporation A Brooklyn, NY 

Provided transactional legal services to nonprofits seeking to form community land trusts 
and small businesses in East New York to preserve and create permanently affordable 
housing. Additionally, generated community-based economic development. 

Hong Jiang Esq. Harvard Law School TeamChild Seattle, WA 

Advocated to establish Washington students' right to equitable alternative education by 
being the first to enforce the state's recent legislation through direct services and impact 
litigation. 

Eleanor Kittilstad Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy and direct representation of Illinois elementary school children with 
disabilities, at administrative and due process hearings, who were referred to police and 
acute mental health crisis programs by their schools for behaviors that should have been 
addressed at school. 

Brian Klosterboer Esq. Harvard Law School 
American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation of Texas Houston, TX 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for LGBT youth in Texas schools who 
were homeless or at risk of experiencing homelessness, by challenging discrimination and 
harassment. 

Kathy Lu Esq. Yale Law School Sanctuary for Families New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education and policy advocacy to ensure the 
safety and empowerment of Chinese immigrant survivors of gender-based violence in New 
York City. Also provided Chinese-language legal services in family law, immigration and 
civil litigation. 

Linda S. Morris Esq. 
University of Maryland School of 
Law ACLU- Women's Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and advocacy to dismantle housing barriers for low-income 
women of color due to landlord screening policies that barred applicants with eviction 
records, in Baltimore County, Maryland, and beyond. 

Patricia Okonta Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation and advocacy for low-income people with past criminal records 
to remove barriers to housing. 

Albert Pak Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Michigan Community Resources Detroit, MI 

Provided transactional legal services to low-income entrepreneurs and small businesses 
in Detroit neighborhoods to support economic revitalization. 

Kinjal Patel Esq. Duke University School of Law Staten Island Legal Services 
Staten Island, 
NY 

Provided direct legal representation of low-income LGBTQ and HIV-affected Staten 
Islanders on health-related issues, government benefits, housing and family matters. 
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Jessica Perry Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law New York Civil Liberties Union New York, NY 

Provided direct services and impact litigation to promote equal access to education for 
low-income immigrant children on Long Island who were facing discrimination and 
inadequate services. 

Mason Pesek Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Aid Society of Cleveland Cleveland, OH 

Established workers' rights clinics in two low-income neighborhoods in Cleveland: Central 
and Slavic Village. Provided direct legal representation on wage theft and overtime 
violations under the Fair Labor Standards Act and on workplace safety issues under the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act. Educated workers on how to identify violations and/or 
how to speak to employers about working conditions. 

Samantha Reiser Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Action New York New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to combat the employment barriers 
and socioeconomic consequences low-income New Yorkers face due to criminal records. 

Satcha Robinson Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation, community outreach and policy advocacy to assist low-
income individuals to remedy civil collateral consequences of their involvement in the 
criminal justice system. 

Cory Sagduyu Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law Ayuda 

Falls Church, 
VA 

Provided comprehensive legal services for low-income immigrants who were victims of 
workplace crimes or labor exploitation. Addressed issues of overtime and minimum wage 
claims, EEOC complaints, sexual assault or harassment, labor trafficking and breach of 
contract claims. Also provided representation on applications for U and T visas. 

Lindsey Smith Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Brooklyn Defender Services New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and eventual litigation for indigent Brooklyn youth who 
faced economic instability and arrest due to criminal justice debt. 

Aubrey Sparks Esq. Harvard Law School Mountain State Justice 
Charleston, 
WV 

Provided direct legal services to low-wage workers in the service and retail industries in 
southern West Virginia. As the state shifted from an extraction economy to a service 
economy, this emerging class of workers was left vulnerable to employer abuse without 
the means to exercise their legal rights. Concentrated on wage claims arising from 
multilevel marketing companies and their employment of low-income rural women. 

Jennifer Terrell Esq. 
Washington University School of 
Law 

Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy to decrease racial disparities in voting in Illinois by ensuring that re-
entering citizens had fair access to efficient registration and were not deterred from voting. 
Specifically focused on implementing and enforcing Illinois' new automatic voter 
registration law and ensured that re-entering citizens were included in the reform. 

Jonathan Topaz Esq. Harvard Law School ACLU - Voting Rights Project New York, NY 
Provided advocacy for indigent ex-offenders' voting rights by challenging felony restoration 
laws in South Carolina and Connecticut through impact litigation and policy advocacy. 

Julie Veroff Esq. Yale Law School 
ACLU - Immigrants' Rights 
Project 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, policy advocacy and community 
education to challenge and dismantle barriers to equitable public education for immigrant 
youth and their parents in California's Central Valley and Bay Area. 

Jayme Wiebold Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Iowa Legal Aid Des Moines, IA 

Provided direct representation of low-income Iowans experiencing legal problems as a 
result of vehicle ownership, who were particularly vulnerable to predatory lenders or who 
were sold cars that needed significant repairs. 
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Emily Wilkinson Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation of low-income clients facing debt collection lawsuits in 
state court. Created a Small Claims Action Network to combat debt buyers' abuses of 
small claims court. 

Audrey-Marie Winn Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation supporting workers in the New York 
City app economy. 

Larken Yackulic Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Inner City Law Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided holistic eviction defense to prevent homelessness and housing insecurity for 
families in Los Angeles County. Addressed issues including public benefits claims, family 
law proceedings, temporary restraining orders, expungements, debt collection and 
unlawful eviction actions. 

Victoria Yee Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Wage Justice Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct legal services and community education to low-wage immigrant Chinese 
workers in Los Angeles's San Gabriel Valley, to recover their unpaid wages and apply the 
National Labor Relations Act's Section 7 protections to combat retaliation. 

 
Class of 2017 

Galen Ages Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Legal Aid at Work 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Established a Workers' Rights Project in the Inland Empire in Southern California. Through 
an on-site clinic, a toll-free helpline, community training, and individualized advocacy, the 
Project offered free legal services to low-income clients on the full range of employment 
issues they faced.   

Monica Andrade-Fannon Esq. 
Michigan State University College 
of Law ACLU of Michigan Detroit, MI 

Advocated to protect the civil rights of immigrant children and their families harmed by the 
Flint water crisis, utilizing the three-pronged approach of community outreach, impact 
litigation, and a communications campaign to address the severe consequences of lead 
exposure. 

Allyson Bain Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Roger Baldwin Foundation of the 
ACLU Chicago, IL 

Worked to improve mental health treatment for low-income children, including those in 
state custody who had psychological or other invisible disabilities, through direct client 
services, impact litigation, and public policy reform. 

Natasha Tavora Baker Esq. 
George Washington University 
Law School Open City Advocates 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided post-disposition representation for female youth transitioning back into the 
community after incarceration at New Beginnings, the Washington, D.C. juvenile prison. 

Willem Watson Bloom Esq. Yale Law School CALA Chicago, IL 
Represented low-wage immigrant workers in litigation and provided advice in connection 
with the settlement process to ensure workplace protections and organizing rights. 

Blair Bowie Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Campaign Legal Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct services and impact litigation for citizens with prior convictions in Florida, 
Alabama, and Mississippi in order to challenge overly broad felony disenfranchisement 
laws and financial barriers to restoring voting rights. 

Kelly Byrne Esq. 
George Washington University 
Law School 

Delaware Community Legal Aid 
Society 

Wilmington, 
DE 

Provided direct representation for victims of human trafficking and intimate partner 
violence in the expungement and vacatur of victimization-related criminal convictions. 
Also provided services on matters of access to public benefits, housing, and immigration 
status. 
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Annemarie Caruso Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law Main Street Legal Services 

Long Island 
City, NY 

Provided direct representation for K-12 students living in public housing in Queens, New 
York, at all levels of educational disruption, including classroom removal, in-school 
suspension, out-of-school suspension, grade retention, and special education. 

Ariana Cernius Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for indigent Los Angeles County residents with invisible 
disabilities such as mental illness, as well as intellectual and other developmental 
disabilities, to maintain and/or reinstate government benefits. Also worked to improve 
government screening tools to increase the number of indigent invisibly disabled persons 
accessing the public benefit system. 

Olivia Cole Esq. Duke University School of Law Swords to Plowshares 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy for women veterans, the fastest-growing segment of the homeless 
population in San Francisco due in part to a high rate of trauma and poor access to 
disability benefits. Worked to remove obstacles to obtaining veteran disability benefits 
through targeted legal outreach and direct representation. 

Sophie Elsner Esq. Harvard Law School Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Austin, TX 

Provided direct representation for low-income, predominately Spanish-speaking tenants 
facing eviction and rent increases. Worked with a newly formed tenants' rights organization 
to enforce existing, yet underutilized, tenant protections to create a model for sustainable 
affordable housing. 

Maggie Gribben Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law Justice at Work Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation for low-wage workers in the newly developed "wage courts" 
in the Boston Municipal Court Small Claims Division in order to combat widespread wage 
theft, by ensuring robust enforcement of the state's strong wage and hour laws. 

Brian D. Highsmith Esq. Yale Law School National Consumer Law Center Boston, MA 

Developed new ways to apply existing consumer law protections in order to prevent 
abusive and unlawful collections of criminal justice debts. Also provided direct 
representation and legal education to help low-income families vindicate their rights, and 
worked to strengthen protections against harmful collection practices through policy 
advocacy and impact-focused litigation. 

Dana Leib Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for former foster care children who are now young parents 
facing child welfare proceedings. Fought to end the Administration for Children's Services' 
practice of using these parents' childhood medical records as evidence that they are unfit 
parents. 

Elizabeth Levitan Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Youth Advocacy Foundation Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation for youth in the delinquency system to ensure that they 
received all the special education services necessary to avoid school failure and 
successfully reintegrate into school and the community. Also worked on developing a 
sustainable system for post-sentencing educational representation for court-involved 
youth statewide. 

Oscar Londono Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Community Justice Project Miami, FL 

Established an on-site legal clinic at the Miami Workers Center to provide wage theft 
defense, systemic advocacy, and community education for low-wage domestic workers 
organizing in South Florida.  
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Cara McClellan Esq. Yale Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation on behalf of black girls in Baltimore excluded from school 
because of disabilities. Also sought to reform discipline practices and support the girls in 
advocating for themselves. 

Shayna Medley Esq. Harvard Law School ACLU - LGBT & HIV Project New York, NY 

Provided direct services, impact litigation and legal education to ensure safe school 
environments and access to single-sex spaces for transgender youth in rural, low-income 
areas with a focus on Southern and Western states where the rights of trans youth are 
most under attack. 

Oluwadamilola Obaro Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education and advocacy for low-income New 
Yorkers facing financial crisis due to unlawful debt collection lawsuits seeking rental 
arrears, years after a tenant's displacement, or eviction from their home. 

Militza Pagan Esq. Chicago-Kent College of Law 
Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation and community outreach for domestic workers to enforce 
their new legal rights under the Illinois Domestic Workers' Bill of Rights. 

Veryl Pow Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation of indigent persons in civil collection suits initiated by bail 
bonds companies in Baltimore. Also sought to limit the power of the commercial bail 
industry to stall reform of Maryland's bail system through impact litigation and policy 
advocacy. 

Derecka Purnell Esq. Harvard Law School Advancement Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided impact litigation to challenge police practices under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and the Fourth Amendment, and challenged overbroad criminal laws under the 
14th Amendment. 

Shakeer Rahman Esq. Harvard Law School The Bronx Defenders Bronx, NY 

Provided direct representation of indigent people in the Bronx who sought to recover 
damages in small claims court when they were injured by police or other members of 
government agencies. Focused on injuries that were individually too small for civil rights 
lawyers to address, but that could have an outsized impact in the lives of impoverished 
people. 

Tarra Simmons Esq. Seattle University School of Law Public Defender Association Seattle, WA 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy on behalf of former justice-involved 
individuals to remove barriers to successful reentry. Particularly worked to overcome 
barriers to employment, housing and legal financial obligations. 

Julia Solorzano Esq. Yale Law School Southern Poverty Law Center Atlanta, GA 

Provided advocacy to address worker safety and health in poultry processing plants in the 
southeastern United States, in particular ergonomic and medical mismanagement issues 
and the denial of bathroom breaks, through strategic OSHA complaints and impact 
litigation. 

Pedro Spivakovsky-Gonzalez 
Esq. Harvard Law School Veterans Legal Services Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation of veterans in the Greater Boston area on access to 
benefits, housing and family law. Also created partnerships with reentry programs and 
other community organizations. 
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Dorothy Tegeler Esq. Yale Law School Urban Justice Center, ASAP New York, NY 

Provided comprehensive legal services to Central American refugee families in New York 
City and surrounding areas including Long Island and Westchester County. Also supported 
refugees nationwide through popular education and creative use of technology. Used a 
mass-texting program operated by the Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project and a private 
Facebook group run by the organization and partnered with Catholic Legal Immigration. 

Vivian Wong Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Learning Rights Law Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided trauma-informed special education legal services to system-involved youth with 
disabilities who faced school pushout due to unaddressed mental health needs. 
Empowered youth to learn self-advocacy skills in addition to educating community 
members about disability as a strength rather than an inevitable weakness. 

Tiffany Yang Esq. Stanford Law School 
Washington Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation to dismantle barriers to housing and 
employment of low-income persons upon reentry to the greater D.C.-Baltimore area. 

Emily Zhang Stanford Law School ACLU - Voting Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation and advocacy to expand access to the franchise for vulnerable 
populations by eliminating earlier registration deadlines for voters in Arizona and South 
Carolina. 

 
Class of 2016 

Jessica Alcantara Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Advancement Project 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy for black and Latino communities facing school closures. Used 
Department of Education Title VI complaints and other civil litigation strategies to increase 
access for black and Latino students to quality, well-resourced neighborhood public 
schools. 

Sarah Brafman Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law A Better Balance New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services for low-wage workers in New York City to enforce their rights 
under two new workplace protection laws: the Earned Sick Time Act and the Pregnant 
Workers Fairness Act. Also focused on community training and advocacy. 

Alexandra Brodsky Esq. Yale Law School National Women's Law Center 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy on behalf of low-income girls of color 
suspended or expelled from school for reasons that were in violation of their civil rights, 
particularly for behavior related to trauma stemming from sexual victimization. 

Maya Brodziak Esq. Harvard Law School Lawyers for Children New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for foster youth to protect their educational rights by 
reducing the disproportionate use of suspension and expulsion. Also represented these 
clients in family court and school discipline hearings and worked to create a framework for 
sustainable reform. 

Emily Montgomery Brown, Esq Yale Law School 
Advocates for Basic Legal 
Equality Columbus, OH 

Provide direct representation and administrative advocacy for immigrant workers in 
agricultural labor camps throughout Ohio, focusing on workplace safety, wages and hours, 
and civil rights issues. 

Cari Carson Esq. University of Michigan Law School 

Legal Aid of North Carolina - 
Advocates for Children's 
Services Durham, NC 

Provided trauma-informed direct representation for court-involved youth in special 
education matters to decrease the number of youth experiencing school failure and its 
consequences. 
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Cassie Chambers Armstrong 
Esq. Harvard Law School 

Louisville Legal Aid Society, 
Louisville, KY/Kentucky Equal 
Justice Center Lexington, KY 

Provided direct representation for low-income female victims of domestic violence in rural 
Kentucky. Also worked to build an infrastructure to deliver pro se assistance to women in 
14 rural Kentucky counties. 

Connor Cory Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Whitman-Walker Health 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation for young LGBTQ immigrants by extricating survivors of 
violence from abusive and neglectful circumstances and helping clients obtain economic, 
social, and medical security. 

Anna Deknatel Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

Brooklyn Legal Services 
Corporation A Brooklyn, NY 

Provided direct bankruptcy representation for low-income Brooklyn and Queens, New 
York, homeowners facing foreclosure by helping them achieve financial stability and keep 
their homes. Emphasis was on crafting affordable mortgage modifications and 
restructuring debt by preserving the equity that they had built in their homes. 

Akiva Freidlin Esq. Stanford Law School 
Southern Center for Human 
Rights Atlanta, GA 

Provided advocacy to advance economic justice in Georgia through direct representation, 
impact litigation, and community education on behalf of low-income persons burdened by 
fines and fees assessed for traffic violations and other minor offenses. 

Charles Gerstein Esq. University of Michigan Law School Civil Rights Corps 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy to help poor people escape the collateral consequences of 
uncounseled misdemeanor guilty pleas in Louisiana and other nearby states. Assisted 
people through direct representation to expunge minor convictions and bring systemic civil 
suits through impact litigation to protect the Sixth Amendment right to counsel when facing 
bail. 

Rose Carmen Goldberg Esq. Yale Law School Swords to Plowshares 
San Francsico, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for veterans with non-honorable discharges based on 
undiagnosed PTSD who were facing some of the biggest barriers to treatment. Assisted 
them in challenging their unwarranted discharge status and gaining access to health care 
and benefits through a new behavioral medical-legal partnership. 

Elizabeth Hadaway Esq. Harvard Law School Public Counsel 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided advocacy through community-led impact litigation for California children denied 
the instruction necessary to achieve basic literacy. Also provided direct representation for 
children in their schools and outreach to share the litigation model. 

Andrew Hammond Yale Law School 
Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for children who qualified for critical 
public benefits but were not receiving them. Also provided community education and 
outreach to educate other advocates, providers, and potential beneficiaries. 

Jessica Hanson Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

National Immigration Law 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, and coalition building to promote and 
defend access to educational, professional, and economic opportunities for low-income 
immigrants who were to benefit from new federal policy changes that granted them work 
permits. 

Donna Harati Esq. Harvard Law School Homeboy Industries 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct reentry legal services for formerly incarcerated persons in Los Angeles. 
Produced record expungements, provided consumer debt counseling, and mitigated 
criminal justice debt and traffic fines. 
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David Hausman Stanford Law School 
ACLU - Immigrants' Rights 
Project New York, NY 

Provided advocacy to protect the rights of Central American refugee children to enroll in 
schools in the New York area and across the country. 

Julie Kornfeld Esq. University of Michigan Law School Urban Justice Center - IRAP New York, NY 
Provided direct representation for foreign national human-trafficking survivors in the New 
York City area, focusing on access to public benefits and civil restitution claims. 

Amanda Merkwae Esq. University of Michigan Law School Legal Action of Wisconsin Milwaukee, WI 
Provided direct representation of special education and general education students in 
suspension and exclusion proceedings in Milwaukee public, charter and voucher schools. 

Sue Pak Esq. DePaul University College of Law Cabrini Green Legal Aid Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation to persons reentering the workplace, including record 
expungement and access to housing and family law in an effort to remove employment 
barriers and lessen the collateral consequences of having a juvenile or criminal record. 

Katherine Peccerillo Esq. 
University of Connecticut School 
of Law New Haven Legal Assistance 

New Haven, 
CT 

Provided direct representation of immigrant families through school-based legal clinics. 
Developed linguistically and culturally accessible outreach materials and know-your-rights 
presentations, and represented persons on issues of housing, family law and employment 
discrimination. Sought appropriate immigration relief such as VAWA petitions or U visas. 

Casey Raymond Esq. Stanford Law School Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and eventual impact litigation to combat widespread wage 
theft of low-wage workers by ensuring robust enforcement of California's new minimum 
wage law. 

Steven Salcedo Esq. Harvard Law School Western New York Law Center Buffalo, NY 
Provided transactional legal services to low-income entrepreneurs. The goal was to 
generate jobs, goods and services in under-resourced neighborhoods. 

Jamie Schulte Esq. University of Chicago Law School LAF Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation in special education and disciplinary matters for students in 
Chicago's growing "options schools." Also provided community education on students' 
rights to stay in school and their entitlement to special education services and fair 
discipline procedures. 

Colleen Shea Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Disability Law Center Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation of low-income students with disabilities from minority 
backgrounds who were recommended for, or participating in, overly restrictive 
placements. Also represented those who had been improperly disciplined with the use of 
exclusionary measures, including suspension, restraint and seclusion. The goal was to 
curb the school-to-prison pipeline in Massachusetts. 

Charlotte Tsui Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

Sustainable Economies Law 
Center Oakland, CA 

Provided transactional legal services to create worker-owned businesses in the Bay Area 
with a particular emphasis on low-wage workers from Asian Pacific Islander communities 
who are vulnerable to labor trafficking and exploitation. The goal was to build economic 
security for them. 

Kirby Tyrrell Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Her Justice New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of domestic violence victims in Brooklyn, New York, to 
assert their right to safety and independence. Clients seen at a community maternal and 
child health clinic provided by a medical-legal partnership. 
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Katherine Wutchiett Esq. 
Washington University School of 
Law 

Legal Aid Society - Employment 
Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation of low-income pregnant workers and new mothers on 
issues of job-protected leave, accommodations and partial wage replacement. Created a 
medical-legal partnership with a birthing hospital and prenatal clinics in Contra Costa 
County, California. 

 
Class of 2015 

Rachel Brady, Esq. Chicago-Kent College of Law Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for disabled youth in, or transitioning out of, Illinois juvenile 
justice facilities and Chicago's alternative schools, with the goals of keeping such youth in 
school and securing appropriate special education services for future success. 

Yan Cao, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law South Brooklyn Legal Services Brooklyn, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and advocacy to help low-income 
borrowers with subprime student debt regain financial stability and redress abusive debt 
collection practices. 

Caitlyn Carpenter, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY Harlem, NY 

Provided direct representation, outreach, and community education for young, indigent 
parents involved with the child welfare system, with a special focus on working with young 
parents who have a history of foster care involvement and with young fathers. 

Katrina Cohen, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Philadelphia Legal Assistance 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation and community education to address and ameliorate the 
fragile financial stability of working-poor individuals and families in the intersecting areas 
of consumer, family, and public benefits law. 

Erin Diaz, Esq. 
Michigan State University College 
of Law 

Michigan Protection & Advocacy 
Service Detroit, MI 

Provided direct representation for low-income Detroit families with disabled children. 
Conducted in-person outreach to and education for parents to ensure that their children 
were receiving free and appropriate education.  

Ayirini Fonseca-Sabune, Esq. Harvard Law School 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided advocacy to combat harassment of low-income tenants in New York City's most 
rapidly gentrifying communities through affirmative litigation and community education. 

Tara Grigg Green, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Disability Rights Texas Houston, TX 

Provided direct representation for poor disabled children in Medicaid Fair Hearings after 
the wrongful denial of their claims for necessary services. Worked to keep children home 
with their parents (the financial burden of these denials often forces parents to place their 
children into foster care) and advocated for children already in the foster care system in 
order to achieve stability and permanency. 

Scott Hochberg, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Community Legal Services in 
East Palo Alto East Palo Alto, CA 

Provided direct representation, community education, and policy advocacy for low-wage 
immigrant workers facing wage theft and retaliation, using a groundbreaking new law 
aimed at preventing the improper use of employees' immigration status to silence 
complaints. 

Kara Ingelhart, Esq. University of Chicago Law School Lambda Legal Chicago, IL 
Provided direct representation for low-income LGBTQ youth with criminal records in order 
to remove barriers to housing, employment, and education. 
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Nisha Kashyap, Esq. Stanford Law School Alliance for Children's Rights 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Worked with the Los Angeles Opportunity Youth Collaborative to dismantle the common 
barriers to educational attainment that transition-age foster youth encounter, using direct 
services, stakeholder training, and state and local policy advocacy.  

Christopher Lapinig, Esq. Yale Law School 
Asian Americans Advancing 
Justice 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and culturally sensitive advocacy for Filipino human-
trafficking survivors on a range of issues, including wage and hour violations, and anti-
retaliation and anti-discrimination claims. Also connected survivors to mental health 
resources and social services, and worked to forge a robust anti-trafficking coalition of 
community leaders and government officials in order to facilitate collaboration and 
knowledge-sharing. 

Rebecca Livengood, Esq. Harvard Law School 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
New Jersey Newark, NJ 

Provided direct representation for children in solitary confinement in New Jersey detention 
facilities who were being denied access to an education. Also represented such children, 
upon release, in IDEA hearings to help them reenroll and readjust to school. 

Jonathan Markovitz, Esq. 
University of California, Irvine 
School of Law 

ACLU of San Diego and Imperial 
Counties San Diego, CA 

Provided direct representation of low-income families who had been inappropriately 
denied CalWORKs benefits and/or subjected to highly intrusive home searches as part of 
San Diego county's "Project 100% Welfare Program." 

Nina Martinez, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided mediation services and community education in order for low-wage workers in 
New York City to have access to alternate dispute resolution mechanisms. 

Sheela Ramesh, Esq. Yale Law School Bay Area Legal Aid 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided comprehensive direct legal services and systemic advocacy on behalf of 
commercially sexually exploited youth and those most at risk of exploitation in the Bay 
Area. Facilitated access to physical and mental health care, education, cash/food 
assistance, safe housing and social services.  

Daniella Rohr, Esq. Yale Law School 
The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Practice New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation to enforce the rights of children in the 
foster care system with psychiatric conditions, specifically those that had been 
psychiatrically hospitalized and/or prescribed psychotropic medication. 

Nora Ryan, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy to build community capacity in Chicago neighborhoods hardest hit by 
the foreclosure crisis by partnering with community organizations to effectively utilize the 
Cook County Land Bank and ensure its sustainability by strengthening its legal 
infrastructure.  

Vidhi Sanghavi Joshi, Esq. Vanderbilt University Law School 

Legal Aid Society of Middle 
Tennessee and the 
Cumberlands Nashville, TN 

Provided comprehensive legal services to low-income persons with criminal records to 
enable them to successfully re-enter society. Also engaged in community legal education 
and coalition building. 

Jonathan Sgro, Esq. Villanova University School of Law 
Community Legal Services of 
Philadelphia 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation of low-income and elderly homeowners facing tax 
foreclosures. Also assisted homeowners in applying for new tax relief programs, advocated 
to ensure compliance with the procedural rules established in the new ordinance, and 
advocated with the city and its third-party collectors. 
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Blake Strode, Esq. Harvard Law School ArchCity Defenders St. Louis, MO 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation in housing, landlord-tenant and 
consumer law on behalf of low-income residents in the St. Louis area. Promoted economic 
and racial justice through advocacy and community education in Ferguson, Missouri, and 
the surrounding areas of north St. Louis County.  

Naomi Sultan, Esq. Loyola Law School Los Angeles 
Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct legal services and training to empower homeless veterans and help them 
achieve economic stability by establishing a behavioral health medical-legal partnership 
with Mental Health America's Operation Healthy Homecoming in Long Beach, California.  

Michael Turi, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct representation to low-wage immigrant workers seeking to collect damages 
on unpaid wages and other labor law violations, employing strategies in the pre-judgment 
phase and ensuring that damages will be paid.  

Saskia Valencia, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law Youth Represent New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and community education for at-risk and court-involved 
youth through a medical-legal partnership model at community-based mental health 
clinics. The goal was to improve mental health outcomes and chances for successful 
reentry after involvement in the justice system.  

Kristen Valosky, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center SeniorLAW Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Addressed health-harming legal needs of vulnerable seniors to provide more 
comprehensive care via a medical-legal partnership between SeniorLAW Center and LIFE 
(Living Independently for Elders). 

Stacy Villalobos, Esq. Stanford Law School 
The Legal Aid Society 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation to low-wage, immigrant women workers in Fresno, 
California. Also used community education, impact litigation and advocacy to expand and 
protect clients' rights, capitalizing on recently passed California laws to strengthen worker 
protections. 

Geoffrey Wertime, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Housing Works Brooklyn, NY 

Provided direct services for homeless and formerly homeless people living with AIDS on a 
range of issues, including public benefits fair hearings and in Housing Court. Also pursued 
impact litigation to address discrimination against persons living with AIDS on the basis of 
HIV/AIDS, LGBT identity and source of income. 

Cody Wofsy, Esq. Yale Law School 
American Civil Liberties Union - 
Immigrants Rights Project 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, advocacy and community education to 
challenge the anticipated backlash against the new administrative immigration relief 
program. Focused on access to drivers' licenses, professional and commercial licenses, 
and higher and adult education. 

Jessica Youngberg, Esq. Suffolk University Law School Veterans Legal Services Newton, MA 

Provided direct legal assistance of preventative legal services to low-income veterans 
hoping to help ensure long-term stability and prevent the downward spiral of 
homelessness.  

 
Class of 2014 

Alice Abrokwa, Esq. Harvard Law School 
The Judge David L. Bazelon 
Center for Mental Health Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, and advocacy to ensure that students 
with disabilities, especially mental disabilities, in Washington, D.C. charter schools 
received needed services in inclusive educational settings. 
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Robyn Bitner, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Advocates for Children of New 
York New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community outreach, and policy advocacy to strengthen 
access to early childhood education for preschoolers experiencing homelessness. 

Samuel T. Brandao, Esq. Tulane University School of Law 
Southeast Louisiana Legal 
Services 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided direct representation, policy advocacy, and caseworker training to protect 
disabled, poor tenants from housing discrimination. 

Carl S. Charles, Esq. 
University of Denver College of 
Law 

American Civil Liberties Union - 
LGBT Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and policy advocacy for low-income 
youth transgressing gender norms. Worked to ensure safe housing placement and health 
care access in homeless shelters, foster care settings, and juvenile justice facilities. 

Peter Chen, Esq. Yale Law School 
Advocates for Children of New 
Jersey Newark, NJ 

Provided advocacy for early education and intervention rights for children ages 0-5, by 
educating parents of their rights, identifying obstacles to use, and providing direct legal 
assistance and policy advocacy to reduce those obstacles. 

Marion Donovan-Kaloust, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Esperanza Immigrant Rights 
Project 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for undocumented, abused, abandoned, or neglected 
children facing the juvenile justice system. Also provided community education, outreach, 
collaboration, and monitoring. 

Jan May Fox, Esq. 
Washington and Lee University 
School of Law 

Delaware Community Legal Aid 
Society 

Georgetown, 
DE 

Provided direct legal representation for immigrant victims of domestic violence in Sussex 
and Kent Counties on matters involving protection orders, custody, divorce, housing, and 
public benefits. 

Melissa Friedman, Esq. Harvard Law School The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for foster youth to preserve their rights to permanency and expediency 
of placement. Proceeded on three levels: direct representation, resource creation to 
facilitate cases in other jurisdictions, and policy advocacy. 

Audrey Gilliam, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 
National Immigrant Justice 
Center Chicago, IL 

Secured legal protection for victims of human trafficking, trained law enforcement and 
social service providers to identify and properly refer victims, and expanded favorable 
precedent for trafficking victims through litigation. 

Jason Glick, Esq. Yale Law School 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and impact litigation to empower 
low-income Spanish- and Mandarin-speaking New Yorkers to combat and be free from the 
fraudulent and deceptive business practices of predatory for-profit schools. 

Sarah Hess, Esq. 
University of Illinois Chicago 
School of Law 

Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under law Chicago, IL 

Promoted child and community wellness by implementing a medical-legal partnership for 
Erie Health Center's Spanish-speaking population. 

Maren Hulden, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Mid-Minnesota Legal Assistance 

Minneapolis, 
MN 

Provided advocacy on behalf of students placed in, or at risk of placement in, the most 
segregated special education settings in school districts across Minnesota. 

Ariel Jurow Kleiman, Esq. Yale Law School Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation to low-income immigrant workers in tax controversy cases, 
including negotiating offers and compromise, representing clients in collection due 
process hearings and requesting audit reconsideration, among other services. Developed 
language-appropriate education programs and materials to increase the tax literacy of low-
income immigrant communities. 
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Jessica Levin, Esq. Harvard Law School Education Law Center Newark, NJ 

Provided advocacy to create New Jersey's first English Language Learner (ELL) project to 
represent and advocate for low-income ELL students in the Education Law Center's priority 
areas, particularly special education, student discipline, bullying, and school admissions. 

Karen Lindell, Esq. Vanderbilt University Law School Juvenile Law Center 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided advocacy to meet the transition and treatment needs of dependent and 
delinquent disabled youth aged 14-21. Used representation, impact litigation, and training 
to assist them in becoming successful adults. 

Dermot Lynch, Esq. Yale Law School Towards Justice Denver, CO 
Provided direct representation and community education to empower exploited sheep and 
cattle herders on Colorado's Western Slope and to vindicate their legal rights. 

Lindsay Nash, Esq. Yale Law School 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 

Challenged discrimination in education and employment against "Dreamers" — immigrant 
youth brought to the United States as children — through direct representation, impact 
litigation, public education and advocacy. 

Jared Nicholson Esq. Harvard Law School Northeast Legal Aid Lawrence, MA 

Provided transactional legal services focused on community economic development to 
low-income entrepreneurs and small businesses in Lawrence and Lynn, Massachusetts, 
aimed at fighting poverty and promoting growth. 

Aadhithi Padmanabhan, Esq. Yale Law School New York Civil Liberties Union New York, NY 
Provided community education, litigation and advocacy to enforce labor rights and prevent 
sexual harassment of female farm workers in Western New York. 

Gillian Quandt, Esq. Yale Law School Centro Legal de la Raza Oakland, CA 

Established a medical-legal partnership to provide integrated comprehensive legal 
services to the low-income, Spanish-speaking working immigrant community in the East 
Bay, California. Established an on-site legal clinic at Highland Hospital.   

Jessica Rubin-Wills, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Youth Advocay Project/The 
EdLaw Project Boston, MA 

Provided education advocacy for young children in the Massachusetts child welfare 
system to ensure that they received services to address developmental delays early in life 
and entered kindergarten with a strong foundation for educational success. 

Julia Simon-Mishel, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Philadelphia Legal Assistance 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation for low-wage workers fighting against wage theft and the 
unjust denial of unemployment compensation benefits. Provided educational materials, 
targeted outreach and monthly clinics at community centers. 

Emily Soli, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law DNA - People's Legal Services 

Window Rock, 
AZ 

Provided comprehensive legal services to victims of domestic violence in the most 
underserved areas of the Navajo Nation. Collaborated with medical providers and 
community organizations to maximize project reach. 

Nicolle Vasquez Del Favero, 
Esq. 

Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Domestic Violence Action 
Center Honolulu, HI 

Provided legal representation and outreach services to women affected by domestic 
violence or sexual assault in the military, including active service members, military 
dependents and veterans. 

Eli Wade-Scott, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Assistance Foundation 
(LAF Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation of low-income tenants in Cook County whose health was 
threatened by their landlords' failure to maintain their units in accordance with the law. 
Collaborated with community organizations and medical providers to leverage individual 
cases for systemic change. 
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Lee Tung Wang, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Immigrant Defense Project New York, NY 

Advocated to protect children from the effects of family breakup by providing legal 
assistance and advocacy to the U.S. citizen children of immigrant parents who faced 
detention and deportation. 

Theresa Zhen, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

A New Way of Life Reentry 
Project 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Assisted persons who have past criminal records to remove barriers to employment and 
ensure success at reentering society through direct representation, affirmative litigation, 
community education and policy advocacy. 

Melanie Zuch, Esq. Harvard Law School Covenant House New York New York, NY 

Provided direct representation to homeless and runaway youth to mitigate the civil 
consequences of past convictions, so that they could gain access to employment, 
affordable housing, education and welfare benefits. 

 
Class of 2013 

Elyssa Caplan Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law The Door New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for high-risk immigrant youth on matters of family stability, 
education, and access to mental health services. 

Joelle Emerson, Esq. Stanford Law School Equal Rights Advocates 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy for low-income immigrant women who experienced sexual harassment 
and assault in the workplace by representing them in their employment claims and 
developing holistic clinics to comprehensively address their legal and nonlegal needs. 

Mara Fleder, Esq. Harvard Law School Bronx Defenders Bronx, NY 

Provided direct representation for fathers in neglect, abuse, and termination of parental 
rights proceedings. Also promoted responsible parenting through "know your rights as 
fathers" trainings designed to prevent the unnecessary disruption of the father-child 
relationship and to reduce dependence on foster care. 

Semuteh Freeman, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Services for Children 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to ensure educational success and 
college readiness for homeless youth and transitional foster youth in the San Francisco 
area. The California legislature recognized the need for extended benefits to foster youth 
ages 18-21 through the passage of a new bill, thereby creating an opportunity to use 
additional time in foster care to increase enrollment in higher education. 

Haben Girma, Esq. Harvard Law School Disability Rights Advocates Berkeley, CA 

Worked to improve education for students with disabilities by litigating high-impact cases 
to compel schools to provide accessible instructional materials and by empowering 
students to become self-advocates through the creation and distribution of guides for 
blind and other print-disabled students. 

Hilary Hammell, Esq. 
University of Washington School 
of Law Public Advocates 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for low-income students excluded 
from charter schools in order to enforce and strengthen the civil rights obligations of 
charter schools. 
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Evan Henley, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, and advocacy to obtain meaningful relief 
for underserved low-income tenants, working toward the goal of reforming the D.C. 
Superior Court's Housing Conditions Calendar, a much-needed venue where tenants 
could quickly and inexpensively sue their landlords for repairs, but which had failed to 
order the swift and full relief to which tenants were entitled. Issues included collapsing 
ceilings, inoperable heat, and vermin infestation that had threatened tenants' health and 
safety. 

Robert Hodgson, Esq. Harvard Law School New York Civil Liberties Union New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation, community education, and advocacy on behalf of LGBT 
students in rural, impoverished regions of New York State who experienced harassment in 
school. Worked to enforce the Dignity for All Students Act, which established a student's 
right to be free from harassment based on sexual orientation/gender identity and a 
school's responsibility to train staff to prevent bullying. 

Elizabeth Johnston, Esq. Vanderbilt University Law School National Women's Law Center 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided legal and policy advocacy for pregnant women and new mothers working in 
female-dominated, low-wage jobs in Washington, D.C., and New York City. 

Sarah Ladd, Esq. 
Michigan State University College 
of Law Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. Toledo, OH 

Provided direct representation for victims of human trafficking. Also provided community 
education and training for social service providers. 

Hunter Landerholm, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Neighborhood Legal Services of 
Los Angeles County 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation to save the homes of poor working families in Los Angeles 
facing foreclosure, with emphasis on the enforcement of California's recently enacted 
Homeowner Bill of Rights. 

Danielle Lang, Esq. Yale Law School Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for low-wage workers to combat workplace violations 
uncovered by innovative local organizing efforts. Focus was on workers who had expressed 
a need for representation, particularly warehouse, hotel, carwash, port, and sanitation 
workers. 

Oscar Lopez, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Advancement Project 

Washington, 
DC 

Worked with youth and parents, employing a multifaceted advocacy approach, to reform 
discipline policies and practices in charter and traditional public schools in Washington, 
D.C., in order to eliminate the pushing out of students of color.  

Adam R. Meyers, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Brooklyn Legal Services 
Corporation A Brooklyn, NY 

Represented low-income, rent-regulated tenants in Williamsburg and Greenpoint facing 
illegal displacement through landlord abuse and city-imposed vacate orders. 

Sofia Nelson, Esq. Yale Law School ACLU of Michigan Detroit, MI 
Provided direct representation, impact litigation, community legal education and 
legislative advocacy for low-income persons in Michigan with past criminal records. 

Allison Newcombe, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law The Alliance for Children's Rights 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct services, community legal education, and cooperative efforts at systemic 
reform to improve long-term outcomes for foster youth victims of sex trafficking in Los 
Angeles County.  

Diana Newmark 
New York University School of 
Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education and systemic advocacy to enforce 
the education and due process rights of court-involved children with school-based 
behavior issues.  
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Samuel Petsonk, Esq. 
Washington and Lee University 
School of Law 

Mountain State Justice; 
Charleston, WV 

Charlestown, 
WV 

Represented West Virginia coal miners who were subject to unlawful retaliation for 
reporting unsafe working conditions to their employers or to regulators.  

Casey Potter, Esq. University of Chicago Law School Cabrini Green Legal Aid Chicago, IL 
Provided comprehensive legal services to remove barriers to familial and economic 
participation for noncustodial fathers with criminal records.  

Trudy Rebert, Esq. Yale Law School 
New Orleans Workers' Center for 
Racial Justice 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided direct representation and advocacy for guest workers in the Gulf Coast seafood 
industry to achieve dignified work by combating forced labor, retaliation, minimum wage 
violations and unsafe working conditions. 

Daniel Saver, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Community Legal Services in 
East Palo Alto 

East Palo Alto, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for low-income, limited-English-proficient tenants facing 
eviction and illegal rents. Collaborated with community organizations to educate renters 
about their rights and available administrative remedies under recently passed just-cause 
and rent stabilization ordinances. 

Nicholas Sheehan, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Advocates for Children of New 
York, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to keep New York City students in 
school and out of court. Provided workshops to train students, families and court 
personnel about educational rights. Advocated for policies that develop alternatives for 
suspensions and improve coordination between the education and juvenile justice 
systems. 

Rachel Smit, Esq. Boston University School of Law Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation for temporary workers in Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
including community legal education and administrative advocacy to enforce the newly 
enacted Temporary Worker Right to Know Act and other employment rights.  

Andrea Smith, Esq. 
University of California, Irvine 
School of Law Disability Rights Legal Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided community education, direct representation and impact litigation for youth with 
disabilities in public schools who were also affected by homelessness.  

Evan Barret Smith, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

Appalachian Citizens' Law 
Center 

Whitesburg, 
KY 

Provided direct representation for coal miners and their families in mine safety and black 
lung cases. Helped strengthen the network of attorneys who represent miners to identify 
cases for impact litigation. 

Hannah Weinberger-Beder, 
Esq. 

University of Illinois College of 
Law 

National Senior Citizens Law 
Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Advocated to enable more low-income older adults to receive health and personal care in 
their homes to avoid unnecessary institutionalization. 

Scott Welfel, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

New Jersey Institute for Social 
Justice Newark, NJ 

Provided direct representation to veterans and formerly incarcerated persons to help them 
reenter civilian society and obtain employment. Engaged in law reform efforts to remove 
barriers to employment for these groups, which are historically and currently marginalized 
from the labor market. 

Charles Wysong, Esq. Stanford Law School Equip for Equality Chicago, IL 
Provided direct representation of students with disabilities in special education and school 
discipline proceedings in Illinois charter schools. 

Liliana Zaragoza, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and community education for domestic workers in New 
York City to vindicate their legal rights to be free of workplace exploitation and abuse on 
matters of fair employment and access to public benefits. 
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Bradford Adams, Esq. Harvard Law School Swords to Plowshares 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Expanded legal services for poor and homeless veterans through legal clinics at homeless 
shelters and in veterans' homes. Addressed the issues veterans face in accessing benefits, 
challenging discharge status, and resolving financial or family law matters. 

Peter Barker-Huelster, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law MFY Legal Services New York, NY 

Established the Low-Income Bankruptcy Project to help New York's working poor obtain 
debt relief and rebuild their financial lives. Provided help with Chapter 7 filings and advised 
debtors seeking Chapter 13 protection in order to save their homes from foreclosures. 

Marsha Chien, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, community education, and impact litigation for limited-
English proficient (LEP) workers arbitrarily barred from equal employment opportunities. 

Estella Cisneros, Esq. Yale Law School California Rural Legal Assistance Modesto, CA 
Provided direct representation to help improve the health and safety of immigrant, low-
wage dairy workers in the Central Valley of California who were victims of exploitation. 

R. Orion Danjuma, Esq. Stanford Law School ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct legal services, impact litigation, and policy advocacy to remove barriers to 
public education for low-income immigrant children and parents in northern California and 
the Central Valley region. 

Paige Fern Chan, Esq. University of Michigan Law School The Alliance for Children's Rights 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation to ensure that foster youth received the full benefits of 
California's numerous education and foster care reforms. Also provided technical 
assistance and training for local agencies charged with the implementation of these laws 
and development of additional policy solutions. 

Alesdair Ittelson, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Southern Poverty Law Center 

Montgomery, 
AL 

Provided direct representation and advocacy on behalf of students experiencing 
harassment or discrimination as a result of their real or perceived LGBTQ status, in rural 
and low-income areas of Mississippi and Alabama. 

Caroline Jackson, Esq. Stanford Law School 
National Association of the Deaf 
Law Center 

Silver Spring, 
MD 

Provided impact litigation to ensure access to classroom communication for deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students, enforcing their right under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act to qualified American Sign Language interpreters and ASL-based instruction. 

Jesse Krohn, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Philadelphia Legal Assistance 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation for indigent teen parents and pregnant teens on matters of 
child support and custody, protection from abuse, and access to public benefits, in order 
to enable them to reach their educational and professional goals. 

Margaret Kuzma, Esq. DePaul University College of Law 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Metropolitan Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for National Guard service members and their families 
during and after deployment on matters of guardianship, predatory lending, housing, 
employment, and family law. 

Dror Ladin, Esq. Yale Law School ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and policy advocacy for low-wage 
immigrant workers to protect their right to work, which was threatened by the 
implementation of E-Verify, a flawed federal identification database. 
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Ingrid Lofgren, Esq. 
University of Maryland School of 
Law 

Homeless Persons 
Representation Project Baltimore, MD 

Provided comprehensive direct legal services for homeless youth on issues of housing, 
public benefits, family law, and education. Conducted intake at homeless shelters. 

Marielle Macher, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Washington Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation and community education to fight foreclosure rescue and 
loan modification scams. Assisted low-income homeowners in recovering monetary 
damages, injunctive relief and title to their homes. 

Liam McGivern, Esq. University of Maine School of Law 
Legal Services of Greater Miami, 
Inc. Miami, FL 

Directly represented low-income veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder and/or 
traumatic brain injury before military discharge review boards. 

Toby Merrill, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Represented low-income student loan borrowers in litigation against predatory lenders, 
focusing on unscrupulous practices and false promises of for-profit educational 
institutions.  

Ben Polk, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided transactional legal support to local community-based organizations and 
nonprofits in South Los Angeles. 

Rachel Rosenberg, Esq. Harvard Law School Youth Advocacy Foundation Roxbury, MA 

Provided direct representation for court-involved youth in special education matters to 
ensure access to appropriate education and to reduce school exclusion. Trained court-
appointed juvenile attorneys to represent their clients on education matters. 

Alexa Rosenbloom, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Provided direct legal representation and advocacy on behalf of disabled individuals denied 
accessible care and reasonable accommodations by medical providers, neighborhood 
clinics and HMOs. Collaborated with disability rights organizations in Massachusetts and 
elsewhere to devise best practices. 

Almas Sayeed, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Inner City Law Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Advocated to protect and enforce the rights of low-income tenants facing evictions and 
homelessness due to foreclosure through strategic targeting of at-risk buildings, 
community education, direct legal services and policy advocacy. 

Yanin Senachai, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for Thai immigrant low-wage workers in Los Angeles to 
combat wage theft, trafficking and other workplace exploitation. 

Jordana Siracusa (Mosten), 
Esq. Stanford Law School Public Counsel 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided comprehensive legal services to immigrant survivors of domestic violence and 
human trafficking in the Los Angeles area, focusing on immigration relief, public benefits 
and family law. 

Caitlin Swain-McSurely, Esq. Duke University School of Law 
Advancement Project (NC and 
DC project 

Washington, 
DC 

Supported grassroots service organizations in North Carolina working with at-risk youth to 
enforce students' constitutional right to a quality education through impact litigation and 
strategic legal advocacy. 

Matthew Sykes, Esq. Rutgers University School of Law 
Laywers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law (NJ and DC) 

Washington, 
DC / NJ 

Provided comprehensive legal assistance for students exiting juvenile justice facilities and 
reentering schools in New Jersey's poorest communities, concentrating on Camden and 
Atlantic City, and disseminated information to parents on access to education. 

Ashley Waddell Tingstad, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation, community education, impact litigation and law reform 
advocacy on debt collections and other consumer law issues that disproportionately 
affected D.C.'s low-income community, particularly Spanish speakers. 
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Rebecca Wallach, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law Selfhelp Community Services New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of New York City Medicare and Medicaid recipients to 
protect critical health benefits during New York State's shift to managed care. Also 
provided systemic advocacy to preserve due process rights and other consumer 
protections for such persons known as "dual eligibles." 

Kate Webster, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law African Services Committee New York, NY 

Represented African victims of human trafficking on matters of access to public benefits 
and immigration remedies. 

Julie Wimmer, Esq. Harvard Law School Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Austin, TX 
Provided direct representation and community education for low-income immigrant family 
violence survivors in underserved areas of rural Central Texas. 

Joy Ziegeweid, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Sanctuary for Families Center for 
Battered Women's Legal 
Services New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services to Russian-speaking victims of domestic violence and sex 
trafficking, including representation in family court, advocacy on immigration matters and 
referrals to providers of medical, psychiatric and social services. One of her goals was to 
help her clients overcome mistrust of the legal system, so they could escape abuse and 
start new lives. 

 
Class of 2011 

Sheerine Alemzadeh, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual 
Exploitation Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation and community education to achieve workplace justice for 
sexual assault survivors from low-income minority communities. 

Laurie Ball Cooper, Esq. Yale Law School Tahirih Justice Center 
Falls Church, 
VA 

Provided comprehensive legal services for immigrant survivors of domestic violence and 
trafficking, with emphasis on securing access to mental health services, public benefits, 
and immigration relief. 

Libby Benton, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided direct representation for low-income tenants and former homeowners facing 
post-foreclosure evictions. Worked with community organizations and financial 
institutions to create long-term affordable housing for families and communities. 

Samantha B. Blassingame, Esq. 
University of Arkansas School of 
Law Legal Aid of Arkansas Fayetville, AR 

Provided direct representation for domestic violence victims seeking economic 
independence. Also provided community education for women in rural Arkansas on the 
legal avenues available to them in escaping abuse. 

Larisa Bowman, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County San Mateo, CA 

Provided direct representation for low-income, limited English-proficiency tenants facing 
eviction, particularly due to foreclosure. 

Amy Laura Cahn, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Public Interest Law Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided comprehensive legal assistance, including direct representation and 
transactional and negotiation support, for underserved and low-income communities in 
Philadelphia, using urban farming to encourage economic independence, create food 
sources, and reclaim neighborhoods from urban blight. 

Stephen Cha-Kim, Esq. Harvard Law School Make the Road New York Brooklyn, NY 

Provided community outreach, strategic litigation, and collaboration with state agencies to 
combat retaliation against low-wage immigrant workers who reported wage violations. 
Worked to ensure effective implementation of newly passed employee protection laws, 
including increased fines and liquidated damages for retaliations to maximize deterrence. 



 

40 

SKADDEN FOUNDATION FELLOWS 

Name Law School Placement Location Project Description 

Paulina Elaine Davis, Esq. Howard University School of Law Advocates for Children of New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for low-income students in charter schools to help them 
attain special education services. Also provided advocacy for policies to help support 
charter schools in meeting their legal obligations to enroll and retain children with special 
needs, English Language Learners, and low-income students. 

Charles Gillig, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Casa Cornelia Law Center San Diego, CA 

Established a legal services clinic for immigrant victims of civil and human rights abuses in 
the City Heights neighborhood. Represented clients in asylum proceedings, U visa, VAWA, 
DACA and public benefits matters. 

Katherine Greenberg, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and advocacy for low-income women who were victims of 
pregnancy and family leave discrimination. 

Liza Hirsch, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Medical Legal 
Partnership/Boston Boston, MA 

Provided advocacy and direct representation for low-income families, collaborating with 
Family Medicine Providers in an effort to improve family health and ensure safe, stable, 
and affordable housing. 

Alvaro M. Huerta, Esq. Stanford Law School 
National Immigration Law 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, and community education to ensure that 
children of immigrants and their low-income families were not wrongly denied access to 
quality health care, as states and municipalities were implementing federal health care 
reform. 

Sushil C. Jacob, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law East Bay Community Law Center Berkeley, CA 

Provided advocacy to advance green community economic development by supplying free, 
comprehensive legal services to low-income entrepreneurs through the Green-Collar 
Communities Clinic (GC3), a business education resource and business incubator for the 
East Bay community. 

Margaretta Homsey Kroeger, 
Esq. Boston College Law School 

Greater Boston Legal Services 
Health and Disability Unit Boston, MA 

Provided direct representation and community education to ensure that disabled youth 
aging out of foster care could gain access to the services needed for a successful 
transition to independent adulthood. 

Daniel Lang, Esq. Widener University School of Law 
Community Legal Aid Society, 
Inc. 

Wilmington, 
DE 

Provided direct representation for children with disabilities to keep them in school and out 
of the juvenile justice system. Also educated children, families, schools, the courts, 
support groups, and service providers on understanding the special education supports 
available in governmental services to aid children with disabilities. 

Shirley Lin, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct legal representation and advocacy on behalf of low-income Asian 
immigrants denied their rights to minimum wage, overtime, and a workplace free from 
discrimination. 

William Patrick Mobley, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 

Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri, Children's Legal 
Alliance St. Louis, MO 

Represented low-income students who were not receiving the appropriate education 
services, including students whose special education needs were going unmet, and 
students who had been removed from school for disciplinary reasons. 

Meredith Shytles Parekh, Esq. University of Texas School of Law Disability Rights Texas Austin, TX 

Served as an attorney ad litem appointed to represent teenage girls with disabilities in the 
foster care or juvenile justice system, to assist with access to mental health services, 
meaningful trauma care and placement in the least restrictive environments possible. 
Focused on the needs of girls with disabilities who had a sexual assault history or those 
who were pregnant or parenting. 
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Shareese Pryor, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Metropolitan Chicago Chicago, IL 

Represented youth aging out of the foster care system, in particular young mothers and 
male ex-offenders, to help them achieve independence. 

Devi Rao, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law National Women's Law Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Advocated to improve protection against gender-based bullying and prevent such 
harassment by seeking enhanced enforcement of Title IX, in collaboration with school 
districts and advocacy groups.  

Stephanie Rudolph, Esq. Stanford Law School 
New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation and tenant outreach to advance the health 
and housing rights of low-income children suffering from chronic illnesses triggered by 
substandard housing conditions. 

Dustin Saldarriaga, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Community Legal Services and 
Counseling Center 

Cambridge, 
MA 

Provided direct representation for immigrant LGBT youth who were victims of abuse or 
neglect, to enforce juveniles' right to education and freedom from harm. Created 
community education programs and conducted research on courts' treatment of sexual 
orientation as a factor in granting protections to abused or neglected youth. 

Lindsey Siegel, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers 
Foundation Atlanta, GA 

Provided direct representation, community education and advocacy for low-income 
survivors of domestic violence on housing and employment issues, designed to help them 
obtain the self-sufficiency needed to escape and recover from abuse. 

Sarah St. Vincent, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
The Advice on Individual Rights 
in Europe (AIRE) Centre London, UK 

Provided direct representation to lawfully resident, low-income migrant women in the U.K., 
including domestic violence and human trafficking survivors, to enable them to assert their 
fundamental rights under European law. Addressed issues of homelessness, 
discrimination in the workplace and disability, with a particular emphasis on mothers who 
were hesitant to interact with government agencies out of fear that the authorities would 
remove their children from their care. 

Jeree Thomas, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Just Children, Legal Aid Justice 
Center 

Charlottesville
, VA 

Provided direct representation to Virginia's incarcerated youth who experienced gaps or 
complete deprivation of their education  or received inadequate or inappropriate special 
education services through the Youth Entry to Reentry Education Project. 

Aisa Villarosa, Esq. 
Wayne State University Law 
School Michigan Children's Law Center Detroit, MI 

Established Needs & Dreams, a post-delinquency juvenile transition program seeking to 
reduce recidivism and provide legal services and mentorship to minority children in 
Detroit. 

Marni von Wilpert, Esq. Fordham University School of Law Mississippi Center for Justice Jackson, MS 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation on behalf of people living with 
HIV/AIDS in the Mississippi Delta region who faced barriers to accessing medical care, as 
well as unlawful discrimination based on their HIV-positive status, including housing 
discrimination by landlords, adverse action by employers and breaches of HIV-related 
confidentiality by employers. 

Emily Werth, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, policy advocacy and media outreach to 
address municipal government actions that displaced low-income tenants and threatened 
the supply of affordable housing throughout Illinois. 
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Michael Zabelin, Esq. Harvard Law School Rhode Island Legal Services, Inc. Providence, RI 
Enforced state and federal protections designed to protect low-income homeowners from 
foreclosure, using impact litigation, negotiation and community education. 

 
Class of 2010 

Veronica Allen McClendon, 
Esq. Duke University School of Law 

Georgia Legal Services Program - 
Macon Regional Office Macon, GA 

Provided direct representation for at-risk students struggling to stay in school. Held legal 
clinics in schools and community centers. 

Jacqueline Anchondo, Esq. Stanford Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 
Established a medical-legal partnership to provide holistic advocacy in the form of 
representation of, and outreach to, victims of domestic violence. 

Avni Bhatia 
New York University School of 
Law 

Advocates for Children of New 
York New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to ensure that low-income students 
with behavior challenges received the support to which they were entitled, and stayed and 
succeeded in school. 

Eunice Cho, Esq. Stanford Law School 
National Employment Law 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, policy advocacy, impact litigation, and community 
education on behalf of low-income immigrant workers facing retaliation for organizing. 

Meredith Desautels, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Franciso Bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct services and impact litigation to challenge the reentry barriers faced by 
formerly incarcerated African-American women. 

Daniel Hafetz, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 

Brooklyn Legal Services 
Corporation A, Community & 
Economic Development (CED) 
Unit Brooklyn, NY 

Provided transactional legal assistance to Cypress Hills Local Development Corp., a 
nonprofit organization seeking broad economic redevelopment for the Cypress Hills area 
of Brooklyn. Focus was on facilitating energy-efficient retrofits to homes and launching a 
green-collar job training center. 

Nicole Hallett, Esq. Yale Law School 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for domestic workers through new legal clinics formed in 
partnership with community organizations to implement and enforce the Domestic 
Workers' Bill of Rights. 

Jonathan F. Harris, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law Public Justice Center Baltimore, MD 

Provided direct representation, integrated legal services, and systemic advocacy for the 
working poor and recently unemployed persons in order to assist them in rebuilding their 
financial lives through employment and consumer laws. 

Rebecca Heller, Esq. Yale Law School 

Urban Justice Center - Iraqi 
Refugees and Returning 
Veterans Project New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services for Iraqi refugees and Iraq War veterans on a range of matters 
including treatment for PTSD, access to benefits, housing, and workers’ compensation 
claims. 

Elizabeth Jordan, Esq. Fordham University School of Law LatinoJustice PRLDEF New York, NY 
Provided direct representation and impact litigation on behalf of low-wage Latina 
immigrant workers subjected to exploitative labor conditions in Long Island. 

Heather Scheiwe Kulp, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Center for Conflict 
Resolution/Resolution Systems 
Institute Chicago, IL 

Developed a mediation program to meet pressing legal needs of low-income Illinois 
residents who could not afford court. Analyzed court referring models and developed a 
framework that could be replicated in other states. 
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Lauren Lowe, Esq. Vanderbilt University Law School Equip For Equality Chicago, IL 
Provided direct representation for persons with mental illness in employment disputes and 
in enforcing their rights under the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

Sarah McBroom Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
Legal Aid Service of 
Northeastern Minnesota 

Grand Rapids, 
MN 

Provided direct representation and community education to residents of the Leach Lake 
reservation and manufactured home communities. 

Charlotte Noss, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation to address wage theft among day 
laborers in the Bay Area. 

Nicole Gon Ochi, Esq. Loyola Law School Los Angeles 
Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, community education and impact litigation to enforce the 
education rights of low-income Asian and Pacific Islander students in Los Angeles. 

Anya Prince, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Cancer Legal Resource Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Represented persons with genetic predispositions for cancer in connection with health 
insurance issues. 

Amy Retsinas Romero, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Rhode Island Legal Services, Inc. Providence, RI 

Provided direct representation, community outreach and education to enforce 
employment rights of low-wage workers statewide. 

Kathleen Rubenstein University of Chicago Law School 
Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to help low-income individuals secure 
opportunities for education, training or employment that fit their needs, including the 
opportunities created by the emerging green economy in Illinois. 

Samuel Salganik, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Community Service Society of 
New York New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and community education to ensure that uninsured New 
Yorkers could gain access to charity care at hospitals as required by New York law. 

Robert Kenneth Silverman, Esq. Yale Law School 

Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest 
(BPT Chicago, IL 

Worked to help low-income families losing their homes through the creation of mandatory 
foreclosure mediation. Helped stabilize and strengthen communities by lessening the 
impact of vacant properties. 

Jenna Statfeld Harris, Esq. Harvard Law School Education Law Center Newark, NJ 

Provided direct representation for indigent students with disabilities who were not 
receiving appropriate educational services. Also provided training for parents on their 
rights under special education laws as well as attorneys wanting to represent children with 
disabilities pro bono. 

Michael Tan, Esq. Yale Law School ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 
Provided impact litigation and community education to defend immigrant students' rights 
to public education. 

Angela McNair Turner, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided comprehensive services for families who were homeless or at risk of becoming 
homeless, with a focus on helping them obtain and maintain affordable housing, gain 
access to public benefits and resolve issues involving family law. 

Shira Wakschlag, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Disability Rights Education and 
Defense Fund (DREDF Berkeley, CA 

Provided direct representation, community education and impact litigation to ensure that 
low-income Californians with disabilities gained access to safety net services necessary 
for their survival and success. 

Amy Saltzman Walters, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law Maryland Disability Law Center Baltimore, MD 

Provided direct representation, community education and training of service providers to 
ensure children with disabilities gain access to mental health and educational services 
when they are involved in Maryland's juvenile justice system. 
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Rebecca J. Walters, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law Ayuda 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided comprehensive direct services for immigrant victims of domestic violence in rural 
Virginia, addressing interrelated issues of domestic violence, family law and immigration.  

Aaron Wenzloff, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Connecticut Legal Services 
Middletown, 
CT 

Directly represented low-income tenants whose residences were foreclosed or were facing 
foreclosure. Worked with housing authorities and the lending community to establish 
housing protections for tenants living in the distressed communities of Bridgeport and 
Waterbury, Connecticut. 

 
Class of 2009 

Sameer Ahmed, Esq. Yale Law School 
Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and policy advocacy for low-income 
South Asian, Arab, and Muslim residents of New York City affected by ICE and NYPD 
abuses of post-9/11 national security measures. 

Jessica Berry, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Children's Law Center of 
Massachusetts Lynn, MA 

Provided direct representation for high-risk adolescents in foster care, focusing on 
advocacy for legally mandated education and mental health services. 

Alexander Boni-Saenz Harvard Law School 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Metropolitan Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for low-income seniors through the creation of the first 
medical-legal partnership for the elderly in the Chicago area. 

Lauren A. Burke, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law The Door New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for trafficked Chinese youth on matters of education and 
workers' rights. 

Tamika Butler, Esq. Stanford Law School 
The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Established an employment law clinic in San Francisco's historically Black neighborhoods 
to provide legal advice, counseling, and representation regarding employment law issues. 
Also consulted minority-owned small businesses about fair employment practices. 

Melissa Cohen, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Children's Rights, Inc. New York, NY 
Provided advocacy to ensure adequate representation for children in abuse and neglect 
proceedings. 

Scott Colom, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School Mississippi Center for Justice Jackson, MS 

Provided advocacy to end payday lending in the Mississippi Delta by launching an outreach 
and education program and creating an alternative loan fund. 

Erin Christine Dougherty Lynch, 
Esq. University of Michigan Law School Native American Rights Fund Anchorage, AK 

Provided direct assistance for Alaska Natives in their efforts to relocate threatened coastal 
villages. Addressed a range of issues, such as establishing adequate housing, protecting 
their subsistence rights, ensuring family and cultural cohesiveness, and maintaining their 
economic independence. 

Ryan Downer, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided legal advocacy and representation for low-income tenants and prospective 
tenants facing source-of-income discrimination in the national rental housing market. 

Stephanie Enyart, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Disability Rights Advocates Berkeley, CA 

Provided advocacy to combat the systemic treatment of disabled homeless individuals in 
Los Angeles. Worked to enforce disability discrimination laws in an effort to improve 
access to shelters for the largest homeless population in the nation. 
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Tom Fritzsche, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Southern Poverty Law Center, 
Immigrant Justice Project Atlanta, GA 

Provided direct representation for immigrant workers in the South suffering retaliation for 
trying to enforce their legal employment rights. 

Ilana Gelfman, Esq. Yale Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 
Provided direct representation and community advocacy to protect the rights of low-
income tenants of foreclosed units in Dorchester. 

Aaron Halegua, Esq. Harvard Law School The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided advocacy to combat the exploitation of low-income Chinese immigrant workers 
in New York City through direct representation in wage/hour and discrimination/retaliation 
cases and through educational outreach by community groups in Flushing, Queens. 

Alison Kamhi, Esq. Harvard Law School Catholic Charities New York, NY 
Provided direct representation for abused, neglected, and abandoned immigrant youth on 
a range of issues, including access to education, housing, and healthcare. 

Tanya Kessler, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law MFY Legal Services New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for formerly homeless people living in illegal boarding houses to 
remedy hazardous conditions, prevent unlawful evictions, and ensure access to 
appropriate housing. 

Damon King, Esq. Harvard Law School Youth Law Center 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Enforced the rights of children in California's group homes through direct representation, 
legal support for court-appointed attorneys, and collaboration with state agencies to 
resolve facility licensing violations. 

Michelle Kuo Harvard Law School Centro Legal de la Raza Oakland, CA 
Established an on-site legal clinic at a public high school in order to create direct access to 
legal aid for indigent families. Also taught conflict resolution to youth. 

Carrie Love, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Western Massachusetts Legal 
Services 

Springfield, 
MA 

Provided comprehensive legal services and legal outreach for rural immigrant victims of 
domestic violence. 

Kristin Love, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 
Centro de los Derechos del 
Migrante, Inc. Zacatecas, MX 

Provided community education, intake and referral, direct representation, and policy 
advocacy for low-wage Mexican guestworkers to address systemic recruitment and 
employment abuses in H-2 temporary guestworker programs. 

Tanaz Moghadam, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education and advocacy for low-wage workers 
who were denied their right to work by a flawed federal verification program. 

Shayla Myers, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Advocated to increase access to services for homeless/nearly homeless LGBT persons by 
providing direct representation and education to clients.  

Sarah J. Parady, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Colorado Legal Services Denver, CO 

Provided direct representation of low-income homeowners who purchased deceptively 
marketed exotic mortgages and risked foreclosure. 

Kent Qian, Esq. University of Chicago Law School National Housing Law Project Oakland, CA 

Advocated to stabilize and strengthen foreclosure-stricken communities by preventing the 
displacement of tenants in foreclosed properties, and promoted the use of Neighborhood 
Stabilization Funds for affordable housing. 

Lisa Snead, Esq. University of Texas School of Law Advocacy, Inc. Austin, TX 
Represented battered women and men with disabilities in connection with family law 
matters and access to benefits. 
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Ingrid Swanson, Esq. 
University of Connecticut School 
of Law 

New Haven Legal Assistance 
Association 

New Haven, 
CT 

Directly represented immigrant children in child-protection proceedings and trained other 
providers in the unique needs of neglected and abused immigrant children. 

Jason Szanyi, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Center for Children's Law and 
Policy 

Washington, 
DC 

Engaged in direct representation, impact litigation and policy advocacy for children in the 
juvenile justice system not receiving their guaranteed education, health care or freedom 
from abuse. 

Rebecca Vallas, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law Community Legal Services 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Directly represented elderly and disabled SSI recipients facing benefit terminations and 
reductions for non-disability reasons, such as citizenship status, and advocated for 
systemic reform. 

Katherine Roberts White, Esq. 
West Virginia University College 
of Law Legal Aid of West Virginia 

Charleston, 
WV 

Provided direct legal services to underserved families at two community health centers in 
southern West Virginia in a medical-legal collaborative project designed to improve family 
health. 

 
Class of 2008 

Sabrina Adler, Esq. Stanford Law School Bay Area Legal Aid Oakland, CA 
Provided comprehensive legal services for low-income children and their families through 
a medical-legal collaboration at San Francisco General Hospital. 

Farrin Anello Esq. Yale Law School ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 
Provided direct representation and impact litigation for day laborers facing harassment, 
exploitation, and abuse in Westchester County. 

Rebecca Antar, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Legal Aid Society, Health Law 
Unit New York, NY 

Represented disabled Medicaid beneficiaries who lost access to health care services as a 
result of mandatory enrollment in managed care plans. 

Amanda Beltz, Esq. 
St. John's University School of 
Law Manhattan Legal Services New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and educational services throughout Manhattan for Middle 
Eastern and African immigrant victims of domestic violence. 

Elizabeth Cho, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided direct representation, community and institutional education, and advocacy to 
enforce and strengthen the special education rights of Haitian immigrant children exposed 
to violence. 

Rebekah Cook-Mack, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law South Brooklyn Legal Services Brooklyn, NY 

Provided litigation, comprehensive representation, and outreach to ensure that low-
income victims of predatory lending were able to avoid foreclosure and remain in their 
homes. 

Ruth Cusick, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided individual representation and impact litigation for low-income students with 
mental health disabilities who were unlawfully suspended and expelled from school 
because of their disabilities. 

Dãnia Davy, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

The Land Loss Prevention 
Project Durham, NC 

Provided direct representation and community education for Black farmers. Promoted 
estate planning through individual legal counsel and devised model trust instruments to 
preserve Black land-ownership. 

Daniel Farbman, Esq. Harvard Law School Advancement Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided community advocacy and impact litigation to advance community-led education 
campaigns that promoted quality public education and college access for students of 
color in the Baltimore City and Miami public school systems. 
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Kyle Jamison Fisher, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Pennsylvania Health Law Project 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation and community education for low-income veterans having 
trouble gaining access to healthcare through the Veterans Health Administration or 
TRICARE insurance programs. 

Risha Foulkes Rutgers University School of Law ACLU - Women's Right Project New York, NY 
Provided advocacy, community education, and impact litigation to improve workplace 
health and safety protections for low-income immigrant women. 

Jesse Hahnel, Esq. Stanford Law School National Center for Youth Law 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Led the National Center for Youth Law's Foster Youth Education Initiative, which identified 
foster children with unmet educational needs and then ensured that they received 
appropriate educational advocacy and opportunities. 

Lam Ho, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Metropolitan Chicago Chicago, IL 

Established a community legal clinic in a community arts center in order to provide 
comprehensive legal services and legal education for youths and their families in North 
Lawndale. 

Michael Gilbert Hollander, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Community Legal Servicse of 
Philadelphia 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation and community education for low-income Latino workers, 
in conjunction with a local workers' rights center. 

Jennifer Hrycyna Wagner, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation in administrative hearings and impact litigation to monitor 
the implementation of TANF rules in Illinois. 

Michael Kaufman, Esq. Stanford Law School 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, community education, policy advocacy, and impact 
litigation for domestic workers experiencing exploitation. 

Joshua B. Kay University of Michigan Law School 

Michigan Protection and 
Advocacy Service Wayne 
County, including Detroit, MI Provided direct representation for parents with disabilities in child protection cases. 

Daniel B. Klaff, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy for residents of federally subsidized housing to preserve their homes 
and help them purchase their buildings when the subsidies expired. Worked with 
residents, community leaders, elected officials, publicly funded housing agencies, and 
private lenders to develop solutions that benefited both property owners and low-income 
tenants. 

Molly Kovel, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Bronx Defenders Bronx, NY 

Provided direct representation for ex-offenders who experienced employment 
discrimination, obtaining Certificates of Rehabilitation where necessary. Also educated 
employers and community groups about the employment rights of formerly incarcerated 
persons. 

Rachael Langston, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society - 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy, community education, and litigation to enforce existing reasonable 
accommodation legislation to expand the definition of "reasonable accommodation" to 
include individuals with caretaking responsibilities, such as parents with disabled 
children. 

Joy Milligan, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation and advocacy for overturning employment barriers for ex-
offenders. 
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Carmina Ocampo, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided advocacy, community education, litigation and worker leadership development 
for homecare workers enduring exploitative and unsafe working conditions.  

Ajmel Quereshi 
University of Minnesota Law 
School ACLU Maryland Baltimore, MD 

Provided community education, advocacy and impact litigation to help create a focused 
response to anti-immigrant initiatives being implemented locally in Maryland that targeted 
immigrant communities' ability to support themselves. 

Harini Raghupathi, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

ACLU - Immigrants' Rights 
Project 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, and advocacy to address systemic delays 
in naturalization adjudications for low-income, legal permanent residents. 

Sean Riordan, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

ACLU of San Diego and Imperial 
Counties San Diego, CA 

Provided advocacy and impact litigation to combat civil rights abuses in San Diego's East 
African refugee community. 

Erin Melissa Scheick Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

Women Empowered Against 
Violence 

Washington, 
DC 

Integrated a public health approach with traditional legal services to effectively represent 
limited English-proficient immigrant survivors of domestic violence, focusing on youth. 
Expanded legal services and enforced the basic right of health for domestic violence 
survivors. Worked closely with healthcare providers. 

Naomi R. Shatz, Esq. Yale Law School Legal Momentum New York, NY 

Provided direct representation to low-income victims of teen dating violence to assert their 
rights under Title IX in New York City and state laws. Worked with the New York City 
Department of Education to prevent and address dating violence in schools. 

Thomas L. Smith, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Worked to confront the growing insecurity in low-wage immigrant worker communities, 
and worked to strengthen community groups to help them focus on enforcing employment 
rights and, to a lesser degree, immigrant civil rights by empowering the organizations so 
they could better serve their clients. 

Grace Spulak, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Pegasus Legal Services for 
Children (Alburquerque, NM) 

Albuquerque, 
NM 

Provided direct representation to low-income pregnant and parenting teens on matters of 
education, healthcare, housing, child custody and domestic violence. 

David Gavin Steib, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Lega Aid Society of the District of 
Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Established a new legal aid office in the Latino neighborhood of Columbia Heights to 
provide both direct representation and community education to Spanish-speaking 
residents. 

Sasha Alexandra Stern, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law The Alliance for Children's Rights 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Directly represented abused and neglected children aged 0-5 in the Los Angeles County 
foster care system in need of early intervention and special education services, and trained 
caregivers and caseworkers to assess the need for and ways to gain access to the services. 

Sydney Tarzwell, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center Peter 
Cicchino Youth Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for poor gay, lesbian and transgender 
youth in New York City to ensure their safety. 

Matthew VanWormer, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law DNA - People's Legal Services Shiprock, MN 

Provided advice, referrals, and direct representation on health-impacting legal issues for 
patient families in a Navajo Nation hospital. 

Rebecca Von Behren, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Disability Rights Advocates Berkeley, CA 

Provided impact litigation and legal advocacy to ensure that Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
with mental illness received appropriate medical services and benefits.   
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Jennifer Wagner, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Mountain State Justice 

Charleston, 
WV 

Provided direct legal representation to low-income West Virginia homeowners facing 
foreclosure due to adjustable mortgage rate change, educated rural home buyers and 
advocated for reform. 

Brandon Weiss Harvard Law School Public Counsel 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct tenant/owner education and enforcement of tenant notice rights, and 
linked project with favorable sources of debt and tax credit equity to preserve affordable 
housing stock. 

 
Class of 2007 

Elissa Berger, Esq. Brooklyn Law School 
Environmental Law and Policy 
Center Chicago, IL 

Provided legal assistance for a coalition of groups seeking to increase income, health, and 
employment opportunities in an underserved urban community by improving the energy 
efficiency of its housing stock. 

Brian Blalock, Esq. Stanford Law School Bay Area Legal Aid Oakland, CA 

Provided comprehensive advocacy on behalf of poor youth with disabilities and mental 
health needs in Alameda County through direct representation and collaboration with 
providers and school districts to ensure access to needed educational, health, and social 
services. 

Sara Block, Esq. 
Loyola University School of Law, 
Chicago 

Legal Assistant Foundation of 
Metropolitan Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for abused parents and their children regarding issues of 
neglect, divorce, custody, and orders of protection. Focused on the intersection of 
domestic violence and child welfare.   

Sarah Elizabeth Bolling 
Mancini, Esq. Harvard Law School Atlanta Legal Aid Society Atlanta, GA 

Provided direct representation for low-income homeowners facing predatory mortgage 
terms in state court, bankruptcy court, and arbitration. 

Arielle Cohen 
New York University School of 
Law 

New Jersey Institute for Social 
Justice Newark, NJ 

Provided direct assistance through the Housing Opportunity Project for low-income 
individuals facing barriers to housing, while also addressing systemic policies that 
undermined the availability of sufficient, affordable, and integrated housing for all of New 
Jersey. 

Dory Mitros Durham 
University of Notre Dame Law 
School Indiana Legal Services South Bend, IN 

Provided direct representation to immigrants experiencing bars to employment, education, 
and access to benefits. 

Nathan Fetty, Esq. 
West Virginia University College 
of Law 

Appalachain Center for the 
Economy and the Environment Lewisburg, WV 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation to enforce coal miners' rights to report 
unsafe working conditions without retaliation. Also provided advocacy to strengthen coal 
mine health and safety standards at the state and federal levels. 

Sienna Fontaine, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Legal Services for New York-
Bronx Bronx, NY 

Provided comprehensive legal services in two family-medicine health clinics to address 
the multiple needs of underserved families in the Bronx. Also trained health care providers 
to identify legal issues affecting their patients and to make appropriate referrals. 

Dorcas R. Gilmore, Esq. 
University of Maryland School of 
Law Community Law Center Baltimore, MD 

Provided transactional legal services and enterprise development for aspiring youth 
entrepreneurs in two inner-city neighborhoods. 
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Michael Grinthal, Esq. Harvard Law School South Brooklyn Legal Services Brooklyn, NY 
Provided representation and impact litigation for tenants groups to prevent displacement 
of low-income tenants and to preserve affordable housing. 

Jennifer J. Hill, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Florida Immigrant Advocacy 
Center Miami, FL 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for low-income workers experiencing 
workplace violations in the condominium, condo-hotel, and hotel industries in South 
Florida. 

Sarah Hudson-Plush, Esq. 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of 
Law 

Center for Family 
Representation, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for indigent parents, including teen parents, involved in all stages of the 
child protective system, working toward the goal of securing a quality education for their 
children. 

Emily Kernan, Esq. Harvard Law School Lawyers for Children New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community and institutional education, and impact 
litigation to ensure the legal rights of children in foster care to acquire individualized 
mental health services. 

Charlotte Lanvers, Esq. Cornell Law School 
Disability Rights Education and 
Defense Fund (DREDF) Berkeley, CA 

Provided advocacy and community outreach for low-income minority children with chronic 
disabilities, such as diabetes and asthma, who were denied simple health maintenance 
protocols, with the goal of keeping such children in school. 

Miriam Lederer, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Washington Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided representation for tenants with disabilities experiencing barriers to quality, safe 
housing. 

Ani Van Dyke Mason, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center - 
Homelessness Outreach & 
Prevention Project New York, NY 

Advocated for and provided educational outreach to pregnant and parenting high school 
students on public assistance to ensure their access to post-secondary education and 
training programs. 

Spring Miller, Esq. Harvard Law School Texas Rural Legal Aid Nashville, TN 

Promoted workplace health and safety rights of migrant agricultural workers in the states 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas through impact 
litigation and administrative advocacy. 

Jesse Newmark, Esq. Harvard Law School Centro Legal de la Raza Oakland, CA Advocated for indigent families and their school-age children at a clinic in East Oakland. 

Nicole Perez, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided comprehensive legal services for homeless persons in collaboration with public 
and private agencies. 

Ian Spechler, Esq. University of Texas School of Law Advocacy, Inc. Austin, TX 

Provided direct representation for children with mental health or emotional disabilities 
affecting behavior at hearings and team meetings. Focused on pre-teens so that 
intervention could come before these school children are eligible for the juvenile justice 
system. 

Michael Steven Stein, Esq. Harvard Law School 
National Association of the Deaf 
Law Center 

Silver Spring, 
MD 

Promoted the accessibility of medical services to deaf people and the hard of hearing by 
providing training to medical service providers and taking legal action against medical 
service providers who refused to provide accommodation as required by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and applicable state laws. 

Katie Stewart, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil 
Rights 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation of lesbian and gay youth facing harassment or 
discrimination in schools and institutional settings, acting as a child advocate for those 
youth in Philadelphia foster care proceedings to ensure fair treatment and appropriate 
placements. Also represented lesbian and gay parents in dependency proceedings. 
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Marc Tafolla Young, Esq. Stanford Law School 

The Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Sought to revitalize the promise of the Williams settlement by providing direct 
representation to parents filing complaints about education deficiencies in their children's 
schools under the new Uniform Complaint Process (UCP). Used policy advocacy and 
impact litigation to resolve systemic issues that were brought to light by outreach school 
reports and utilization of the UCP. 

Carole Vigne, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Established the Mission Employment Clinic, a full-service workers' rights clinic in the 
Mission District, to provide representation to clients seeking to recover unpaid wages, 
report unsafe workplaces, and file discrimination charges, and prepared self-help 
materials for community-wide distribution. 

Robert Joseph Wall Esq. 
University of Cincinnati College of 
Law Ohio Justice and Policy Center Cincinnati, OH 

Established a legal clinic to provide direct representation for youth leaving the juvenile 
justice system to help them gain an education while advocating to desegregate the 
Cincinnati public school system. 

Adam C. Weiss, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

The Advice on Individual Rights 
in Europe (AIRE) Centre London, UK 

Provided legal assistance under European law for low-income EU nationals and their 
families migrating within Europe with a special focus on sexual minorities. Also provided 
legal assistance under international human rights law (including the European Convention 
on Human Rights) to victims of trafficking and forced labor. 

Christopher Wilmes, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Metropolitan Chicago Chicago, IL 

Assisted individuals with expunging and sealing their arrest and conviction records and 
bringing federal and discrimination employment lawsuits on their behalf. 

Christina Yerian Vanderbilt University Law School Tennessee Justice Center Nashville, TN 
Provided direct representation, community education, and advocacy of at-risk children or 
those already in foster care who needed mental health services. 

Camille Zentner, Esq. Brooklyn Law School 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, impact litigation, and advocacy to 
ensure persons with mental disabilities and their families obtained fair and equal access to 
public benefits. 
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Nisha Agarwal, Esq. Harvard Law School 
New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services, outreach, and training for low-income immigrants unable to 
access health care due to language barriers. Addressed the obstacles that such persons 
faced in obtaining charity-care or reduced-cost health services. 

Charlotte Alexander, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Georgia Legal Services Program 
Farmworker Division Atlanta, GA 

Provided direct representation, in collaboration with other farmworker organizations, for 
migrant farmworkers retaliated against for asserting their employment rights. 

Molly Biklen, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided representation, advocacy, and educational outreach for low-wage Latino workers 
seeking to enforce their rights under federal and state labor laws. 
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Marisa Bono, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 

MALDEF-Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund 

San Antonio, 
TX 

Provided direct representation, impact litigation, community education, and outreach on 
behalf of Latina domestic violence victims. Worked to inform social service agencies of the 
eligibility of immigrant women for services in order to reduce the rates of improper and 
discriminatory exclusion from vital public programs for survivors and their children. 

Lauren Brady, Esq. Stanford Law School Legal Services for Children 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for foster youth with special education needs, collaborating 
with service providers to train them so that their clients had access to the services to which 
they were entitled. 

Jason Cade Brooklyn Law School The Door New York, NY 

Provided individual representation for immigrant youth separated from their parents to 
defend educational and employment rights, provide assistance with family law matters, 
and ensure access to health care. 

Kati Daffan, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Lenox hill Neighborhood House New York, NY 

Provided direct, comprehensive representation for low-wage workers on exploitation in the 
workplace and matters related to housing, public benefits, health care, child care, and 
family law. 

Geoffrey Davenport, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Make the Road by Walking New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services for tenants of multi-family buildings in foreclosure. Filed 
housing court actions against absentee landlords who failed to address code violations 
seeking building repairs in rent abatements. 

Aaron J. Fischer, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law The Children's Law Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Established the Community-Based Literacy Awareness and Advocacy Project to address 
teen illiteracy in Washington, D.C. Worked with doctors and social workers at Children's 
National Medical Center, and represented adolescents in administrative hearings and in 
federal court. 

Matthew J. Ginsburg, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for low-wage immigrant workers experiencing 
discrimination in the workplace. Also provided training for community-based advocacy 
organizations to build capacity to effectively identify and remedy workplace abuses. 

Kevin Kish, Esq. Yale Law School Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided advocacy for low-wage workers suffering retaliation for seeking enforcement of 
minimum labor standards. Established a walk-in retaliation clinic at the Labor 
Commissioner's downtown Los Angeles office and provided direct representation before 
the Labor Commissioner and in the courts. 

Sarah Mattson Dustin, Esq. Harvard Law School 
New Hampshire Legal 
Assistance 

Manchester, 
NH 

Created the Family Income Preservation Project to combat abusive medical bill collection 
and payday lending, and preserve working poor families' self-sufficiency. 

Elizabeth Mazur, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Represented people with disabilities or serious health problems unable to work and who 
needed access to benefits. Partnered with community-based organization and held an in-
house legal clinic to gain clients. Identified systemic barriers and advocated for policy 
changes. 

Jessica Myers, Esq. Harvard Law School 
The Legal Aid Society of Middle 
Tennessee/The Cumberlands Nashville, TN 

Represented senior citizens in the Nashville region on a range of matters including 
consumer protection, access to health care and nursing home advocacy. Provided 
guidance on consumer protection and identity theft prevention.   
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Nicole Lee Ndumele, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Represented tenants in "source of income discrimination" test cases challenging private 
landlords' refusal to accept Section 8 subsidies. 

Hollis Pfitsch, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law Legal Aid Society of New York Brooklyn, NY 

Advocated for immigrant women workers through educational outreach about workers' 
rights in small claims court, and improved access to government agencies charged with 
enforcing employment laws. 

Jose Javier Rodriguez, Esq. Harvard Law School Florida Legal Services, Inc. Miami, FL 

Provided direct representation to low-wage workers experiencing exploitation in the 
workplace throughout South Florida. Protected the rights upon which the working poor 
depend, including Florida's new minimum wage. 

Guilherme Roschke, Esq. 
George Washington University 
Law School 

Electronic Privacy Information 
Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided expert legal assistance, a practice guide, and training in privacy laws for domestic 
violence clinics. Worked with Women Empowered Against Violence (WEAVE), a local 
service provider, and with the National Network To End Domestic Violence's Safety Net 
Project, which trains providers in safe practices. 

David Sapp, Esq. Stanford Law School 

Legal Aid of North Carolina 
Advocates for Children's 
Services Durham, NC 

Advocated to increase access to a quality education through individual client 
representation, outreach and media advocacy. Goal was to improve access to a quality 
education for poor children. 

Susan Shin, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Aid Society of New York New York, NY 

Educated and empowered immigrant and minority homeowners and consumers who faced 
severe debt and homelessness due to predatory lending and consumer fraud. 

Melody Rose Spidell, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU of Washington Seattle, WA 

Provided community outreach, individual representation and impact litigation to address 
gross disparities in achievement and dropout rates among Native American students in 
Washington state public schools. 

Karen Tamis, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Western Law Center for 
Disability Rights 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation of low-income youth with learning disabilities in juvenile 
halls to ensure they receive the special education services to which they are legally 
entitled and advocated for them to receive appropriate education services when they 
returned home. 

Jill Tauber, Esq. Harvard Law School Advancement Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Assisted community-based organizations working toward equitable community 
development with a focus on preventing land loss and increasing affordable housing 
opportunities. 

Leba Tolpin Kaufmann, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

Community Legal Aid Society, 
Inc. 

Wilmington, 
DE 

Provided advocacy for children with disabilities in Delaware charter schools who were not 
receiving appropriate special education services. 

Erin Trodden, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Virginia Justice Center for Farm 
and Immigrant Workers 

Charlottesville
, VA 

Provided individual representation and impact litigation for non-farm, "settled-in" 
immigrant laborers experiencing exploitation in the workplace. 

Karen Tseng, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center   

Provided direct legal services to low-income victims of predatory lending to help them keep 
their homes and jobs, and launched outreach clinics to educate low-income and minority 
households on their lending options. 

John Napier Tye, Esq. Yale Law School 
New Orleans Legal Assistance 
Corporation 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided direct representation and policy advocacy to promote home ownership among 
low-income residents of New Orleans. 
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Cynthia Wolken, Esq. 
Washington University School of 
Law 

Montana Legal Services 
Association Helena, MT 

Created and implemented an effective and sustainable anti-human trafficking model in 
Montana that can be successfully replicated in other rural western states. Trained rural law 
enforcement officers, religious- and farm-worker communities, service providers and the 
public to identify trafficking situations. 

Lisa C. Young, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Aid Society of San Diego San Diego, CA 
Empowered pro se tenants to represent themselves in court by providing them with 
narrowly tailored, high-impact limited legal assistance and trial training. 
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Sean G. Arthurs 
University of Cincinnati College of 
Law 

Legal Aid Society of Greater 
Cincinnati Cincinnati, OH 

Provided direct representation for Latino immigrant population on matters of education 
and domestic violence. 

Shakti Belway, Esq. Stanford Law School Mississippi Center for Justice Jackson, MS 

Provided direct representation at the school district level for students trying to obtain 
appropriate education services. Also provided impact litigation to redress Mississippi's 
failure to adequately fund its special education programs. Emphasis was placed on 
outreach and partnerships with communities to ensure that families as well as 
communities know their rights and have a voice in shaping policy reforms. 

Sarah Boonin Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided direct representation for low-income victims of domestic violence through the 
development of an innovative partnership between Brigham and Women's Hospital and the 
Legal Services Center. 

Ann Marie Dooley, Esq. 
University of North Carolina 
School of Law 

Legal Aid of North Carolina - 
Greensboro 

Greensboro, 
NC 

Provided direct representation for low-income persons with mental disabilities suffering 
housing discrimination and facing illegal evictions. Trained tenants, landlords, housing 
authorities, and homeless shelters regarding their rights and responsibilities under the Fair 
Housing Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Autumn Elliott, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Bread for the City, Southeast 
Service Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation for disabled persons facing eviction. Engaged in affirmative 
litigation, such as obtaining temporary injunctions or declaratory judgments for clients 
who required structural modifications to their apartments, and assisted clients in filing 
administrative complaints. 

Lindsay Ernst, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 
Legal Aid Society - Juvenile 
Rights Division New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for incarcerated children from Queens, New York, in judicial 
and administrative proceedings in order to secure special-needs services and ensure their 
successful reentry into their communities. 

Katie Eyer Yale Law School 
Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil 
Rights 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation, administrative and informal advocacy, and community 
education to fight sexual orientation and gender identity employment discrimination. 

Jen Flory, Esq. 
University of Southern California 
Law School 

Western Center on Law and 
Poverty 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided advocacy to monitor implementation of new healthcare reforms that affect 
affordability, identifying best and worst practices for intervention and promoting models 
for reform. Also provided litigation for systemic reform of affordability policies in public 
health coverage programs. 
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Elena Goldstein, Esq. Harvard Law School 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for low-income working women to maintain their 
employment by ensuring that workplace conditions adhered to legal requirements and by 
enabling access to supplemental public benefits such as childcare and food stamps. 

Kate Griffith, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Workers' Rights Law Center of 
New York Kingston, NY 

Provided direct representation and community education for low-wage tourism workers 
suffering widespread workplace abuses in restaurants, hotels, and resorts in New York's 
Hudson River Valley. 

Samantha Webb Kading, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School Land Tenure Center Madison, WI 

Developed and conducted estate planning workshops for the Native American tribes in 
Wisconsin, with the goal of planning for land consolidation during life. 

Karie Lew, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County San Mateo, CA 

Provided direct representation, community education, and systemic advocacy to ensure 
that foster children's educational and mental health needs were being met with 
appropriate services. 

Bryn L. Martyna, Esq. Stanford Law School National Center for Youth Law 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Worked with foster youth, local advocates, courts, and other community partners to 
implement a precedent-setting settlement agreement to reform the child welfare system in 
the state of Washington. 

Erin McCormack-Herbert, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Services for Children, Inc. New York, NY 

Administered the Fairness Fund, a revolving fund for low-income disabled children to 
obtain private-sector services while seeking Department of Education services. Identified 
clients with special education legal violations, supervised fund administration and 
conducted impartial hearings to obtain reimbursement.  

Julie Morse, Esq. 
Syracuse University College of 
Law 

Legal Services of Central New 
York Syracuse, NY 

Served as a liaison between Legal Services of Central New York and Syracuse University's 
new Center on Disability Studies, Law and Human Policy. Provided individual legal 
representation for inappropriately institutionalized disabled persons. 

Amy Myers Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Women Empowered Against 
Violence 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided legal services and community education to domestic violence victims in danger 
of losing their children. 

Yungsuhn Park, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Implemented advocacy model promoting economic justice for low-wage workers based on 
a successful garment worker advocacy model undertaken by a previous Skadden Fellow. 

Thomas R. Plummer, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Legal Services for Children 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Represented at-risk lesbian and gay youth in connection with issues including permanency 
planning, education, preventing or alleviating abuse and neglect and obtaining 
emancipation orders. 

Steven Sharpe, Esq. 
Indiana University Maurer School 
of Law 

Indiana Legal Services - 
Bloomington 

Bloomington, 
IN 

Advised and defended homeowners who were at risk of being or have been victimized by 
predatory lenders. Worked to halt abusive lending practices through collaborative 
litigation, community outreach and education. Also assisted in refinancing, if beneficial. 

Jessica Shoemaker, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School Farmers' Legal Action Group St. Paul, MN 

Provided direct legal services to financially distressed family farmers on credit, contract, 
regulatory and land tenure issues. 
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Anika Singh Lemar 
New York University School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for individuals and community-based organizations to 
enforce consumer rights and build financial institutions in immigrant communities in New 
York City. Emphasis was on victims of predatory practices perpetrated by profit-making 
credit counseling agencies, such as check cashers and payday lenders. 

Priyamvada Sinha 
New York University School of 
Law Children's Rights, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation to establish and enforce the educational rights of youths in 
foster care in southeastern states. Conducted community education with youths, foster 
families, foster care administrators and public schools. 

Adam Stofsky, Esq. Harvard Law School 
The Lawyer's Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Engaged in impact litigation and community outreach for vulnerable lowest-wage workers, 
using media like digital video to raise awareness of legal rights within client communities 
and address issues including wage, gender, race and/or national origin discrimination, as 
well as exploitative and inhumane working conditions. 

Jennifer Sung Yale Law School The Brennan Center for Justice New York, NY 

Provided legal services to low-wage workers' groups to help them pursue litigation and 
policy campaigns to enforce and strengthen wage and health benefit protections for 
working families. 

Sharon Terman, Esq. Stanford Law School 
The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Engaged in impact litigation and advocacy to fulfill the promise of California's law granting 
workers paid family leave, focusing on vindicating the family-leave rights of language 
minorities and the working poor. 

Karen Tumlin, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

National Immigration Law 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Engaged in impact litigation to protect the workplace rights and dignity of immigrant 
workers, ensuring that workers injured on the job are not inappropriately denied workers' 
compensation and that immigrant workers' rights to bring Title VII suits when they are 
discriminated against on race, religion, or gender are not thwarted. 

Max Weinstein, Esq. Yale Law School 
Brooklyn Legal Services 
Corporation A Brooklyn, NY 

Defended individual victims in foreclosure cases asserting affirmative claims against 
predatory lenders. 
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Koren Bell, Esq. Yale Law School Education Law Center Newark, NJ 

Worked on Advocating for Accountability project to ensure that the remedial measures 
mandated in Abbott v. Burke translated into concrete change for poor minority 
schoolchildren throughout New Jersey. 

Caroline Bettinger-Lopez 
Columbia University School of 
Law ACLU Women's Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation and community outreach to challenge housing and employment 
policies that created barriers for victims of domestic violence. 

Sarah Biehl 
Ohio State University College of 
Law 

Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided basic legal services for students through Chicago's first high school-based legal 
clinic. 

Margaret Chen, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for families with children seeking lead-free housing. Also 
worked with government agencies and cooperative landowners to help create healthier 
housing for low-income families. 

Steven Choi, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for low-wage Korean workers in New York City and 
suburban New Jersey who were victims of exploitation in the workplace. 
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Melanca D. Clark, Esq. Harvard Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation to improve employment opportunities for non-violent ex-
offenders, with a focus on access to housing, public assistance, student loans, and the 
ability to vote. 

Keith Cunningham-Parmeter, 
Esq. Stanford Law School Oregon Law Center Portland, OR 

Provided direct representation and advocacy for farm workers on matters of workplace 
exploitation. Issues addressed included health and safety violations, and wage and hour 
law non-compliance. 

Nicole De Sario Hedrick, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation, advocacy, and community education on behalf of low-
income tenants to combat poor housing conditions and achieve large-scale lasting repairs 
in DC's affordable housing stock. 

Benjamin Drinen, Esq. Temple University School of Law 
Support Center for Child 
Advocates 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation for disabled children in the foster care system who were 
eligible for SSI disability benefits in order to promote the reunification of families. 

Laura Lynne Faer, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Public Counsel 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided individual representation and advocacy, through the Angelino Parents Providing 
Leadership in Education (APPLE) project, for students and their parents in three distressed 
South Central Los Angeles public schools. 

James O. Freeman, Esq. Harvard Law School Advancement Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy to counter high dropout rates among Latino students and the 
overrepresentation and misidentification of such children in special education. Worked 
with organizations in Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, Mississippi, and Tennessee. 

John M. Freeman, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law Anishinable Legal Services Cass Lake, MN 

Provided educational advocacy for at-risk Native American youth to facilitate successful 
school completion, with emphasis on a range of matters including SSI benefits, school 
suspension, and discrimination complaints. 

Andrea R. Gold, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Life Span Center for Legal 
Services and Advocacy Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for low-income battered women on matters of protection, 
divorce, child custody, and employment. Specific emphasis was placed on providing 
litigation under a recently passed state law barring employment discrimination against 
domestic violence victims. 

Michael John Gregory Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided advocacy to develop a model of legal support that responded to the connection 
between divorce/domestic violence and special needs children, working toward a goal of 
gaining access to special education for children of families victimized by poverty and 
violence. 

Delicia Reynolds Hand, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law Just Neighbors Ministry, Inc. Arlington, VA 

Provided community economic development and legal services for low-income immigrant 
women particularly in Latino and African communities. Provided education, organizing and 
legal advocacy to help overcome barriers to employment and business ownership. 

Elizabeth Keyes, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center CASA of Maryland Takoma Park, MD 

Provided direct representation and outreach for exploited migrant domestic workers on a 
range of matters including physical and mental abuse, non-payment of wages, and sexual 
harassment. Cooperated with leaders of various immigrant communities during outreach 
phase by speaking at places of worship and in parks. 
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Nhu Q. Le, Esq. Cornell Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Established a pro se clinic to assist low-income persons in non-complex family law cases 
where self-representation could be effective, such as child support cases and 
uncontested divorces. 

Dale Margolin Cecka, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Division New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and community outreach for pregnant and parenting 
teenagers in foster care to protect their rights to appropriate placement, education, and 
mandated services. Also provided counsel on matters of child custody and support. 

Trisha B. Miller Esq. Stanford Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided transactional legal assistance to community development organizations working 
to improve the housing and economic conditions of minority communities, particularly in 
the deep South. 

Sharmila Murthy Harvard Law School 
The Legal Aid Society of Middle 
Tennessee Nashville, TN 

Advocated for low-income immigrants with a focus on wrongful evictions, access to 
government benefits, housing, consumer debt and wage and employment matters. 

Jennifer Chang Newell, Esq. Stanford Law School ACLU-Immigrants' Rights Project Oakland, CA 
Provided direct representation, policy work, community education, and impact litigation 
for immigrant garment workers in San Francisco experiencing exploitation. 

Jeannie Martin Nist, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society - Kathryn A. 
McDonald Education Advocacy 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community outreach and training to special needs children 
and their families residing in Harlem, toward a goal of improving their educational 
outcomes. 

John G. Nolte, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Uncommon Good Claremont, CA 

Provided impact litigation for low-income tenants who had been victims of slumlords and 
forced to live in severely substandard housing. Advocated to establish a citizens' 
committee of housing advocates, attorneys, business leaders and academics to 
investigate the slum housing problem in Pomona. 

Brooke J. Richie-Babbage, Esq. Harvard Law School Welfare Law Center New York, NY 

Provided impact litigation and community education to increase opportunities for low-
income heads of households to acquire educational and employment skills critical for self-
sufficiency. 

Julie Khoury Robie, Esq. Yale Law School Legal Aid Society of Cleveland Cleveland, OH 
Advocated to stop predatory lenders from stripping income and home equity from the poor 
through direct representation of borrowers in payday lending and foreclosure cases. 

Carrie Schneider Russell Harvard Law School 
Greater Boston Institute 
Conservation Law Foundation Boston, MA 

Advocated to empower working poor minority and immigrant communities to pursue 
economic development goals and helped respond to an imminent threat of displacement 
posed by new transit access. 

Angie Schwartz, Esq. Stanford Law School National Center for Youth Law 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for adolescents living in families 
receiving public assistance who needed help in negotiation with welfare agencies, schools 
and work preparation programs. 

Janet Stocco, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law Education Law Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Directly represented children in foster care who needed special education and biological 
parents who wished to remain actively engaged with their children's educational progress. 
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Jill C. Anderson 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Western Massachusetts Legal 
Services 

Springfield, 
MA 

Provided advocacy for persons with disabilities experiencing discrimination in the 
workplace or encountering barriers to housing. 

Oliver G. Chase, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society - 
Community Law Offices New York, NY 

Provided transactional legal services for immigrants establishing microenterprises or 
seeking to buy their first homes. 

Matthew Colangelo, Esq. Harvard Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided individual advocacy and impact litigation to improve access to work for African 
American welfare recipients by challenging job discrimination in hiring. 

Shoshana Eisenberg 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for parents in dependency/negligence cases in an effort to 
reunify families when appropriate. 

Claudia Flores 
New York University School of 
Law Main Street Legal Services Flushing, NY 

Provided direct representation for domestic workers who were victims of involuntary 
servitude and other labor violations. 

Kimberly Glassman, Esq. 
Catholic University of America, 
Columbus School of Law National Women's Law Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy to promote and advance state and federal childcare tax policies in 
order to ensure that low-income families were aware of and could take advantage of these 
policies. 

Amanda Sonis Glynn Harvard Law School 
Family Advocacy Program - 
Boston Medical Center Boston, MA 

Provided direct legal services, outreach, community education, and written materials to 
expand the Family Advocacy Program at Boston Children's Hospital to the Adolescent 
Center at Boston Medical Center. 

Salvatore Gogliormella, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Lawyers Alliance for New York New York, NY 

Provided representation for community-development nonprofit organizations seeking to 
develop affordable housing. 

Cara Hendrickson, Esq. Harvard Law School 

Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest 
(BPI Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy to improve public education in neighborhoods where public housing 
was being redeveloped and to help break down barriers that prevented public housing 
residents from gaining access to economically successful communities. 

Christine Vaughn Hendrickson, 
Esq. University of Michigan Law School 

Washington Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy and administrative representation on behalf of children with serious 
mental health needs who were removed from their families and communities and 
inappropriately institutionalized. 

Corene T. Kendrick, Esq. Stanford Law School Children's Rights, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided legal and policy research, community education, and advocacy to address the 
needs of children institutionalized in group homes by social welfare agencies. Focus was 
on the needs of children in the New York City, Tennessee, and Georgia systems. 

Nina Kohn Harvard Law School 
Legal Assistance of the Finger 
Lakes Geneva, NY 

Provided direct representation for nursing home residents and elders in the community 
who were in need of skilled care. 

Anna Levine, Esq. Yale Law School 
Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided representation for institutionalized adults with mental illness seeking community 
mental health treatment and services to which they were entitled by law. Also provided 
advocacy for better discharge planning. 
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Jennifer Maranzano, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Bread for the City, Southeast 
Service Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Directly represented low-income residents with particular housing needs and 
vulnerabilities, such as the elderly, the disabled and victims of domestic violence. 

Erin O'Donohue, Esq. Yale Law School Legal Services for Children 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Developed a Girls Project to advocate for adolescent girls at risk for involvement in the 
juvenile delinquency and dependency systems, with a particular focus on sexually 
exploited girls. 

Sandra Park, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

The Legal Society, Bronx 
Neighborhood Office Bronx, NY 

Provided direct representation, community outreach and education for domestic violence 
victims belonging to underserved immigrant groups in the Bronx, New York. 

Rebecca Price, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest New York, NY 

Represented children in need of mental health treatment and services. Collaborated with 
advocacy organizations to reach parents' groups, mental health providers, education 
providers and child welfare workers. 

Joy Radice Harvard Law School 
Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY 

Provided community education and direct representation for ex-offenders facing barriers 
to securing stable housing and family reunification. 

Camilla Roberson, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Division New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for children involved in the child welfare system due to 
domestic violence in the home, with the aim of preventing removal or speeding safe 
reunification with the non-offending parent. 

Victor Rodriguez 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided community education, outreach, impact litigation and policy advocacy on behalf 
of Latino low-income workers experiencing exploitation in the workplace. 

Jennifer Rosenbaum, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Southern Migrant Legal Services, 
A Project of Texas Rural Legal Aid Nashville, TN 

Advocated to locate and educate migrant and seasonal farm workers in Tennessee, and 
litigated on behalf of those experiencing exploitation in the workplace. 

Victoria Selkowe, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School Economic Justice Institutte Madison, WI 

Provided direct representation, administrative advocacy and community education to 
ensure both protection of fundamental employment rights and access to critical work 
support for low-wage workers. 

Aleeza M. Strubel, Esq. University of Chicago Law School National Center on Poverty Law Chicago, IL 

Performed advocacy and law-reform work relating to family law problems encountered by 
public assistance recipients, with a particular emphasis on child support collection to 
ensure the safety of domestic violence victims. 

Claudia Wilner, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Urban Justice Center New York, NY 

Provided comprehensive outreach, advocacy and legal services to persons with mental 
illness who lived in illegal adult homes. 

Sara Woodward, Esq. University of Michigan Law School National Center for Youth Law 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct legal services and policy advocacy aimed at improving educational 
outcomes for children in foster care, homeless youth and students in alternative education 
programs. 

 
  
Class of 2002 

Jennifer Arnett, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law ACLU - Women's Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for low-wage Latinas facing 
employment discrimination, sexual harassment, and non-payment of wages. 
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Chandra S. Bhatnagar, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for low-wage South Asian construction workers, domestic 
workers, and restaurant workers experiencing exploitative workplace conditions. 

Elisabeth Calcaterra, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
KidsVoice (formerly Legal Aid 
Society of Pittsburgh) Pittsburgh, PA 

Provided direct representation for medically needy children in the foster care system. 
Developed and implemented a training curriculum for medical and legal service providers 
to improve the quality of advocacy for sick children. 

Sarah Connell, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation for victims of domestic violence on matters of child 
custody, child support, housing, and public benefits. Conducted intake at a new full-
service center at Greater Southeast Hospital. Also worked with community education 
groups and with police to improve police response to domestic violence. 

Mallory Curran, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Aid Society of Cleveland Cleveland, OH 

Provided individual representation for indigent children served by a medical-legal 
collaborative project designed to improve their health. Assistance was provided on-site at 
the department of pediatrics of the MetroHealth Medical Center. 

Lynne Echenberg, Esq. Stanford Law School 
The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Division New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for children aging out of foster care to ensure that they 
received the services to which they were entitled prior to their discharge from foster care. 

Andrew J. Elmore, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society, Staten 
Island Neighborhood Office 
Staten Island, NY 

Provided direct representation for low-wage workers facing underpayment of wages, 
dangerous work conditions, and barriers to collecting workers' compensation and work-
related government benefits. 

Matthew Feigin, Esq. Harvard Law School Community Law Center Baltimore, MD 

Provided advocacy on behalf of indigent residents to implement a state civil nuisance 
statute to reform or shutter buildings that had become the focus of drug dealing, violence, 
and public disorder. 

Kara Finck 
Columbia University School of 
Law The Door New York, NY 

Provided legal representation and educational outreach to enforce the rights of foster care 
adolescents preparing to age out of the child welfare system and transition into 
independent living. 

Fernando Gaytan, Esq. 
University of Southern California 
Law School 

Los Angeles Center for Law and 
Justice 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct legal assistance and community education for low-income elderly persons 
and immigrants who were the victims of unscrupulous legal or financial services schemes 
relating to home purchasing and refinancing. 

Mark Humowiecki, Esq. Yale Law School MFY Legal Services New York, NY 

Provided direct representation, community education, and advocacy for working poor 
persons on a range of matters, including unsafe working conditions, discrimination, 
retaliation, and harassment. 

Omar Jadwat, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and litigation for immigrant day laborers seeking to combat 
exploitation and harassment. 

Kathleen C. Kim Stanford Law School 

The Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advanced the employment rights of victims of human trafficking in the United States and 
immigrants subjected to coercive employment practices, with emphasis on the garment, 
domestic service, and commercial sex industries. 

Elizabeth Kristen, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct services litigation and policy work on behalf of low-income workers with 
hidden disabilities, a particularly vulnerable group of employees. 
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Ines Kuperschmit, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Public Counsel 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, public policy advocacy, and public education for youth 
with mental disabilities who were homeless or in the juvenile dependency systems. 

Eloise Lawrence, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Business and Professional 
People for teh Public Interest 
(BPI Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy for residents of public housing who were being relocated and in need of 
a connection to social services, such as job training, substance abuse treatment, and 
childcare. Also expanded a "small grants" program started by a former Skadden Fellow to 
provide funds to residents for community building activities. 

Minsu Longiaru, Esq. Harvard Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 
Provided direct representation for day laborers and contingent workers on matters of 
exploitation in the workplace. 

Sameena Shina Majeed, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Urban Justice Center New York, NY 

Advocated for people transitioning from welfare into full-time employment by enforcing 
their rights to an education, namely GED, college or vocational programs. 

Matthew S. Meyer, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Community Legal Aid Society, 
Inc. 

Wilmington, 
DE Provide legal assistance for community-based microenterprise institutions. 

Alex Montgomery University of Chicago Law School 
Life Span Center for Legal 
Services and Advocacy Chicago, IL 

Represent battered women with an emphasis on achieving economic independence for 
them. 

Molly Murphy, Esq. Fordham University School of Law Lawyers for Children New York, NY 
Represented children in foster care in custody and visitation proceedings to prevent 
unnecessary removal of those who had been exposed to domestic violence. 

Jaclyn Okin Barney, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest New York, NY 

Advocated for students with disabilities in low-income communities to identify the 
appropriate services to prepare for the transition from high school.  

Luciene Parsley, Esq. 
University of Maryland School of 
Law Maryland Disability Law Center Baltimore, MD 

Represented and litigated on behalf of low-income persons with disabilities to ensure they 
were afforded equal rights and opportunities in public and subsidized programs. 

James J. Regan, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 
The Legal Aid Society, 
Community Law Office New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for tenants in housing disputes at the new Harlem 
Community Justice Center and proactively worked to resolve disputes so as to avoid 
litigation. Also provided community education and organization in order to increase ties 
and form trust between the community and the justice system. 

Elizabeth Saylor, Esq. Harvard Law School The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided comprehensive legal services to victims of domestic violence in order to ensure 
that they obtained the transitional benefits they needed to achieve economic self-
sufficiency and family stability. 

Monica Teixeira de Sousa 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Rhode Island Legal Services, Inc. Providence, RI 

Promoted economic stability and educational opportunity in Rhode Island's low-income 
Portuguese and Cape Verdian community by providing on-site representation, community 
education and advocacy at the Pawtucket Child Opportunity Zone. 

Ashley Wells Cox, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law Atlanta Legal Aid Society Atlanta, GA 

Provided direct representation and community education to combat predatory practices 
aimed at low-income used-car consumers in the Atlanta area, where poor transportation 
forces poor persons to buy used cars. Much of the city's poor population lives on the South 
Side and the jobs are on the North Side, so poorer residents are spatially isolated from 
economic opportunities. 
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Andrew W. Williams, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Bronx Defenders Bronx, NY 

Provided direct civil legal services for the families of the criminally accused on matters of 
eviction, employment, and other collateral matters. 

 
Class of 2001 

Brooks M. Allen, Esq. Yale Law School 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided individual representation and impact litigation to help parents and students 
enforce their rights to a quality education. 

Matthew Clash-Drexler, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided representation for public housing applicants and fair housing applicants in a 
class action case to establish and enforce non-discrimination provisions in the use of 
federal funds, such as H.O.P.E. VI, for housing demolition and redevelopment. 

Sheri Danz, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

The Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless Chicago, IL 

Provided comprehensive civil legal services for homeless youth on matters of access to 
housing, public benefits, emancipation, and orders of protection. 

Brian Dimmick, Esq. Stanford Law School Disability Rights Advocates Berkeley, CA 

Provided litigation and community education to challenge discrimination on the basis of 
disability in the job application and hiring processes. Focused on removing barriers faced 
by those with sensory disabilities (the visually and hearing impaired). 

Rajeev Goyle, Esq. Harvard Law School Advancement Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy for poor and minority communities to assist them in achieving 
educational equity. Efforts were focused on Denver, where the dropout rate of Latino 
students was 60%, and the Mississippi Delta, where the dropout statistics were similarly 
dismal. 

Shelley Gregory, Esq. Harvard Law School 
The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy and litigation for low-income workers experiencing workplace 
harassment on the basis of gender, race, or national origin. 

Damon T. Hewitt, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund New York, NY 

Provided litigation and advocacy for the educational rights of juvenile pre-trial detainees 
and students disproportionately at risk for suspension or expulsion. 

Jamie A. Hochman Herz, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Bread for the City and Zaccheus 
Free Clinic 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided on-site legal services, community education, and advocacy at the D.C. 
Developing Families Center, the first multi-disciplinary, free-standing birth center in the 
country. 

Marc Jolin, Esq. University of Chicago Law School Oregon Law Center Portland, OR 
Provided impact litigation for Oregon's homeless population to protect their civil rights and 
their rights to public benefits. 

Chinh Quang Le, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided advocacy to reduce racial/ethnic isolation and the concentration of poverty in 
public schools by assisting parent and community groups to develop new voluntary 
desegregation plans and to preserve existing ones. 

Flor Marquez, Esq. Rutgers University School of Law 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for groups of low-income tenants seeking to improve the 
habitability conditions of dilapidated buildings in the South Bronx. 



 

64 

SKADDEN FOUNDATION FELLOWS 

Name Law School Placement Location Project Description 

Sarah N. Mervine 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation and community education to public housing residents 
moving from large projects to Section VIII or other temporary housing. 

Jyoti Nanda, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Western Regional Office of the 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational, Inc. 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Challenged predatory lending practices targeting the working poor via advocacy and 
impact litigation. 

Michael Ng, Esq. Harvard Law School Southern Echo Jackson, MS 

Represented parents and students in the Mississippi Delta public school system to enforce 
rights under federal, state and local law and to assist the community's effort to create 
accountable leadership in local school systems. 

Udi Ofer, Esq. Fordham University School of Law My Sister's Place (White Plains, NY 

Established a law-based economic self-sufficiency clinic for battered women and their 
children to assist with issues such as child support, housing, benefits and workplace 
rights.  

Eliza Patten, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Community Legal Aid Society, 
Inc. 

Wilmington, 
DE 

Represented parents in dependency/neglect cases in an effort to reunify families when 
appropriate. 

Jennifer Pokempner, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Juvenile Law Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Represented youth in the child welfare system with issues in connection with independent 
living and transition to adulthood.     

Lillian Howard Potter, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Texas Rural Legal Aid - 
Southeastern Migrant Legal 
Services Weslaco, TX 

Provided comprehensive legal services to migrant farm workers in Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Vivek Sankaran University of Michigan Law School The Children's Law Center 
Washington, 
DC Represented child victims of domestic violence in custody, abuse and neglect cases. 

Marcela Siderman Butel, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided community outreach, education and administrative advocacy for female low-
wage workers on matters of workplace harassment, discrimination and underpayment of 
wages. 

Elizabeth Johanna Siebel 
Lorenz 

University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Break the Cycle 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation, community education, and public policy advocacy to 
combat violence in teen relationships and families. 

Anita Sinha 
New York University School of 
Law 

Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project Seattle, WA 

Provided direct representation to battered immigrant women on a range of matters 
including economic support, physical safety and housing. 

Cassandra Stubbs, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Directly represented low-wage workers, including day laborers and garment workers, 
experiencing exploitation in the workplace. 

Nanina Takla, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Community Legal Services 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided direct representation of parents with an intellectual disability facing permanent 
loss of their children to foster care. 

J. Alexander Thier, Esq. Stanford Law School 
East Palo Alto Community Law 
Project East Palo Alto, CA 

Worked with local and state government, community groups, nonprofit and for-profit 
corporations in a systemic effort to remove impediments to affordable housing in Silicon 
Valley. 
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Stacey Violante Cote, Esq. 
University of Connecticut School 
of Law 

Center for Children's Advocacy, 
Inc. Hartford, CT 

Provided school-based comprehensive legal services to students at Hartford Public High 
School towards a goal of reversing a 50% dropout rate. 

Barbara Zabawa, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School Center for Public Representation Madison, WI 

Advocated for consumers in Medicaid managed care experiencing service denial, utilizing 
public and private dispute resolution techniques. 

Noah D. Zatz Yale Law School 
National Employment Law 
Project New York, NY 

Provided comprehensive legal services to workfare participants experiencing exploitation 
or barriers to employment such as mandated childcare or job training. 

 
Class of 2000 

Katina Ancar, Esq. Harvard Law School National Center for Youth Law 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy for low-income children in kinship foster care to address legal services, 
payment equity, social services, and permanency planning problems. 

Mary Elisabeth Anderson, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

The Law Project of the Chicago, 
Coalition for the Homeless Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for homeless children and their families on matters 
regarding access to a quality education. 

Julie H. Becker Yale Law School 
Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation and administrative advocacy for low-income housing 
tenants, working toward the goal of family self-sufficiency. 

Sophie Elisabeth Bryan, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided basic legal services for low-income persons facing multiple problems on matters 
of family law, housing, and benefits. Also provided long-term financial and contingency 
planning for clients. 

Ann M. Cammett 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn 
Neighborhood Office Brooklyn, NY 

Provided comprehensive legal services for female ex-offenders and their children working 
to reestablish themselves in the community. 

Jennifer Ching, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

American Civil Liberties Union of 
New 

Jersey Newark, 
NJ 

Provided direct representation for low-wage immigrant workers in the Newark-area 
sweatshop economy. Worked in partnership with the American Friends Service Committee 
Immigrant Rights Program. 

Marina Cleo Cofield Harvard Law School 
Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Cobb 
County Office Marietta, GA 

Provided direct representation of child victims of abuse and neglect on such matters as 
custody, special education, medical and mental health care and public benefits. 

Rebekah Bella Evenson Yale Law School 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided impact litigation to address the barriers to employment faced by former welfare 
recipients entering the labor market, with a particular emphasis on access to childcare and 
transportation. 

Kate Ilana Frucher, Esq. Stanford Law School Advocates for Children New York, NY 
Provided direct representation for children in the child welfare system to ensure that their 
educational needs were met. 

Claudia Lorraine Gordon, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

National Association of the Deaf 
Law Center 

Silver Spring, 
MD 

Provided direct representation and advocacy for poor deaf persons, with a particular 
emphasis placed on outreach to members of minority groups. 

Teri Horowitz Fordham University School of Law 
The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Division New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for special-needs foster children who had been freed for 
adoption, working toward the goal of accelerated adoption or other permanent placement. 
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Megan Elizabeth Lewis, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

New Haven Legal Assistance 
Association 

New Haven, 
CT 

Provided advocacy to help enforce the fundamental workplace rights of former welfare 
recipients who were working or seeking to work. 

Jojo Liu, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Legal Services for Children, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for disadvantaged children with special needs to obtain 
access to special education. Also provided training to lay advocates and educational 
outreach to community organizations. 

John D. Marth, Esq. 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Program New York, NY 

Provided direct representation to low-income residents of the Bronx in Housing Court and 
advised on matters obstructing their self-empowerment. 

Catherine Scott Murphy, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Western Center on Law and 
Poverty 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided impact litigation, administrative advocacy and community outreach to reverse 
the decline in the MediCal case load that resulted from welfare reform. 

Sarah H. Paoletti 
American University Washington 
College of Law Friends of Farmworkers, Inc. 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Directly represented migrant and seasonal agricultural workers on matters including wage 
violations, substandard housing, inadequate healthcare and non-payment of workers' 
compensation. 

Mayra Peters-Quintero, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society - 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Represented persons of color, including immigrants with disabilities, facing barriers to 
education and employment. 

Rebekah J. Smith, Esq. University of Maine School of Law Maine Euqal Justice Partners Augusta, ME 

Provided direct representation and impact litigation for low-income persons seeking to 
improve their access to welfare-to-work training programs toward a goal of achieving self-
sufficiency. 

James McGregor Smyth, Esq. Yale Law School Bronx Defenders Bronx, NY 
Provided civil legal services for the families of the criminally accused on matters of 
eviction, loss of employment and termination of parental rights. 

Kathryn Alexis Socha, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Life Span Cenrter for Legal 
Services and Advocacy Chicago, IL 

Provided comprehensive legal services to low-income battered women on matters of 
protection, divorce, child custody and employment. 

Marc Ethan Steinberg, Esq. Harvard Law School Public Justice Center Baltimore, MD 

Advocated to improve access to healthcare for poor families by providing direct services 
for unlawfully terminated Medicaid beneficiaries and for Medicaid participants in managed 
care who were denied services. 

Sarah J. Stevenson, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Lawyers Alliancwe for New York New York, NY 

Provided transactional legal assistance to nonprofit housing developers in low-income 
areas toward an effort of community redevelopment, addressing matters such as 
negotiation of purchase, joint venture, loan and partnership agreements and satisfaction 
of due diligence requirements. 

James Talbert-Slagle, Esq. 
Washington and Lee University 
School of Law 

Appalachian Research and 
Defense Fund of Kentucky, Inc. 

Prestonburg, 
KY 

Provided direct representation of coal miners experiencing barriers to reemployment after 
reporting unsafe working conditions. 

Christopher John Tan, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation of Southern 
California 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Engaged in impact litigation and advocacy to improve educational opportunities for youth 
in the economically disadvantaged communities of Los Angeles, working with community 
committees consisting of parents, teachers, students and educational reform advocates. 
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Elizabeth Watson, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Welfare Law Center New York, NY 

Represented participants in the city's workfare program who were subject to unsafe and 
unfair working conditions that violated labor and employment laws. Created workshops, a 
hotline and a manual to educate workfare participants about their employment rights. 

Jennifer R. Weiser Bezoza 
New York University School of 
Law Education Law Center Newark, NJ 

Monitored Phase II of enforcement of the constitutional rights of urban children to 
educational improvements through implementation of the comprehensive reforms and 
programs ordered by the New Jersey Supreme Court in Abbott v. Burke. 

Lucille Dunford Wood, Esq. Yale Law School Advocacy, Inc. Austin, TX 

Advocated on behalf of persons with developmental disabilities to obtain community 
placements for those inappropriately placed. Provided direct representation of children 
with disabilities enrolled in Texas Children's Health Insurance Program who were denied 
critically needed care. 

 
Class of 1999 

Michael Barbosa, Esq. 
American University Washington 
College of Law 

The Legal Aid Society, Harlem 
Neighborhood Office New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for individual Harlem residents convicted of non-violent 
crimes stemming from chemical dependence problems. Having served their sentences, 
these persons needed help on matters of credit problems with vocational school debt, 
access to public housing, and inability to have records of juvenile offenses sealed or 
expunged. The target population for this Second Chance program was first-time, non-
violent offenders. 

Margaret Brandow, Esq. 
University of Southern California 
Law School 

Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for mentally ill, abused, and neglected children seeking 
comprehensive mental health services. 

Brant Campbell, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Nassau/Suffolk Legal Services 

Hampstead, 
NY 

Provided direct representation for poor persons enrolled in Medicaid-managed care plans 
in HMO grievance proceedings, appeals, and administrative fair hearings. Also provided 
representation for clients in social security benefits appeals to obtain Medicare and 
Medicaid. 

Carolyn Corrie 
University of North Carolina 
School of Law 

San Fernando Valley 
Neighborhood Legal Services Pacoima, CA 

Provided direct representation for newly employed CalWORKs participants to enforce 
employment rights and ensure access to support services necessary for the economic 
self-sufficiency of low-income working families. 

Katherine Dix, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided comprehensive legal services for poor families at risk of losing their children to 
foster care on matters of child support, access to safe housing, and illegal evictions. Also 
provided representation for kinship caregivers raising children who were abused and/or 
neglected at home to help them obtain custody. 

Derek R.B. Douglas, Esq. Yale Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided advocacy to address substandard educational conditions in Hartford, CT schools 
by working to implement a school desegregation ruling. 

Christine Ellertson 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Rocky Mountain Children's Law 
Center Denver, CO 

Provided direct representation for abused and neglected children who were denied 
essential services. Also provided impact litigation to improve child protection systems in 
the Rocky Mountain region. 
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Timothy Freilich, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Charlottesville Albemarle Legal 
Aid Society 

Charlottesville
, VA 

Provided direct representation and community education for farm workers and other 
immigrant workers experiencing severe exploitation in the workplace, particularly 
concerning non-payment of wages and substandard housing. 

Cynthia Godsoe Harvard Law School Child Care Law Center 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided representation for low-income families with special needs to help them gain 
access to the safe, appropriate, and affordable childcare necessary to achieve economic 
self-sufficiency. 

Robert Michael Gordon, Esq. Yale Law School 
The Legal Aid Society Juvenile 
Rights Division Bronx, NY 

Provided direct representation for foster children with the greatest risk of multiple long-
term placements, working toward the ultimate goal of adoption. 

Mari Hinojosa, Esq. Harvard Law School Lawyers for Children New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for children in foster care on matters of abuse, neglect, and 
custody. Also provided community education on matters of sexual abuse and independent 
living. 

Chaumtoli Huq 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and community education for low-income South Asian 
workers facing unfair labor practices and being deprived of basic employment and civil 
rights. Focus was placed on taxi drivers, domestic workers, and restaurant workers. 

Shelley Inglis, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

New York Association for New 
Americans, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided direct representation and community education for poor victims of domestic 
violence from the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 

Ann Jochnick University of Michigan Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 
Provided direct representation and community education for low-income families at risk of 
losing their homes due to expiring federal and state rent restrictions and subsidies. 

Jonathan M. Kaden, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest 
(BPI Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy to continue community development initiatives in the West Haven 
neighborhood. Also helped launch revitalization efforts in additional impoverished 
neighborhoods. 

Kathleen M. Keller, Esq. Yale Law School National Women's Law Center 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct representation and community outreach for low-income women and girls 
experiencing gender discrimination in career education programs. Addressed the 
problems of steering females into lower-paying fields and sexual harassment, particularly 
in training for non-traditional employment. 

Melanie Klein, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Legal Aid Bureau Inc., 
Metropolitan Maryland Office Riverdale, MD 

Provided direct representation for foster care children with special needs in Prince 
Georges County, MD, on matters of access to public benefits, physical and mental health 
care, and education. 

Terry Maroney 
New York University School of 
Law 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Represented lesbian and gay youth on matters of homelessness prevention, domestic 
violence, barriers to education and abuse and neglect. 

Suzanne McKechnie Klahr, Esq. Stanford Law School 
East Palo Alto Community Law 
Project (East Palo Alto, CA 

Advocated to create and sustain micro-entrepreneurial businesses and employment 
opportunities for low-income residents in connection with business start-up, tax, property, 
liability and employment issues. 
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Nelson Mock, Esq. University of Texas School of Law Legal Aid of Central Texas Austin, TX 

Represented poor families threatened with loss of housing with a particular emphasis on 
those with disabled children or adults. Challenged discriminatory rental policies and 
fought arbitrary evictions. 

David Onek, Esq. Stanford Law School Legal Services for Children 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Represented at-risk youth in obtaining special education, guardianship, emancipation and 
mental health services. 

Rebecca L. Pennell Stanford Law School 
Columbia Legal Services - 
TeamChild Yakima, WA 

Advocated for special education, guardianship, emancipation and mental health services 
for at-risk youth. 

Benjamin I. Sachs Yale Law School 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of low-income workers in the Bushwick community on 
matters of wage and hour claims, racial and national origin discrimination and workplace 
safety and health violations. 

Jory Steele, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society - 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated to increase employment opportunities for poor women and minorities by 
increasing access to apprenticeship programs in the construction industry. 

Eve Stotland, Esq. Yale Law School 
San Francisco Neighborhood 
Legal Assistance Foundation 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Utilized direct representation and advocacy to keep families together as they transitioned 
from welfare to work under the CalWORKs welfare reform initiative, emphasizing access to 
childcare, transportation, and meeting the special needs of disabled children. 

LaShanda Taylor Adams 
New York University School of 
Law The Children's Law Center 

Washington, 
DC 

Promoted stability and permanency for children in foster care by representing kinship 
caregivers who wanted to obtain legal custody, addressing matters of income support, 
education, healthcare, mental health services and housing. 

Tara Twomey, Esq. Boston College Law School 
Legal Services Center - 
Community Enterprise Project 

Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided transactional legal services to low-income micro-entrepreneurs and local 
Community Development Corporations. 

Katherine R. Weatherly, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Native American Rights Fund Boulder, CO 
Advocated to facilitate tribal involvement in the education of Native American students 
with the goal of transferring control of reservation schools to tribes from the BIA. 

 
Class of 1998 

Gregory Z. Chen, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Services for Children 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided comprehensive legal services for Asian American youth on matters of abuse and 
neglect, access to special education, and guardianship. 

Sarah Colby, Esq. 
University of California College of 
the Law, San Francisco 

The Legal Aid Society - 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for HIV-infected, low-income workers to help them 
maintain their employment. Also provided advocacy on issues of accommodation and 
medical leave. 

Amy Copperman, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Massachusetts Law Reform 
Institute Boston, MA 

Provided advocacy to ensure access to affordable housing for people transitioning off 
welfare. 

Scott L. Cummings Harvard Law School Public Counsel 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for small businesses and community development 
organizations operating for-profit enterprises in disadvantaged neighborhoods. 
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Derek Denckla, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 
TheLegal Aid Society - Brooklyn 
Office for the Aging Brooklyn, NY 

Provided representation for urban, elderly clients in Housing Court and Administrative 
Hearings related to benefits while devising a process for elderly litigants to better represent 
themselves pro se in recognition that client demand exceeded the capacity of no-fee legal 
services providers. 

Liz Dominik, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Life Span Center for Legal 
Services and Advocacy Chicago, IL 

Provided direct legal services for low-income victims of domestic violence seeking job 
training, child support, and self-sufficiency. 

Julia Figueira-McDonough, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided representation for low-income garment workers on issues of wage and hour 
claims and on other employment matters. 

Andrew David Friedman, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

New York Legal Assistance 
Group New York, NY 

Provided basic legal services through neighborhood church clinics for low-income persons 
in Bushwick, Brooklyn, on matters of benefits and housing. 

Emily B. Friedman, Esq. Duke University School of Law 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy to expand the supply of childcare by assisting individuals in becoming 
providers. Also provided representation for low-income families in obtaining affordable 
quality childcare. 

Doni Gewirtzman 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided advocacy to address the legal needs of low-income lesbian and gay elderly 
persons on matters of survivor benefits, pensions, and other public benefits. 

Deborah M. Golden, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Appalachian Research and 
Defense Fund of Kentucky, Inc. 

Prestonburg, 
KY 

Provided direct representation on matters of divorce and custody for women and children 
who were victims of domestic violence. 

Jacqui Greene, Esq. Harvard Law School Covenant House New Jersey Newark, NJ 
Provided direct representation for homeless and marginally housed youth in a new facility 
in Newark. Also provided satellite legal services to Covenant House Atlantic City. 

Risa Kaufman, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

NOW Legal Defense and 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided litigation on matters of sexual harassment and job steering for low-income 
working women facing gender-based barriers to moving out of poverty. 

James Knoepp, Esq. Loyola Law School Los Angeles 
Migrant Farmworker Justice 
Project; Belle Glade, FL 

Provided direct representation for farmworkers throughout the Southeast on matters of 
improper payment of wages, payroll deductions, and inadequate living conditions. 

Emma Leheny, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Western Center on Law and 
Poverty 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided representation for workfare recipients under the CalWORKs state welfare reform 
initiative. Developed written resources for recipients and direct service providers, and 
trained advocates from neighborhood legal service offices, childcare and teen parent 
programs, and health clinics. 

Katherine Locker Harvard Law School 
The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Division New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services for children in foster care to ensure their access to an 
appropriate education, working toward the goal of accelerated adoption or permanent 
placement. 

Amanda Maisels, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Whitman-Walker Clinic, Legal 
Services 

Washington, 
DC 

Directly represented persons with HIV in employment discrimination cases in order to help 
them obtain reasonable accommodation at work, return to work after medical leave and 
combat discriminatory firing. 
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Mark Malaspina, Esq. Yale Law School 

Lawyers Alliance for New York, 
Community Development Legal 
Assistance Center New York, NY 

Represented community-based not-for-profit organizations engaged in economic 
development and affordable housing projects with a particular emphasis on matters 
relating to loans and equity capital for microenterprises. 

Christopher J. Meade, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

ACLU - Immigrants' Rights 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation to legal immigrant workers who were victims of exploitation 
by unscrupulous employers. 

Ishmael Muhammad, Esq. 
University of Mississippi School of 
Law 

People's Advocacy Center of the 
Community Aid and 
Development Corporation Jackson, MS 

Provided direct representation to low-wage workers in Mississippi who were victims of 
exploitation and discrimination. 

Karen L. Myers 
New York University School of 
Law The Door - Legal Services Center New York, NY Accelerated permanent placements for adolescents in foster care. 

Susan Pearlstein, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Philadelphia Legal Assistance 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided legal services in family court to young mothers on matters of child custody, child 
support and domestic violence. 

Wendy Hickok Robinson Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

New Orleans Legal Assistance 
Corporation 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided direct representation for low-wage workers in the hospitality industry on 
employment-related problems. 

Mary C. Vargas, Esq. 
University of Connecticut School 
of Law 

National Association of the Deaf 
Law Center 

Silver Spring, 
MD 

Provide direct representation of low-income deaf persons experiencing discrimination in 
gaining access to healthcare and on matters of access to education, housing and 
employment. 

Elisabeth C. Yap, Esq. Harvard Law School Education Law Center Newark, NJ 

Advocated to improve educational opportunities for disadvantaged youth in New Jersey's 
poor and urban communities through enforcement of school reform, court order and 
access to special education. 

Rachel Yassky Yale Law School Community Legal Services 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Worked with individual and organizational clients to identify community resources and 
develop a community economic development agenda in a Philadelphia empowerment 
zone. 

 
Class of 1997 

Muneer Ahmad, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for low-income workers on matters of workplace rights. 
Also provided legal advocacy on behalf of workfare-related job training programs. 

Cory Booker Yale Law School Urban Justice Center New York, NY 
Provided basic legal services for families and urban youth at Newark housing project 
clinics. 

Reed N. Colfax, Esq. Yale Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. 

Washington, 
DC 

Provide advocacy to ensure that federal block grants and tax credits were used to build and 
support housing for poor minority families. 

Benjamin Diehl, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Bet Tzedek Legal Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation for elderly and low-income homeowners victimized by 
home equity fraud schemes. 
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Laurence Dupuis, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Action of Wisconsin Milwaukee, WI 

Provided advocacy to protect the rights of poor persons participating in W-2, Wisconsin's 
welfare-to-work program. 

Nancy Fishman, Esq. Yale Law School The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 
Provide representation for low-income tenant associations to preserve scarce tenement 
housing and to establish tenant cooperatives in East Harlem and Harlem. 

Dora Galacatos, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 
Northern Manhattan 
Improvement Corporation New York, NY 

Provided legal representation for community childcare providers (as a necessary step in 
community development) on issues of licensing, government subsidies, and landlord-
tenant matters. 

Peggy Healy, Esq. Fordham University School of Law My Sister's Place White Plains, NY 
Provided direct representation for victims of domestic violence. Also provided training of 
lay advocates as community educators. 

Claudia Colindres Johnson, 
Esq. 

University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Pennsylvania Health Law Project 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided advocacy for low-income persons to help them gain access to healthcare and 
reimbursement for denied claims under managed care networks, with particular emphasis 
on the needs of the elderly and adolescents. 

Olatunde Johnson Stanford Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided litigation to challenge discrimination by Medicaid-managed care organizations in 
Tennessee and other Southern states. 

Joshua Konecky, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Disability Rights Advocates Berkeley, CA 

Provide litigation to eliminate discrimination against children with disabilities in the 
California public school system. 

Robin Lenhardt Harvard Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided litigation regarding educational equity issues concerning poor and minority public 
school children. 

Rosario Lozada, Esq. 
University of Notre Dame Law 
School 

Florida Immigrant Advocay 
Center Miami, FL Provided basic legal services for immigrant families at two school-based legal clinics. 

Stephanie Proctor Miller, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society, 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated to protect the workplace rights of workfare participants in the wake of Federal 
welfare reform. 

Julia Ann Mullen 
University of New Mexico School 
of Law 

Northern New Mexico Legal 
Services Santa Fe, NM 

Advocated for rural, low-income communities' participation in the organic food industry by 
providing legal assistance to protect land and water rights, zoning, patent rights, and form 
co-op associations. 

Suzanne Nossel, Esq. Harvard Law School Children's Rights New York, NY 
Provided litigation support, monitoring and enforcement of structural injunctions seeking 
to reform New York City's child welfare system. 

Carolyn Shapiro, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 

The Poverty Law Project, 
National Clearinghouse for Legal 
Services Chicago, IL 

Provided individual representation for Illinois welfare recipients with multiple barriers to 
self-sufficiency. 

Stacie Berger Siebrecht, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Disability Law Center Boston, MA 

Provided ligation and advocacy on behalf of persons with developmental disabilities to 
obtain community placements for those inappropriately placed in nursing homes. 
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Bonnie Tenneriello, Esq. University of Michigan Law School 
Michigan Migrant Legal 
Assistance Project 

Grand Rapids, 
MI 

Represented migrant farmworkers on matters of employment discrimination, wage and 
hour violations, work conditions and housing disputes. 

Steve Tobocman, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Michigan Legal Services Detroit, MI 
Represented two community economic development corporations in the Southwest 
Detroit Empowerment Zone. 

Sherry Trafford Yale Law School 
Bazelon Center for Mental 
Health Law 

Washington, 
DC Defended people with mental disabilities with the goal of securing them fair housing. 

Heather K. Way University of Texas School of Law Legal Aid of Central Texas Austin, TX 

Represented two community-based nonprofit organizations developing affordable housing 
for the poor and a tenant advocacy group working to improve conditions in low-income 
apartments. 

Kristen Weber, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law National Center for Youth Law 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provide direct representation and advocacy for low-income disabled children and their 
families who struggle to retain SSI and other benefits in the wake of welfare reform. 

Elizabeth Wehner, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Legal Aid Society of Charleston 

Charleston, 
WV 

Provided basic legal services to indigent Appalachians moving from welfare to work on 
issues regarding family, consumer and employment matters. 

Alison Wheeler, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Mental Health Advocacy 
Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided direct representation of indigent children with mental and developmental 
disabilities in dependency court proceedings involving issues of overly restrictive 
placements as well as agencies' failure to provide education, treatment and basic support 
services as required by law. 

 
Class of 1996 

Sameer Ashar Harvard Law School 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights of the San Francisco Bay 
Area 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided representation for community development organizations to ensure that jobs 
created by military base closures benefitted members of poor communities. 

Margaret Barnette, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Lawyers Alliance for New York 
Community Development Legal 
Assistance Center New York, NY 

Provide direct representation for community-based organizations engaged in affordable 
housing and economic development projects. Work with CDCs to replicate successful 
models of affordable housing owned by low-income residents. 

Maddy deLone, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Children's Rights, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for poor children in need of mental health services, with particular 
emphasis on children in foster care. 

Sara DePasquale 
State University of New York at 
Buffalo Law School Pine Tree Legal Assistance, Inc. 

Presque Isle, 
ME 

Provided direct representation for families with children on matters of adequate housing, 
access to healthcare, and ensuring appropriate educational services for special needs 
children. 

Alison R. Flaum Yale Law School 

Urban Justice Center, 
Community Development 
Project New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for the marginally housed to help them secure housing-based stability 
toward the goal of permanent self-sufficiency. 

Carolyn Grose Brooklyn Law School 
Western Massachusetts Legal 
Services 

Springfield, 
MA 

Provided individual representation for poor custodial parents seeking to obtain and enforce 
child support awards. 
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Shannon Holliday, Esq. Yale Law School 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
Alabama 

Montgomery, 
AL 

Provided advocacy for parents and students in poor school districts seeking compliance 
with recent consent decrees mandating reform. Also provided advocacy for children in 
foster care who were not receiving services they were due. 

Kristin Kimmel, Esq. Stanford Law School Lawyers for Children New York, NY 

Provided direct representation for individual children in care review hearings, custody 
proceedings, and termination of parental rights proceedings. Also developed a rights 
handbook for sexually abused children in foster care and a manual for foster parents on 
ways to create a safe home environment. 

Catherine E. Krebs, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Children's Law Center of 
Massachusetts Lynn, MA 

Provided direct representation for foster care children in abuse and neglect actions to 
expedite their cases to permanency. 

Karen Krub, Esq. Yale Law School Farmers' Legal Action Group St. Paul, MN 

Provided advocacy for financially distressed family farmers. Also provided back-up 
services for farm advocates, rural legal services programs, private attorneys, and others 
nationwide. 

Elizabeth Letcher Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society - 
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy to improve access for women and minorities to firefighting and other 
protective service jobs in medium-sized California cities. 

Jennifer Lee Light, Esq. Vanderbilt University Law School 
Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil RightsUnder Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct representation for residents in housing and guardian disputes. Also 
provided community education for resident groups on their rights and responsibilities as 
Chicago housing residents. 

Javier Maldonado, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

San Antonio, 
TX 

Represent community-based organizations of low-wage Latino workers on workplace 
safety rights and exploitative practices, with an emphasis on construction, meatpacking 
and light manufacturing industries. 

Ines Monte, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 
Life SpanCenter for Legal 
Services and Advocacy Chicago, IL Represent low-income women, focusing on issues of domestic violence and child custody. 

Kathryn Palamountain, Esq. Stanford Law School National Center for Youth 
San Francisco, 
CA Provided direct representation of foster care children in crisis. 

Mark Pearce, Esq. Harvard Law School Center for Community Self-Help Durham, NC 
Represented low-income community residents to increase home ownership opportunities 
in poor neighborhoods.  

Audrey Richardson, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 
Provided direct representation for low-income persons in race and national origin 
employment discrimination litigation. 

Jessica Rosenbaum, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Aid Society of the District 
of Columbia 

Washington, 
DC 

Advocated for working poor families seeking to keep their children out of foster care. 
Conducted workshops with Department of Public Services and Police Department Youth 
Division workers. 

Samuel R. Santana, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law 

Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Worked with garment manufacturers and garment workers. Worked to eliminate workplace 
violations while attempting to save Los Angeles' garment industry. 

Holly Streeter Cole 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Services of Greater Miami, 
Inc. Miami, FL Directly represented immigrant and native-born victims of domestic violence. 
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Marjorie Thigpen-Carter 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

The Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn 
Neighborhood Office Brooklyn, NY 

Directly represented poor children and their parents who needed to gain access to early 
intervention and special education services. 

Patrick John Walsh, Esq. Fordham University School of Law 
Appalachian Research and 
Defense Fund of Kentucky, Inc. 

Prestonburg, 
KY 

Advocated for migrant workers forced to live in dilapidated trailers, derelict former motels 
and abandoned barns that were unsafe and unsanitary. Provided representation on 
employment-related violations of rights jointly supervised by migrant labor specialists from 
Texas Rural Legal Aid. 

Kimberly West-Faulcon Yale Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Litigated to correct disparities in school systems not offering economically disadvantaged 
children educational opportunities. 

Marni Willenson, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 
Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law Chicago, IL 

Advocate for and represent community development organizations in Chicago's new 
Empowerment Zone with particular emphasis on job creation for public housing residents. 

Karen Kithan Yau, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

National Employment Law 
Project New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of workfare participants who were victims of violations of 
fair labor practices. Also developed a clinic with the support of local law schools, local 
service providers and community-based organizations that served as a national model to 
protect the rights of workfare participants. 

 
Class of 1995 

Catherine Albiston 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided advocacy and community outreach for low-wage women in the electronics, 
garment, and hotel industries on matters of equality in the workplace, especially work and 
family issues. 

Susannah Baruch, Esq. University of Chicago Law School Women's Legal Defense Fund 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided legal services for custodial parents seeking to obtain and enforce child support 
orders. 

Diana Bianco, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Oregon Advocacy Center Portland, OR 

Provided advocacy to remove barriers to employment for the physically disabled on 
welfare. Worked to ensure that the disabled had access to healthcare under new Oregon 
Health Plan. 

Debra Dickerson Harvard Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund 

Washington, 
DC Provided litigation challenges to voter registration and voter purge laws in the deep South. 

Marc N. DuBois 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

New Orleans Legal Assistance 
Corporation 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Provided advocacy for victims of racial discrimination in housing, for poor female tenants 
who were victims of sexual harassment, and for those who were arbitrarily evicted. 

Ingrid Eagly Harvard Law School 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy for low-wage female workers in textile, hotel, and restaurant industries 
on matters of sexual harassment, underpayment, and discrimination in hiring practices. 

Laura Gal, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Massachusetts Law Reform 
Institute Boston, MA 

Represented grandparents and their grandchildren on issues of employment, childcare, 
healthcare and public benefits at a legal clinic at Boston City Hospital. 

Terri Gerstein, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Florida Immigrant Advocacy 
Center Miami, FL Provided advocacy for day laborers experiencing exploitation in the workplace. 
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Jennifer Lee Gilbert 
Northeastern University School of 
Law The Community Builders Boston, MA 

Provided representation for public housing tenant groups seeking control of management 
and wanting to create employment through community revitalization in HUD-sponsored 
development efforts. 

Leigh Goodmark, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Bread for the City and Zaccheus 
Free Clinic 

Washington, 
DC Provided basic legal services for low-income parents at a school-based full-service clinic. 

Adam E. Gross, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 

Business and Professional 
People for the PUblic Interest 
(BPI Chiicago, IL 

Provided impact litigation to challenge racial discrimination in the relocation of poor 
families seeking to move from inner-city public housing to scatter-site housing. 

Steven J. Gunn Yale Law School Indian Law Resource Center Helena, MT 

Provided advocacy to further Sioux Tribes' efforts at self-determination, affording them 
autonomy and revenues necessary to develop an infrastructure for effective economic 
development. 

Miriam Hallbauer, Esq. University of Chicago Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Better 
Housing Chicago, IL 

Provided advocacy to prevent unlawful evictions in the rapidly gentrifying South Loop 
neighborhood. 

Keith M. Harper, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Native American Rights Fund 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy to gain recognition of tribal status, working toward the goal of economic 
self-determination and development. 

Jaribu Hill, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

American Civil Liberties Union of 
Mississippi Oxford, MS 

Provided advocacy for community organizations seeking increased development of low-
income housing. 

Tracey Jensen 
University of Southern California 
Law School Public Law Center Santa Ana, CA 

Provided direct representation for low-income victims of domestic violence and those 
requiring help on family law matters. Also provided training on these matters for pro bono 
attorneys. 

Cynthia Mark, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Represent exploited Asian workers in low-wage jobs in restaurant, garment and light 
manufacturing industries. 

Laval Miller-Wilson Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Juvenile Law Center 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Advocated for the civil needs of criminally accused juveniles on issues of access to special 
education and mental health counseling. 

Peter F. Rundlet, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. 

Washington, 
DC 

Advocated to improve minorities' access to housing in economically viable and integrated 
neighborhoods. 

Sumi Shin Harvard Law School 
Asian American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund New York, NY 

Provided individual representation and impact litigation for low-wage Asian Americans on 
matters of illegal labor practices, housing and family law. 

Evette Soto Maldonado, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Puerto Rican Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund New York, NY 

Advocated for Latinas on issues of economic empowerment, healthcare and domestic 
violence. 

Christine Stoneman, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Legal Action Wisconsin Milwaukee, WI 

Advocated for low-income parent groups seeking to improve inner city public schools, 
monitored implementation of school-to-work statutes and defended community 
development groups seeking participation in new Empowerment Zone activities. 
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Kathleen Tarr, Esq. Harvard Law School 
San Francisco Neighborhood 
Legal Assistance Foundation 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided individual representation of low-income disabled veterans on issues of access to 
healthcare, disability benefits and housing. A continuation of a fellowship begun at Swords 
to Plowshares. 

David B. Thronson, Esq. Harvard Law School The Door - Legal Services Center New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of teens on immigration, family law matters, emancipation, 
education and employment, and organized a conference of New York service providers 
from diverse disciplines to address a wide range of legal issues affecting youth. 

Michael J. Wishnie Yale Law School ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project New York, NY 

Advocated to ensure workplace rights for legal immigrants with particular emphasis on 
enforcement of wage and hour laws and protecting workers who report safety violations 
from retaliation by employers. 

 
Class of 1994 

Kip Bobroff, Esq. Stanford Law School 
DNA - People's Legal Services 
Window Rock, AZ 

Provided advocacy for Navajo Indians seeking assistance to retain their land and natural 
resources. 

Jean Callahan, Esq. Rutgers University School of Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 
Provided direct representation for the frail elderly in Harlem on matters of benefits, home 
healthcare, pensions, burial funds, and grandparents' custody. 

Jill Crockett, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Volunteer Lawyers Project Boston, MA 

Provided legal services for custodial parents seeking to obtain and enforce child support. 
Also provided training on these matters for pro bono attorneys. 

Rose Daly-Rooney, Esq. 
University of Arizona College of 
Law 

Arizona Center for Law in the 
Public Interest Phoenix, AZ 

Provided advocacy to remove barriers to employment for the developmentally and 
physically disabled on welfare. 

Elisa Fernandez, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided impact litigation to combat language-based discrimination, particularly in the 
field of public education. 

Carol Garner, Esq. 
Case Western Reserve University 
School of Law Cleveland Works, Inc. Cleveland, OH 

Provided advocacy for welfare recipients in a job training program that served as a national 
model. 

Stephanie A. Gonzalez 
Ferrandez, Esq. 

University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Community Legal Services 

Philadelphia, 
PA Provided direct representation for Latina victims of domestic violence. 

Julian Gross, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided litigation and advocacy to increase employment opportunities in view of state-
funded redevelopment projects underway in East Palo Alto. 

Jennifer Horne, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County Redwood City, CA 

Provided advocacy for pregnant and parenting teens in need of supportive services and 
appropriate education. 

Mitchell A. Kamin, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY 

Provided direct representation of civil legal services for the criminally accused and their 
families on matters of eviction, loss of employment, and termination of parental rights. 
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Betsy Katten, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law Legal Clinic for the Disabled Chicago, IL 

Provided community education for poor disabled persons on rights recently won under the 
Americans With Disabilities Act. Also provided technical assistance to local attorneys on 
matters of accessibility, employment, special education, housing, and insurance. 

James Kelly 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Northern Manhattan 
Improvement Corporation New York, NY 

Provided representation for tenant groups seeking to develop their buildings into 
cooperatives and mutual housing associations. 

Tracy Labin Rhodes, Esq. Stanford Law School Native American Rights Fund Boulder, CO 

Provided advocacy for Native American women who were victims of domestic violence. 
Also provided training for traditional and modern legal professionals to work together as 
peacemakers. 

Scott A. Marks, Esq. University of Texas School of Law Greater Miami Neighborhoods Miami, FL 

Advocated on behalf of low-income communities to establish new Community 
Development Corporations (CDCs) and work with existing CDCs to increase permanent 
jobs and affordable housing. 

Wendy Patten, Esq. Harvard Law School Ayuda 
Washington, 
DC 

Represented immigrant women who are victims of domestic violence and advocated to 
help them transition from public assistance to self-sufficiency by helping them combat 
exploitation in the workplace. 

Catherine Powell Yale Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Advocated for employment opportunities for unemployed and underemployed poor black 
women.  

Wendy M. Seiden Harvard Law School Legal Services for Children 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated for children in the foster care system and for pregnant and parenting teens to 
help them gain access to needed health benefits. Represented abused and neglected 
children. 

Anthony Simpkins Esq. 
Loyola University School of Law, 
Chicago 

Lawyers' Committee for Better 
Housing Chicago, IL 

Advocated to protect low-income tenants from illegal lock-outs experienced in 
neighborhoods undergoing redevelopment. 

Paul K. Sonn, Esq. Yale Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Established a Low-Income Employment Initiative to focus on severe levels of 
unemployment affecting the black community. Also monitored lending institutions' 
compliance with the Community Reinvestment Act. 

William Street Harvard Law School Texas Rural Legal Aid Weslaco, TX 

Protected workers by entitling them to FICA-funded programs of disability retirement and 
survivor's insurance, providing direct representation and impact litigation to force 
agricultural employers to pay payroll taxes for their farmworkers. 

Mary N. Strimel, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Services of Northern 
Virginia Arlington, VA 

Directly represented the working poor on issues of non-payment of wages, unemployment 
compensation claims, wrongful termination and discriminatory discharge. 

Julie Su, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Directly represented exploited indigent immigrant workers, particularly sweatshop 
laborers in garment factories, on issues of non-payment of wages and overtime pay, 
employee benefits and intolerable work environment claims. 

Diane E. Thompson, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance 
Foundation East St. Louis, IL 

Initiated an economic development project to provide advocacy for first-time home buyers 
who are victims of slumlords and egregious sales practices. 
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Leti Volpp 
Columbia University School of 
Law Equal Rights Advocates 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Engaged in individual representation and impact litigation for indigent immigrant female 
workers in garment industry sweatshops facing issues of non-payment of wages, health 
and safety violations and sexual harassment. 

Jonathan Zasloff Yale Law School Public Counsel 
Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided legal services to low-income family childcare providers who needed counseling 
on critical tax and incorporation issues while also representing welfare recipients who 
needed childcare to continue their education and training, but lacked it because state-
mandated provision of services was poorly administered. 

 
Class of 1993 

Shawn Boehringer, Esq. 
State University of New York at 
Buffalo Law School 

Appalachian Research and 
Defense Fund of Kentucky, Inc. 

Prestonburg, 
KY 

Worked on community development project representing emerging day-care projects as a 
first step towards readiness for job training for parents. Also provided basic legal services 
for unemployed coal miners. 

Stephen Carpenter, Esq. Stanford Law School Farmers' Legal Action Group St. Paul, MN Provided advocacy for financially distressed family farmers to increase access to credit. 

Peter Cicchino Harvard Law School 
Legal Action Center for the 
Homeless New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for gay and lesbian adolescents on matters of family law, education, 
and homelessness prevention. 

Sarah H. Cleveland Yale Law School Florida Rural Legal Services Lake Worth, FL 

Provided representation for migrant farmworkers to ensure adequate housing, 
compensation, access to education, and disability benefits. Also provided advocacy to 
protect jobs and livelihoods for U.S. and foreign workers against laborers illegally imported 
by Florida growers of sugar cane. 

Mylan Denerstein, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law Children's Defense Fund 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided research and policy work regarding the impact of new early intervention state and 
federal legislation on poor children in areas of nutrition and parenting. 

Mary Giliberti, Esq. Yale Law School Mental Health Law Project 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided advocacy to increase employment opportunities for persons with mental 
disabilities. 

Deborah Goelman, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law House of Ruth Legal Clinic Baltimore, MD 

Provided representation for victims of domestic violence in divorce, child support, and 
custody suits. Also provided training for volunteer lawyers on state's new Order for 
Protection law. 

Christine M. Griffin, Esq. Boston College Law School Disability Law Center Boston, MA 

Provided educational training for the disabled poor to inform them of their rights under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Also provided representation for persons whose rights 
under the ADA were violated. 

Sally Hernandez 
University of New Mexico School 
of Law Legal Aid Society of Albuquerque 

Albuquerque, 
NM 

Provided representation for disabled Indian children, particularly victims of Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome. Issues included access to healthcare and special education. 

Rosie Hidalgo, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law The Door - Legal Services Center New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services for troubled youth and runaways on family law matters of 
neglect and abuse, custody, foster care, healthcare, and employment. 

Mark Aaron Hurwitz,, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Legal Action Center for the 
Homeless New York, NY 

Provided basic legal services for the homeless of New York City. Also provided legal 
counsel for the formerly homeless who were in danger of becoming homeless again. 
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Martha Kegel, Esq. Stanford Law School 
New Orleans Legal Assistance 
Corporation 

New Orleans, 
LA 

Established a travelling legal aid clinic to provide legal services for low-income people on 
matters of housing and healthcare in areas of Plaquemines Parish, the state's poorest and 
most racially segregated parish. 

Susan Kraham, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

NOW Legal Defense and 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for poor women on matters of welfare, child support, and job training 
opportunities. 

Gabrielle Lessard, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School 

National Economic 
Development & Law Center Oakland, CA 

Provided legal services for organizations training low-income women for construction 
trades in Bay Area inner cities where publicly sponsored redevelopment efforts were 
underway. 

John R. Murphy, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Black Hills Legal Services Rapid City, SD 

Director of the Indian Law Project at Black Hills Legal Services. Provided direct 
representation to native American mothers, fathers, children and tribes in state court 
abuse and neglect prosecutions that were subject to the provisions of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act (ICWA). Also consulted with and provided training to attorneys, tribes, and 
nonprofits that were protecting the rights of Native American parents whose children had 
been placed in state foster care.  

Kate O'Malley, Esq. 
University of Illinois College of 
Law Merrimack Valley Legal Services Lowell, MA 

Provided legal services to poor Latinas domestic violence victims and trained women in 
the community on combatting abuse.  

Lisa Otero Harvard Law School Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA Represented homeless families with aim to desegregate low-cost housing. 

Pilar J. Penn, Esq. Vanderbilt University Law School Atlanta Legal Aid Society Atlanta, GA 
Provided basic legal services to HIV-infected poor persons, with an emphasis on women 
and children. 

Barbara Prine, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Vermont Legal Aid Burlington, VT 

Provided civil legal services to the rural poor of Vermont, including victims of domestic 
violence and those in need of assistance in family law matters. 

L. Song Richardson Yale Law School 
The Legal Aid Society of New 
York New York, NY 

Provided direct representation to legal aliens eligible for, but not receiving, public benefits. 
Also, developed test litigation designed to protect entitlement to these benefits. 

Seth A. Rosenthal, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Southern Center for Human 
Rights Atlanta, GA Individual representation of death row inmates in habeas corpus proceedings. 

Stacy Seicshnaydre, Esq. Tulane University School of Law 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided impact litigation to ensure minorities' have access to tools of self-sufficiency: 
quality schools, social services, job opportunities and integrated and affordable housing 
with a particular emphasis on housing discrimination. 

Amy Sinden 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Community Legal Services 

Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided administrative advocacy and litigation concerning availability of appropriate 
training programs and support services for welfare recipients seeking self-sufficiency. 
Also, represented victims of fraudulent job training schemes. 

Ricardo Soto, Esq. 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School California Rural Legal Services Oceanside, CA 

Provided direct representation for farmworkers on issues of housing, wages and labor 
conditions. 

Guy B. Wallace, Esq. Harvard Law School Disabilities RIghts Advocates Berkeley, CA 
Provided direct representation and impact litigation for disabled poor job applicants who 
needed advocacy to enter the workforce and gain independence from welfare. 
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Deborah L. Brake Harvard Law School National Women's Law Center 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided individual representation and impact litigation to further the educational rights of 
pregnant and parenting students. 

Raymond Brescia Yale Law School 
The Legal Aid Society, 
Community Law Offices New York, NY 

Provided individual representation for East Harlem residents regarding housing matters. 
Also provided assistance with community development projects for low-income housing 
preservation. 

Judith Browne Dianis, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided impact litigation in the area of housing discrimination on the basis of race and in 
pursuit of claims of less favorable mortgage rates on the basis of race. 

Kate Dulit, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law Greater Boston Legal Services Boston, MA 

Provide direct representation for families in danger of losing their children to the foster care 
system due to homelessness or imminent homelessness. 

Andrew Jay Fields Esq. Harvard Law School Gay Men's Health Crisis New York, NY 
Provided direct representation for persons with AIDS and ARC to help them maintain 
private health insurance and prevent homelessness and employment discrimination. 

Megan Golden, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Neighborhood Defender Service 
of Harlem New York, NY 

Provided representation for individual Harlem residents accused of crimes and also in 
need of civil representation on matters concerning housing, parental rights, immigration, 
public benefits, employment, and education. 

Alma Gomez 
New York University School of 
Law ACLU - AIDS Project New York, NY 

Provided advocacy on behalf of low-income families with HIV-disease, including litigation, 
legal counsel, and maintenance of a referral system that enabled sparse resources to be 
used efficiently. 

Francisco Gonzalez Palacio, 
Esq. 

Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law Boston, MA 

Provided individual representation for newcomers who were victims of employment and 
housing discrimination. 

David Jacobs, Esq. Harvard Law School 

Business and Professional 
People for the Public Interest 
(BPI Chicago, IL 

Provided impact litigation to challenge racial discrimination in the relocation of poor 
families seeking to move from inner-city public housing to scatter-site housing. 

Riyaz Kanji, Esq. Yale Law School Evergreen Legal Services Seattle, WA 
Provided impact litigation on behalf of Native American tribes to enforce treaties intended 
to ensure their economic self-sufficiency. 

Heather Kendall-Miller, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Alaska Legal Services & Native 
American Rights Fund Fairbanks, AK 

Provided impact litigation for 200 Native Village tribes (80,000 Alaska natives) in their 
efforts to protect subsistence hunting and fishing rights and to resolve issues involving 
family, housing, education, and public benefits law. 

Michele Lang Palter Harvard Law School Neighborhood Legal Services Buffalo, NY 
Provided advocacy and legal representation for women and children transitioning from 
public assistance to self-sufficiency. 

Frances Leos Martinez, Esq. Stanford Law School Texas Rural Legal Aid Weslaco, TX 
Represented migrant farmworkers living in substandard housing and without access to 
adequate water, cooking facilities or paved roads. 

Lori Nessel 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

Farmworker Legal Services of 
New York New Paltz, NY Represented migrant farmworkers in eviction proceedings and fair labor hearings. 
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Patricia Nix-Hodes, Esq. DePaul University College of Law 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided impact litigation for homeless families to secure emergency access to public 
housing and to challenge discriminatory practices against homeless children in the 
Chicago public schools. 

Clark Peters Cornell Law School Youth Law Center 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated for adolescents graduating from foster care to assure independent living skills, 
job training and special education. 

Ben Quinones Stanford Law School 
National Economic 
Development & Law Center Berkeley, CA 

Provided back-up assistance for legal services attorneys on issues of community 
development efforts to combat persistent poverty. 

Irma Rodriguez Moisa, Esq. 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law 

Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Provided impact litigation to combat language-based discrimination, particularly in the 
field of education. 

Kevin M. Ryan, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center Covenant House New York New York, NY 

Provided direct legal representation for runaway youth on issues of immigration, 
employment, emancipation and family law. 

Jose F. Sanchez, Esq. Stanford Law School 
The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided community education and advocacy for Latino high school students who were 
about to enter the labor market and for day laborers who were forced to seek casual work. 

Michael Sarbanes 
New York University School of 
Law Community Law Center Baltimore, MD 

Provided legal services to nonprofit community-based organizations seeking to transform 
vacant housing into low-income viable housing. Also, utilized Maryland law allowing 
communities to sue owners of vacant houses that are being used as locations for drug 
activity. 

Solangel Verde, Esq. University of Miami School of Law 
Legal Services of Greater Miami 
Inc. Miami, Fl 

Provided individual representation and impact litigation on behalf of a large homeless 
population in cases where public assistance, housing or healthcare were denied. 

Lars Waldorf Harvard Law School 
Washington Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided impact litigation and legal services for low-income families to combat housing 
discrimination. 

Gordon Whitman, Esq. Harvard Law School Community Legal Services 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Provided legal services to low-income parent groups seeking to monitor and improve 
public school performance. 

Maya Wiley, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund  New York, NY 

Engaged in impact litigation to challenge discriminatory school policies and practices 
barring pregnant and parenting teens from junior high and high school. 

 
  
Class of 1991 

Kamau Bandele 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

North Carolina Legal Services 
Resource Center Raleigh, NC 

Provided training and technical support to legal services programs and community 
organizations statewide, with emphasis on second mortgage fraud, consumer credit 
insurance scams, and public housing matters. 

Karen Berman, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law Chicago, IL 

Provided impact litigation and individual advocacy for children with special education 
needs in the Chicago public schools and the juvenile delinquency system. Also provided 
training to local school councils, parents, and private attorneys. 
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Mischelle Causey-Drake, Esq. DePaul University College of Law 
Cook County Legal Assistance 
Foundation Oak Park, IL 

Provided basic community legal services and litigation in cases of racial discrimination in 
poor suburban Cook County. 

Anne L. Clark, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

NOW Legal Defense and 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for welfare recipients to benefit from the new workfare program 
mandated by the Family Support Act of 1988. 

Colleen Cotter, Esq. Indiana University School of Law Pine Tree Legal Assistance, Inc. Machias, ME 
Provided civil legal services for the poor of rural Maine, particularly victims of domestic 
violence and those in need of assistance in family law matters. 

Matthew P. Denn, Esq. Yale Law School 
Delaware Volunteer Legal 
Services 

Wilmington, 
DE 

Provided basic legal services for Delaware's low-income communities through 
neighborhood church clinics, representing individuals in landlord-tenant disputes, 
personal bankruptcies, credit problems, labor disputes, divorces, and wills. 

Paula DiStabile, Esq. 
City University of New York 
School of Law 

New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest New York, NY 

Provided the design and implementation of a method to assess the immediate legal needs 
of families at Montefiore Medical Center who were damaged by maternal drug use. 

Barry Fisher, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Southern Center for Human 
Rights Atlanta, GA 

Provided early legal assistance to help indigent defendants avoid unnecessary detention in 
local and county jails. Also provided litigation attacking inadequate representation of 
capital defendants. 

Ellen Gallagher McSweeney, 
Esq. 

Northeastern University School of 
Law Advocates for Children of New York, NY 

Provided individual representation for public school students placed inappropriately in 
special education, particularly low-income children of color. 

Suzanne Goldberg, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Provided legal services for the indigent gay community seeking access to healthcare and 
housing. Also provided litigation on matters relating to discrimination in Social Security 
entitlements. 

Jolani Hironaka Stanford Law School Asian Law Alliance San Jose, CA 

Provided advocacy on behalf of battered immigrant women, offering technical information 
about domestic violence to victims and legal services on closely related issues such as 
government benefits, affordable housing, and immigration status. 

Andrew J. Imparato, Esq. Stanford Law School Disability Law Center Boston, MA 

Provided advocacy for indigent disabled children in SSI disability cases. Also provided legal 
services for children and families to ensure that individual educational needs were met in 
the least restrictive environment. 

Sharon Kalemkiarian 
University of San Diego School of 
Law Legal Aid Society of San Diego San Diego, CA 

Provided storefront legal services for runaway and troubled teens on matters such as 
consolidation and reduction of outstanding warrants. Also provided advocacy for more 
effective and sensitive law enforcement practices and litigation for securing better county 
services for troubled teens. 

Craig R. Levine, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

Appalacian Research and 
Defense Fund 

Charleston, 
WV 

Provided direct legal services for indigent children of Appalachia on issues of public 
benefits, consumer and employment cases, and health and education matters. Also 
collaborated on Fund's institutional reform cases involving the state's public education 
finance system, the lack of a child support enforcement program, and the state's 
inadequate Medicaid payment levels for children. 
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Matt Nosanchuk, Esq. Stanford Law School ACLU - AIDS Project New York, NY 
Represented poor people with AIDS to help overcome discrimination related to housing, 
employment, education and health care access. 

Wendy Parker University of Texas School of Law 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Litigated educational equity issues concerning poor and minority school children, and 
developed remedial plans for second generation of desegregation litigation. 

Maggie Prieto Harvard Law School Ayuda 
Washington, 
DC 

Provided legal services, including employment discrimination, family law and Board of 
Immigration appeals to Spanish-speaking poor immigrants.  

Timothy P. Silard, Esq. Stanford Law School Income Rights Project 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Developed a public housing clinic to represent families faced with unlawful evictions and 
unsafe, unhealthy or unsanitary living conditions. Also, trained advocates and tenant 
groups learning to resolve public housing problems as a first step toward housing project 
ownership and management. 

Elizabeth A. Singer, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Assistance Foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided individual representation for low-income women on matters of employment 
discrimination, sexual harassment and barriers to entry into jobs traditionally held by men. 

David Allan Singleton, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Legal Action Center for the 
Homeless New York, NY 

Provided basic legal services to the homeless of New York City and provided legal counsel 
to the formerly homeless in danger of becoming homeless again. Also, provided litigation 
aimed at countering racism and the role it could play in shaping the legal rights of 
homeless minorities. 

Kara M. Stein, Esq. Yale Law School Legal Services of North Texas Dallas, TX 

Provided basic legal services to the poor and homeless in areas of housing, discrimination, 
entitlements and consumer protection, and developed training workshops for homeless 
shelter staff and clients on legal rights of this population.  

Elizabeth Steyer, Esq. Stanford Law School National Center for Youth Law 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated to increase poor children's access to the healthcare system through impact 
litigation and individual representation of youths in juvenile court proceedings. 

Susan L. Waysdorf 
University of Maryland School of 
Law 

Whitman-Walker Clinic Legal 
Services 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided basic legal services to HIV-infected poor persons, including preparation of wills, 
help with housing issues, government benefits, handicap discrimination, health insurance 
disputes, immigration and custodial arrangements for critically ill children. 

Joseph George Webb, Esq. 
University of Denver College of 
Law Colorado Lawyers Committee Denver, CO 

Represented poor families in a federally funded demonstration project to help welfare 
families become self-supporting with particular attention to childcare and educational 
issues. 

Luke E. Williams, Jr. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School El Rescate Legal Services 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Advocated for poor clients seeking political asylum and deportation defense, as well as 
representation in various administrative proceedings. Created instructional materials on 
legal rights of the Central American community in Los Angeles. 

 
Class of 1990 

Mary C. Bauer, Esq. 
University of Virginia School of 
Law 

Charlottesville Albemarle Legal 
Aid Society 

Charlottesville
, VA 

Provided legal services and community outreach for migrant farmworkers in southern and 
western Virginia. Also provided training to farmworker advocates in the region. 
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David Benavides, Esq. 
University of New Mexico School 
of Law 

Northern New Mexico Legal 
Services Santa Fe, NM 

Provided legal services for low-income, primarily Hispanic, traditional farm families in 
northern New Mexico regarding protection of their basic land and water rights. 

Elizabeth B. Cooper 
New York University School of 
Law 

American Civil Liberties Union - 
AIDS Project New York, NY 

Provided legal counseling and initiation of test cases on behalf of women and children 
infected with AIDS. Also provided advocacy for this population on issues of placement, 
treatment, foster care, confidentiality, and informed consent. 

Kathy Forcey, Esq. 
University of Connecticut School 
of Law 

New Haven Legal Assistance 
Association 

New Haven, 
CT 

Provided community outreach and advocacy to increase the supply of decent, safe, and 
affordable rental housing for the poor of de-industrialized Naugatuck Valley. 

James J. Halpert, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Lawyers' Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided litigation challenges to voter registration and voter purge laws in Virginia and 
Massachusetts and to reapportionment plans in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Robert Lewis Hughes, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Advocates for Children of New 
York  New York, NY 

Provided advocacy for the educational needs of homeless students. Also provided 
advocacy and individual representation for students who recently relocated to permanent 
housing in order to alleviate some of the difficulties they encounter when making this 
transition. 

Alan Jenkins, Esq. Harvard Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided litigation on fair-housing issues such as testing the legality of the City of Newark's 
proposed privatization of public housing. Also supported the development of a litigation 
strategy to establish the right to an adequate education. 

Michelle Kaplan McAndrew, 
Esq. 

Georgetown University Law 
Center Pro Bono Advocates Chicago, IL 

Provided direct legal services for low-income women and children who were victims of 
domestic violence. Also provided representation to secure emergency protection orders 
and training for volunteer lawyers to advocate on behalf of these persons. 

Richard Klawiter, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Legal Assistance foundation of 
Chicago Chicago, IL 

Provided individual representation and community outreach for tenants and tenant groups 
to help combat deteriorating housing conditions in Chicago. 

Elena Margolis 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

Cambridge and Somerville Legal 
Services 

Cambridge, 
MA 

Advocated on behalf of the elderly poor who were subject to guardianship and 
conservatorship proceedings. Worked to prevent unwanted institutionalization of the 
indigent elderly. 

Geraldine McCafferty, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

Legal Aid Society of Metropolitan 
Denver Denver, CO 

Provided legal services to Denver's homeless population through outreach, individual 
counseling, class action suits and training of volunteer lawyers. 

Molly McUsic, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Arizona Center for Law in the 
Public Interest Phoenix, AZ 

Advocated for the educational rights of developmentally disabled poor children of Arizona, 
including issues related to eligibility, placement, amount and type of appropriate service, 
disciplinary actions and least restrictive environment. 

Richard G. Novak, Esq. 
University of California, Los 
Angeles School of Law Public Counsel 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Delivered direct legal services to homeless and runaway youths aimed at gaining access to 
emergency and long-term services. 

Robert Patten, Esq. Harvard Law School Legal Services Center 
Jamaica Plain, 
MA 

Provided direct legal services for Medicaid patients at the Brigham & Women's Hospital. 
Represented clients eligible for, but not receiving, social security benefits. 
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Nina Perales, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Puerto Rican Legal Defense and 
Education Fund New York, NY 

Litigated to preserve Head Start and other programs of critical importance for Hispanic 
toddlers and preschoolers in need of educational readiness. 

Noel Primos Yale Law School 
Community Legal Aid Society, 
Inc. 

Wilmington, 
DE Provided legal services to the victims of a severe low-income housing crisis.  

Karen Prince Rutgers University School of Law Community Health Law Project Camden, NJ 
Provided legal services in connection with family law, housing, employment and basic 
entitlement to the deaf poor. 

Kevin S. Reed, Esq. Harvard Law School 
NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Litigated to address the ways in which minority communities often pay disproportionately 
the costs of urban redevelopment, while receiving the least in terms of city services. Also 
litigated to improve access to healthcare for poor people. 

Peg Rogers, Esq. 
University of New Mexico School 
of Law Native American Rights Fund 

Washington, 
DC 

Researched to implement settlements of large claims for Native Americans. Represented 
claimants from all states. 

Joel D. Schwartz, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law Texas Rural Legal Aid Wetlaco, TX 

Provided direct legal services, advocacy and community education on behalf of immigrant 
farmworkers who have been denied access to quality healthcare. 

Helen Proudman Sharratt, Esq. University of Miami School of Law 
Legal Services of Greater Miami, 
Inc. Miami, FL 

Advocated and provided individual representation for disadvantaged children who have 
emotional, educational, psychiatric, developmental or social service needs. 

Juliette Steadman Stanford Law School 
Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated for improved access to English as Second Language classes for immigrant 
children and litigation to help immigrant families stay together. 

Theodore Hsien Wang, Esq. Yale Law School 
San Francisco Lawyers' 
Committee for Urban Affairs 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct legal assistance to individuals in the Bay Area who were victims of 
discrimination or racial violence. 

Carwina Weng 
New York University School of 
Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided direct legal services to Harlem residents in areas of housing, government 
benefits, AIDS discrimination, services to the elderly and family law. 

 
 
  
Class of 1989 

Timothy S. Bishop, Esq. 
Northwestern University School 
of Law 

American Civil Liberties Union - 
AIDS Project Chicago, IL 

Provided litigation to protect the rights and help overcome discrimination of poor people 
with AIDS. Also provided individual representation for victims of AIDS-related 
discrimination in housing, employment, education, and access to healthcare. 

Suzanne Bolanos Yale Law School 
Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocacy, community outreach and litigation to help meet the educational needs of 
Hispanic students. Developed educational workshops to inform community members, 
teachers and parents on educational issues. 
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William W. Carter 
New York University School of 
Law 

Appalachian Research and 
Defense Fund 

Charleston, 
WV 

Provided basic legal services for the poor of Appalachia to help secure welfare benefits, 
negotiate with creditors, defend employee rights, and settle domestic disputes. Also 
provided litigation to reform the system of delivering and funding education in West 
Virginia. 

Diane T. Chin, Esq. 
Northeastern University School of 
Law 

San Francisco Lawyers' 
Committee for Urban Affairs 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided individual representation for poor immigrants seeking political asylum. Also 
provided community outreach and education regarding employment discrimination, 
workers' compensation, and disability benefits. 

Karen Cole, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided individual representation on housing matters for poor residents of East Harlem. 
Fought unlawful evictions to prevent homelessness. 

David R. Giles, Esq. Stanford Law School California Rural Legal Assistance 
San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided legal services for parents and children in poor rural families seeking equal access 
to quality education. Issues included bilingual education, special education, attendance, 
nutrition, discipline, parental involvement, and representation on local school boards. 

Rebecca Hall 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law Berkeley Community Law Center Berkeley, CA 

Provided legal services and community education for poor people faced with 
homelessness in the Bay Area. Developed and implemented strategies designed to prevent 
eviction. 

Steven W. Hawkins Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc. New York, NY 

Provided individual representation for death row inmates in post-conviction proceedings 
and litigation to help reduce the role of racism in capital punishment. 

Lisa Heinzerling University of Chicago Law School 
Business and Professional 
People for Public Interest (BPI) Chicago, IL 

Provided litigation and direct representation to combat housing discrimination for the poor 
of Chicago. 

Andy Ko, Esq. 
New York University School of 
Law The Legal Aid Society New York, NY 

Provided legal services for homeless families in New York, particularly individual 
representation at administrative hearings and in family court to prevent or abbreviate the 
placement of poor, homeless children in foster care. 

Patrice Kunesh, Esq. 
University of Colorado School of 
Law Native American Rights Fund Boulder, CO 

Provide advocacy for Native Americans in their efforts to obtain legal recognition of their 
civil rights. Also provide litigation to effect treaty and sovereignty rights; fishing, hunting, 
and natural resources rights; and access to better education for Native American children. 

Margaret Miller Ibrahim, Esq. 
University of California, Davis 
School of Law 

Internationa Institute of the East 
Bay Oakland, CA 

Represented refugees and immigrants in deportation defense and other immigration 
proceedings with particular emphasis on disabled persons' special needs. 

Charlotta Norby 
New York University School of 
Law 

Southern Center for Human 
Rights Atlanta, GA 

Represented death row inmates in post-conviction proceedings and provided legal 
services to prisoners who had not received adequate rehabilitative, educational and 
medical services. 

Clare Pastore, Esq. Yale Law School 
Western Center on Law and 
Poverty 

Los Angeles, 
CA 

Litigated federal and state public benefits cases focused on two then-recent California 
welfare reforms; developed resources for advocates, judges and administrators. 

Ruth Pearson, Esq. University of Michigan Law School Juvenile Law Center 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

Represented children in matters in the juvenile justice system in connection with issues of 
abuse or neglect or foster care. 
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Debbie Piltch, Esq. 
University of Pennsylvania Law 
School Disability Law Center Boston, MA 

Represented low-income disabled people in connection with discrimination issues in the 
areas of employment, housing, education and public accommodation. 

Sheri A. Rickert, Esq. 
Columbia University School of 
Law 

Lawyers Committee for Human 
Rights New York, NY 

Protected the rights of asylum-seekers and refugees through litigation, individual 
representation and public education efforts. 

Cathy Ruckelshaus, Esq. Stanford Law School 
The Legal Aid Society-
Employment Law Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Advocated and provided community outreach toward the goal of equality in the workplace 
for poor minority women of Silicon Valley. Established a bilingual walk-in clinic for 
employment law issues. 

Jeff Selbin Harvard Law School Berkeley Community Law Center Berkeley, CA 
Provided direct representation for low-income clients eligible for federal assistance 
programs and provided legal services to people with AIDS in areas of housing and benefits. 

Tracy Sivitz, Esq. Yale Law School 
Washington Lawyers' Committee 
for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided impact litigation and provided legal services to combat employment and housing 
discrimination. 

Jay Sullivan, Esq. Fordham University School of Law Covenant House New York New York, NY 
Provided legal services to runaway and homeless youth on issues of immigration, housing, 
foster care, wills, trusts, contracts, divorce and discrimination. 

Sheila Y. Thomas, Esq. 
Georgetown University Law 
Center 

NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, Inc. 

Washington, 
DC 

Litigated on behalf of low-income persons seeking affordable housing and represented 
minorities in efforts to obtain damage awards that fairly compensated victims of racial 
discrimination. 

Susan Woolley, Esq. Stanford Law School 
Immigrant Legal Resources 
Center 

San Francisco, 
CA 

Provided direct representation of indigent immigrants in deportation proceedings and with 
applications for political asylum. Performed community outreach and training of 
community groups and nonprofit agencies in various aspects of immigration law. 

Kimberly Wyma 
University of Notre Dame Law 
School 

Chicago Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law Chicago, IL 

Provided direct legal services to homeless individuals and training of staff in homeless 
shelters on legal issues and rights of the homeless. 

Kenneth H. Zimmerman, Esq. Harvard Law School 
Washington Legal Clinic for the 
Homeless 

Washington, 
DC 

Provided direct legal services and litigation on behalf of homeless individuals and families, 
as well as training and supervision of private attorneys on issues of poverty law. 


